Infanteriesturmabzeichen. Tento znak
nosily letouny bitevnich jednotek,
mimo Hs 129 se objevuje také na
Hs 123, Bf 109 a Fw 190. Emblém mél
znazornovat spolupraci bitevnich
letount s pozemnimi vojsky. Mnohé
Hs 129 mély tento znak umistén na
pridi letounu.

Infanteriesturmabzeichen (infantry
attack badge) was stencilled on the
aircraft of the attack units, in addition
to Hs 129s adorning also the Hs 123s,
Bf 109s and Fw 190s. It was to symbo-
lize the cooperation between the
attack aircraft and the ground troops.
On many Hs 129s was this badge
worn on the fuselage nose.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R 2 ,red T", Eastern front. Standard camoufla-
ge scheme of RLM 70/71/65 with yellow ID markings. Unit not positi-
vely identified.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R 2,"red F", 8./Sch.G. 1, Eastern front, summer
1943. This machine wore also the standard splinter scheme of RLM
70/71/65 camouflage colours with yellow Eastern front ID markings -
fuselage band and wing tip undersides. Three white silhouettes of
tanks denoted three ,Panzerabschiisse” - tank kills. The callsign
letters G+KZ were painted on the wing underside. This machine did
not have the antenna mast and the fuselage Balkenkreuz was redu-
ced to white outline only.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2, ,éer-
vene F*, 8./Sch. G. 1, vychodni
fronta, léeto 1943. Letoun je
opatfen standardnim natérem
barev RLM 70/71/65 a zlutymi
identifikaénimi prvky oznacuji-
cimi vychodni frontu - pas na
trupu a spodni strana koncu
kridel. TFi bilé siluety tanku na
smeérovce znazorfiuji, ze pilot
ma na svém konté jiz tFi
.Panzerabschiisse”. Pismena
volaciho kédu G + KZ byla
nastfikana na spodni strané
kridel. Letoun nema anténni
sloupek a z trupového kfize
zustal pouze bily lem bez cer-
ného stiedu.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2, ,cer-
vené T“, vychodni fronta.
Standardni kamuflazni schema
RLM 70/71/65 se zlutymi dopln-
ky. Jednotku se nepodarilo
jednoznaéné urcit.
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Piivodné snad fotografie do pamdiniku. Pro dnesniho modeldre viak dokonaly zdbér na vystielné
kandly a kryt zaméfovace Revi (shbirka Constantin Bujor)

Originally an album snap shot, this picture offers today's modeller a perfect view of the gun troughs
and the Revi gunsight cover (C. Bujor Collection)
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Sovénky dustojnik blahopreje svobodniku pred rumunskym Hs 1298-2
sestfelenym protiletadlovymi délostielci. Jaro 1944, (sbirka J. Sehnala)

A Soviet officer congratulates a lance corporal in front of a Rumanian
Hs 1298-2 downed by AA gunners. Spring 1944, (1.Sehnal Collection)
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Henschel Flugzeugwerke AG

Zivody Henschel und Sohn byly zaloZeny v roce 1848 a b¢hem
druhé poloviny 19.stoleti se staly jednim z nejvétsich svétovych
vyrobeil lokomotiv. Béhem prvni &tvrtiny 20. stoleti koncern
roz&ifil svou &innost o vyrobu ndstrojii, autobusi a téZkych
nakladnich automobila. Pro vedeni koncernu se nyni jevilo jako
pfirozené rozsifeni vyroby dopravnich prostfedki o letadla.
Expanze do leteckého primyslu byla poprvé zvaZovina v roce
1931, kdy byla zapocata jedndni o pfevzeti firmy Junkers Flug-
zeugwerke AG, kterd se v diisledku nevhodného financovani
ocitlana pokraji kolapsu. Jedndni mezi vedenimi Junkerse a Hen-
schela v8ak viibec nevedla k cili, a tak byla nakonec v tiinoru 1932
pferusena Oskarem Henschelem, ktery povéfil Waltera Hormela,
aby zapotal s pfipravou vlasini vedlejsi letecké vyroby.

Utad feditelti firmy Henschel und Sohn oficialné povolil zaloZeni
takovéto pomocné vyroby aZ 15. unora 1933 a jiZ o Sest tydni
pozdéji, 30. biezna vznikla spole¢nost Henschel Flugzeugwerke
GmbH. Hlavnim inZenyrem byl jmenovan Dipl. Ing. Erich Koch,
hlavnim konstruktérem Dipl. Ing. Friedrich Nicholaus, piivodné
pracujici u firmy Helmut Hirth - Versuchsbau GmbH. V Eervenci
byly jako prozatimni fe$eni pronajaty budovy byvalé tovirny
Ambi-Budd Waggon- und Apparatenbau AG v Berliné-Johan-
nisthalu. Price zde zacaly 2. zaf{ 1933 a spole¢nost k tomuto datu
zamé&stnavala 69 lidi. Mezitim byl statut Henschel Flugzeugwerke
GmbH zménénna Henschel Flugzeugwerke AG, tedy na akciovou
spoleénost.

Jako jiné do leteckého primyslu nové pfichdzejici firmy byla
Henschel Flugzeugwerke v oficialnich kruzich povaZovina za
potencialniho vyrobce licenci zkusenych leteckych koncerni.
A tak byla v ofekavani velkych licengnich kontraktii hleddna
vhodni plocha prostavbu velkéhoamoderniho zivodu, schopného
zastfe$itmontaZni linky dostate¢né velikosti. Vybaveni a prostory
v Johannisthalu nabizely jen malé moZnosti pro okamZity rist.
Volba padla na Schonefeld pobliZ Berlina. Price nanové tovarné
zalaly 15. fijna 1934. JiZz 22. prosince 1935 byly ukonleny
a v nové hale zatala okam#ité vyroba licenénich Junkersii Ju 86D.

Mezitim se do vyroby dostal prvni Usp&$ny vlastni typ firmy,
Henschel Hs 123, jehoZ dodavky pro Luftwaffe zacaly v 1été
1936. V té dobé se také vedeni této toviarny rozhodlo podilet se
ve v&tdim méfitku na némecké letecké vyrobé a jiZ v srpnu 1936
slavnostné otevfeli zavod na vyrobumotor Henschel Flugmotoren
GmbH v Kassel-Altenbauna. Béhem osmi nisledujicich let kom-
plex toviren postavenych v okoli Kasselu vyrobil vice nez 14 000
licenénich motort Daimler-Benz DB 601 a DB 605.

Licenéni vyrobu letountt Ju 86D v Schonefeldu vystfidal typ
Dornier Do 17 a vyrobu Hs 123 probihajici na obou vyrobnich
linkach, jak v Schonefeldu, tak i ve znacné roz§ifené tovarné
v Johannisthalu, nahradil takticky prizkumny hornoplodnik
Hs 126. Spole¢né s riistem vyrobnich kapacit pfibyvalo i vyvo-
jového persondlua vybaveni, v diisledku &ehoZ se za¢ala Henschel
Flugzeugwerke AG tésné spolupracujici s Ustavem Deutsches
Versuchsanstalt fiir Lufifahrt (DVL) aktivné podilet na projekto-
vini a konstrukei pfetlakovych kabin pro vyskové letouny a po-
zd&ji i Eizenych raketovych pum a raket typu zemé-vzduch
i vzduch-vzduch. Pfi vyvoji fizenych a kluzdkovych pum dosihla
firma Henschel svych nejvétsich dspéchii.

Na snimku v titulku letoun Henschel Hs129B-2/R2 (Werk Nr. 0373), pilot Uffz. Egon Kotter od 8. /Sch. G 1 pFi startu z letisté

Apostolovo, léto 1943 [foto shirka M. Balous]

Title photo above shows the Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2 (Werk. Nr. 0373) piloted by Egon Kotter of the unit 8. /Sch. G 1 shortly after
take-off from the airfield Apostolovo, Summer 1943 [photo M. Balous Collection ]




Henschel Flugzeugwerke AG

The factory Henschel und Sohn was established in 1848 and
during the second half of the nineteenth century it became one of
the world's largest railway steam-engine producers. During the first
quarter of the twentieth century the concern widened its scope by
production of tools, buses and heavy lorries. At that time the
management of the concern considered as an appropriate move to
add aircralt manufacturing to the already wide range of products.
Expansion into the aircraft industry was for the first time consid-
ered in 1931, when negotiations took place to take-over the
Junkers Flugzeugwerke AG, which, due to fault financing, teete-
red on the verge of collapse. As the discussions between the
respective managements of Junkers and Henschel did not progress
to any conclusion Oskar R. Henschel interrupted them in Februa-
ry 1932 and put Walter Hormel in charge of preparing the parallel
aircraft production.

The Board of Directors of the Henschel und Sohn officially
agreed to the founding of this “auxiliary” production as late as on
15th February 1933 and only six weeks later, on 30th March, the
Henschel Flugzeugwerke GmbH (Ltd.) company was incorpo-
rated. Dipl. Ing. Erich Koch was appointed to the position of Chiel
engineer, Dipl. Ing. Friedrich Nicholaus, originally working al
the Helmut Hirth Versuchsbau GmbH, was named the Chief
designer, In July the buildings of the former Ambi-Budd Wag-
gon- und Apparatebau AG in Berlin-Johannisthal were leased to
solve the provisional work space problem. Work started there on
2nd September 1933 and the company employed some 69 people
by then. In the meantime, the Henschel Flugzeugwerke GmbH
was transformed into the Henschel Flugzeugwerke AG.

As it was with other aircraft industry newcomers, the Henschel
Flugzeugwerke AG was considered a potential source of licence-
produced machines from other experienced aircraft companies in

Hs 129A-0

Vyvoj typu

Hermann Goring, nejvyS$s[ predstavitel Luftwalfe, dlouho
dogmatizoval, Ze zdsah letount do pozemnich boji je vojensky
neefektivni a jeho jedind hodnota spociva v iéinku na moralku
vojsk protivinika. Analyza prvnich mésict $panélské obanské
vilky ale pfinesla radikdlni zmé&nu v pohliZzeni Oberbefehlshaber
der Lufiwaffe (Ob.d.L.) na pancéfované letouny pfimé podpory.
Koncepee nebylanijak revoluéni, uplatnila se jiZz béhem 1. svéto-
vé vilky, u Technische Amt RLM (technicky fad Risského
ministerstva letectvi) ale nevyvolala Zidné nad$eni. Tento ufad
zastaval ndzor, Ze hmotnost pancéfovani, dostatecného pro ochranu
pied koncentrovanou palbou z péchotnich zbrani, by méla nevy-
hnutelné za nasledek vznik piilis téZkych letount s kratkym
doletem, omezené pro pouZiti jen za podminek vzdudné nadvlady
Luftwaffe.

Tyto pochybnosti ¢as v mnoha pohledech potvrdil, ale na jafe
1937 Ob.d. L. s nadienim uvaZzovalo o moZnostech pouZiti letou-
nt uréenych k ni¢eni nepfitelskych pancéfovych vozidel
a opevnénych mist. Nukonec doslo k zavedeni terminu bitevni
letoun i do pfirucek a bylo rozhodnuto vypsat soutéz na vy-
projektovini a stavbu takového stroje.

V dubnu 1937 technicky tfad zadal nové formulované pozadavky
na takovyto “Schlachtflugzeug” Ctyfem leteckym tovdrndm:
Hamburger Flugzeugbau (pozdéji Blohm und Voss), Focke-

the official circles. So, the Henschel company — expecting large
licensing contracts — sought asuitable lot for building a large mo-
dern factory, capable of accommodating the production lines of
sufficient capacity. The existing machinery and premises at
Johannisthal offered only minor potential for immediate growth.

Thus the choice fell on Schénefeld near Berlin. The building of
the new factory started there on 15th October 1934, It was
finished as early as on 22nd December next year and the licence
production of Junkers Ju 86D was immediately started.

In the meantime, the production of the first successful Henschel’s
own design, the Hs 123, was started, with deliveries to the
Luftwaffe commencing in summer of 1936.

Concurrently with augmenting its airframe production the
Henschel und Sohn concern decided to further increase its share
in the German aviation manufacturing. In August 1936 they
ceremoniously opened a plant of the new acro-engine subsidiary,
the Henschel Flugmotoren GmbH at Kassel-Altenbauna. During
the eight following years this complex of Henschel factories near
Kassel produced more than 14 000 units of Daimler-Benz DB 601
and DB 605 engines under licence.

The Ju 86D licence-production at Schénefeld was supplanted by
the manufacture of Dornier Do 17 aircraft (also under licence),
while the close-support Hs 123 biplane was replaced by the
Hs 126 tactical reconnaissance high-wing monoplane on both
production lines — at Schénefeld as well as at the substantially
expanded Johannisthal plant.

Simultaneously with the increase of the production capacity the
number of design and engineering development personnel and
equipment grew steadily, too. Thus the Henschel Flugzeugwerke
AG, closely collaborating with Deutsches Versuchsanstalt fiir
Lufifahrt (DVL) started to participate in ambitious projects like

I Texl continues on page & |

Wulf, Gotha a Henschel. PoZadavky pfesné specifikovaly pohon
letounu dvéma motory s malym vykonem (dvéma proto, aby se
zvétdila moZnost pieZitf), minimdlni rozméry (aby letoun
predstavoval co nejmengi cil pro palbu ze zemé), Stitek kabiny ze
75mm pancéfovaného skla, pancéfovou ochranu pro oba motory
i osadku a pevné zabudovanou vyzbroj nejméné dvou 20mm
kanoni MG FF a kulometi. Ackoliv sito jednoznaéné nevyminil,
technicky fad pfedpokldadal jednomistny letoun. Obrana zadni
polosféry nebyla poZadovina. V ostatnich aspektech byla vy-
robcim ponechdna pomérné volna ruka.

Ze &tyi spolecnosti vyzvanych k vypracovini projektu bitevntho
letounu firma Gothaer Waggonfabrik viibec neodpovédéla
a Hamburger Flugzeugbau nabidla projekt P.40, dvousedadlovy
asymetricky letoun pohdnény jednim motorem DB 600, podobné
konfigurace, jako pravé v té dobé konstruovany Ha 141, Focke-
Wulf Flugzeugbau nabidla dvoumistnou verzi svého dvéma
motory Argus pohdnéného dvoutrupého Fw 189 4 jediny Henschel
se mezi konkurenty pokusil dodriet doporuceni a zaddani tech-
nického ifadu v navrhu malého jednomistného dvoumotorového
letounu oznaceného Projekt P.46.

Po vyhodnoceni viech t# doslych projekta bylo 1. fjna 1937
rozhodnuto o pfijeti ndaveha Dipl. Ing. Nicholause od firmy
Henschel a Dipl. Ing. Tanka od firmy Focke-Wull. Pies sku-
te¢nost, ze Focke-Wulf navrhoval dvoumistné fedeni, které mu
neziskalo pfizen Ufadu, obdrzely vyvojové kontrakty obé firmy.

Navzdory upfednosinéni Henschelova znateln& mensiho jedno-
mistného projektu, technicky ufad chytrac¢il s moZnosti pouZiti
viech hlavnich komponentd, vyjma stfedni trupové gondoly,
letounu Fw 189, taktického priizkumného a pro spoluprici s po-
zemnimi jednotkami ur¢eného jednoplo$niku. V této dobé byl
detailni projekt prizkumného Fw 189 jiZ dokon¢en a chystala se
stavba prototypu. Technicky 1fad souhlasil s tim, aby Focke-
Wull vyvinul pro Fw 189 zaménitelnou stfedni trupovou gondolu,
uréenou pro bitevni verzi.

Henscheltiv hlavni konstruktér Dipl. Ing. Friedrich Nicholaus
navrhoval pro novy bitevni letoun dvojici vzduchem chlazenych
dvoutadych invertnich (ve tvaruobriceného V) dvanactivilcovych
motori Argus a pancéfovou vanu dokonale chranici pilota.

Téméi ve viech ohledech konvenéni projekt i konstrukce.
Zvlastnosti ale byl trojihelnikovy prifez trupu. Tato vystfednost
ale nebyla vysledkem rozmaru konstruktéra, nybrz potfebou
zkonstruovat pancéfovou vanu kabiny tak, aby jeji bocni stény
byly vii¢i podlaze pod ostrymi thly. Jak ukdzaly zkoudky, od
téchto stén se odrazel znacny pomeér dopadnuvsich strel. Nevy-
hodou tohoto neortodoxntho pii¢ného prifezu byl extrémné tzky
pilotni prostor. Pfi dodrZeni pfijatelné §itky zikladny trupu a pfi
daném thlu sklonuboénich stén byla horni East trupu vzkd. Hlava
pilota byla ve vrcholu trojihelniku a faktorem ovliviujicim
rozmér pfiéného fezu trupu byla primérnd $ifka pilotovych
ramen.

Maketa nového letounu byla ihned po svém dokonéeni v kvétnu
1938 podrobena inspekei technického ufadu. Jeho odbornici
shledali nékolik nedostatk. Pfedev8im kritizovali extrémné
stisnény a silné pancéfovany pilotni prostor, ktery mohl vyvolal
klaustrofobii a neposkytoval dostateény boCni vyhled. %ﬁdﬂé
radikalni zmény v konstrukei viak nemohly byt provedeny,
protoze cely letoun byl postaven “okolo™ pancéfové vany pilotniho

Henschela a soupefe od Focke-Wulfa. Ukdzalo se, Ze ani jeden
z nich se nestane letadlem pilotovych sni. Z divodu levnéjsi
stavby Henschelova typu viak vyvoj Hs 129 pokratoval beze
zmény. Druhy prototyp Hs 129V2 poprvé vzlétl az 30. listopadu
1939 anedlouho poném se ke zku$ebnimu programu pfipojil také
Hs 129V3. Vyrobni{ &fsla prototypl byla pravdépodobné 0001 aZ
0003.

Na za&atku zku$ebniho programu se letové vlastnosti prototypl
Hs 129 jevily téméf katastrofdlné. Nejhordi obavy technického
ufadu se naplnily. Cely vyvoj letadla trpél vaZnym ndristem
hmotnosti — u prazdného vybaveného letounubylao 12 % vy3si,
ne# s jakou se poéitalo béhem posledni inspekce makety. Také

b 1"‘9&” i . 2 ; g iR
Focke Wulf Fw 189VIh s upravenou pancéiovanou gondolou
(sbirka M. Velka)

The Focke Wulf Fw 189VIb with revised armored nacelle
(M. Velek Collection)

prostoru, kterd tvofila zikladni prvek Nicholausovy koncepce.
Jakékoli vyrazné zmény by znamenaly pfepracovani celého
draku. Ne zcela bez odporu schviili pracovnici technického tfadu
pilotni prostor jako hotovou véc. MoZna se utédovali myslenkou,
ze Schlachiflugzeug je preduren jen ke kritkodobym bojovym
akeim.,

Jako dalsi vysledek inspekce makety byla v zafi 1938 zvétiena
plocha kiidla. RLM oznadilo projektovany letoun jako Hs 129
a nasledoval podpis smlouvy na stavbu tfi prototypil a pfipravu
predsériové vyroby. V fijnu zacala stavba prvniho prototypu
Henschel Hs 129V1.

V této dobé tovirna Focke-Wulf, soutéZici o kontrakt na letoun
ptimé podpory s jejim Fw 189, dokoncovala prace naFw 189 V1b,
prekonstruovaném na letoun pfimé podpory. Na jafe 1939 zacaly
s Fw 189 Vb tovirni zkousky, jejichZ vysledky ale nestily za nic
a letoun se brzy vratil do vyvojové dilny k provedeni duleZitych
zmén, aby byl pripraven na porovnavaci zkousky s Hs 129V1.
Mezitim jiz Focke-Wulf obdrzel kontrakt na jeden prototyp
Fw 189 ve verzi pro piimou podporu Fw 189V6, na ktery oviem
RLM pohliZzelo znaéné skepticky. Nebyl to pro né nic vic, neZ
nahradni program v piipadé, Ze by Henschellv projekt totalné
zklamal.

Prototyp Hs 129V1 poprvé vzlétl 26. kvéina 1939, Pii letovych
zkouskich se projevil jen maly rozdil mezi letovymi vlastnostmi

Fw 189 V6

pohonné jednotky Argus As 410A-0 ddvaly pfi vzletu jen 316 kW
(430 k) kazdy. Bez munice a s palivem jen v trupové nddrzi nebyl
Hs 129 schopen dosihnout plinované rychlosti a stoupavosti,
se kterymi se pocitalo pro plné naloZeny letoun.

Rozjezd byl dlouhy, zrychleni a stoupavost ubohé. Uvedeni
letounu do pomérné mirného piké i jeho vybirdani vyZadovalo
znaénou fyzickounamahu, Sily v fizeni byly pfili§ velké ve viech
letovych konfiguracich a se vzristajici rychlosti sila v fizeni
ptiméfené nartistala az do letu pod dhlem 45 stupfid, kdy se fizeni
stalo vét§inou nehybnym.

Béhem letovych zkousek, 5. ledna 1940, selhal druhy prototyp pfi
vybirdni plochého piké a byl zcela znicen. Poté, co u Hs 129V3
do$lo k unavovému lomu, zustal k dispozici pro vyzkoudeni
v provoznich podminkdch pouze prvni prototyp a 31.7.1940 byl
predan zkusebnimu stfedisku v Rechlinu (Erprobungssielle, Cili
E-Stelle Rechlin).

Zkugebni piloti jednohlasné tvrdili, Ze na Hs 129 neni co chvilit.
Letoun je zjevné podmotorovany, neohrabany a je namahavé
s nim létat. Létdni s nim v malé vysce a v turbulenci je velmi
nebezpeéné a ve vétiné piipadi je let na jeden motor nemozny.
Potvrdily se i obavy z klaustrofobie, zpisobené stisnénym pilotnim
prostorem, a pilotim se navic nelibila blizkost oken pfekrytu
kabiny u jejich tvafi a nedostate¢ny bocni vyhled.
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the design and development of pressurized cockpit capsules for
high-altitude aeroplanes and later on in the development of
remotely controlled rocket bombs and air-to-air as well as air-to-
ground rockets. It was with the design and development of the
guided and gliding bombs where the Henschel company won its
greatest successes.

The development

Hermann Géring, the Luftwaffe’s supreme commander (Ober-
befehlshaber der Luftwaffe - Ob.d.L.), stuck for a long period
quite dogmatically to the idea that using aircraft against ground
targets as a close-support weapon was militarily a wasteful
proposition and that it was good only for destroying the enemy
troops’ morale. But the analysis of the first months of the Spanish
Civil War brought about a radical change in the opinion of the
Ob.d.L. on the dedicated, armored close support aircraft.

The concept was neither revolutionary nor new, as it was used
already in the WW I, but the Technische Amt (RLM Bureau of
Technology) was certainly not elated. The opinion of the Bureau
was that the weight of armor sufficient to protect from the
concentrated ground-troops’ weapons fire would inevitably make
the aircraft too heavy and without sufficient range, useful only
under conditions of Luftwaffe’s own air superiority.

These doubts were in many respects vindicated, but in spring of
1937 the Ob.d.L. enthused over the capabilities of aircraft dedi-
cated to destroying enemy armored vehicles and fortified instal-
lations. Eventually the term attack aircraft (Schlachtflugzeug)
was introduced into handbooks and it was decided about inviting
tenders for a design and construction of such a machine.

In April of 1937 the Technische Amt issued newly formulated
requirements for a “Schlachtflugzeug " to four aircraft compa-
nies: Hamburger Flugzeugbau (later Blohm-Voss), Focke-Wulf,
Gotha and Henschel. The requirements had specified exactly that
the aircraft had to have two engines of relatively low power (twin
powerplants should have increased the chance of survival), mini-
mum size (so that the aircraft would have offered smallest target
to the ground fire), a 7Smm armored glass windshield, armor
protection to both engines and crew and the fixed armament of
two 20mm MG FF cannon and machine guns. Albeit it was not
stipulated, the Technische Amt presumed that the aircraft would
be a single-seater. The defence against the attack from the rear
was not required. In other respects the manufacturers were given
a relatively free hand. '

Of the four companies invited to participate in the attack aircraft
contest the Gothaer Waggonfabrik did not respond at all while the
Hamburger Flugzeugbau offered their P.40 project — a two-
place asymmetric, single DB 600 powered aircraft, similar to the
Ha 141 already under construction. The Focke- Wulf Flugzeugbau
offered a two-place version of its twin Argus As 10 engined, twin-
fuselage Fw 189. Only the Hepschel’s entry tried to stick to
Technische Amt’s suggestions and proposed a small single-place
two-engine aeroplane.

After an assessment of all three projects available it was decided
on 1st October 1937 to accept the designs of Dipl. Ing. Friedrich
Nicholaus of the Henschel company as well as that of Dipl. Ing.
Kurt Tank of the Focke-Wulf company, too. Albeit the Focke-
Wulf’s design was not favored by the “Amt“, the development
contracts were awarded to both companies.

Despite the Technische Amt’s preference for the Henschel’s
considerably smaller single-seat project, this Bureau was also
intrigued by the possibility of using all of the main components
(save for the fuselage pod, of course) of the Fw 189, a tactical
reconnaissance and army-cooperation monoplane. At that time
the design of the reconnaissance version was frozen and the
company prepared the actual construction of the first prototype.
The Technische Amt had agreed that Focke-Wulf should have had
built an exchangeable fuselage pod, intended for the attack
version.

Henschel’s chief designer Dipl. Ing. Friedrich Nicholaus propo-
sed a pair of Argus air-cooled, inverted-V twelve-cylinder engi-
nes for its attack aircraft, and an armored bathtub-like cockpit for
the pilot.

It was a thoroughly conventional project and design, save for
a few specialties. One of them was the almost triangular fuselage
cross-section. Yet this strikingly unusual shape was not a result
of designer's whim — the shape was dictated by the necessity to
design the armored bathtub with side panels acutely angled
relative to the floor so that the incoming projectiles would
harmlessly ricochet off them, as proven by tests. The drawback of
this unusual cross-section was an extremely narrow cockpit.
Keeping the lower fuselage acceptably wide and having a given
taper towards the spine the resultant fuselage upper part was
narrow. The pilot’s head was located in the top of an almost
triangular trapeze and the factor influencing the size of fuselage
cross section was he average width of pilot’s shoulders.

The mock-up of the new machine was subject to close inspection
by the Technische Amt immediately after its completion in May
1938. The experts from the Bureau found several deficiencies.
They were especially critical of the extremely cramped cockpit
and the insufficient view to the sides from the strongly armored
canopy, capable of inducing claustrophobia. But there were no
radical changes possible as the whole aircraft was built “around”
the cockpit’s armored bathtub that represented the basic element
of Nicholaus’ concept. Any major changes would entail a re-
design of the whole airframe. Not without some resistance had the
Technische Amt eventually agreed to accept the cockpitasa given
thing, probably finding some consolation in the fact thata Schlachr-
flugzeug was destined for missions of short duration only.

In September 1938 the wing area was increased as a result of
a follow-on inspection of the mockup. The new design received
the RLM designation Hs 129 and the contract for building of three
prototypes and for preparation of the pre-series production was
signed. The Henschel company had realized the contract quite
quickly, as the construction of the first prototype, the Hs 129V-1,
was commenced in October 1938, and the test program began
within eight months of contract signature, in April 1939.

At that time also the Focke-Wulf’s entrant into the contest for the
close support aircraft, the Fw 189V-1b, began the factory trials.
The results were not overly encouraging, so the machine was
quickly returned to the prototype workshop for substantial changes
to be prepared for the upcoming comparative trials with the
Hs 129V-1.

Meanwhile, the Focke-Wulf received an order for one prototype
of the Fw 189 in a close-support version, the Fw 189V-6, but the
RLM considered this as nothing more than a backup program for
the possible total failure of the Henschel project.

When the Hs 129V-1 started the flight tests on May 26th, 1939,
at the Erprobungsstelle Rechlin (Rechlin test site) the RLM test
pilots spoke unfavorably about both aircraft, the difference be-
tween Hs 129's flight qualities and those of its Focke-Wulf rival
proved to be minor indeed. It was quite apparent that neither of
them would become a pilot’s dream. The development of Hs 129
continued as the Henschel's type was cheaper to produce. The
first prototype was joined by the second one (Hs 129V-2) on 30th
November, while the third prototype (Hs 129V-3) joined the
flight tests soon afterwards. The serial numbers of these three
prototypes were probably in the 0001 to 0003 range.

At the beginning of the test program the flight characteristics of
the Hs 129 prototypes seemed almost catastrophical. The worst
fears of the Technische Amt became true. During the progressive
development the aircraft suffered from a serious increase in
weight — the empty equipped weight rose by 12 % compared to
weight calculated during the last mock-up inspection. Also the
Argus As 410A;0 engines produced only 316 kW (430 HP) of
take-off power each instead of the expected 342 kW (465 HP).
Without ammunition and with fuel only in the fuselage tank the
Hs 129 was unable to attain the speed and climb rate originally
calculated for a fully laden machine...

The take-off run was long, acceleration and climb rate abysmal.
To enter a shallow dive and to recover from it required an
inordinate physical effort from the pilot. The control forces were
too high in all flight regimes and with increasing speed the control
forces grew until in 45 degree dive, when the controls became
almost solid. During the flight tests on 5th January 1940 the first
prototype Hs 129V-2 failed to recover from a shallow dive and
was totally destroyed. After the Hs 129V-3 suffered a fatigue
failure of its airframe only the first prototype remained for
operational trials. So on July 31st, 1940 it was handed-over to the
E-Stelle Rechlin, too.

The flight tests were divided between company pilots and pilots
from the E-Stelle Rechlin. The test pilots were unanimous that
there was nothing to be praised on the Hs 129. It was markedly
underpowered, unwieldy and tiring to fly. It was very dangerous
inlow-level flightin turbulence and in most cases it was incapable
of flying on one engine. The fears of claustrophobia-inducing
cramped cockpit proved to be well founded and pilots disliked the
proximity of the windshield to their faces and the inadequate view
to the sides.

Tex!t continues on page 10

Focke-Wulf Fw 189 V6

Poznamka/Note

Prvnf tfi prototypy mohly pravdépodobné mit dostatek prostoru
ve vyhledu pro b&#né umisténi motorovych pfistrojii, takZe
teprve po zvétSeni plochy skel &elniho $titku kabiny byly
pfemistény na vnitfni strany motorovych gondol. [MV]

It was also quite probable that the first three prototypes could have
had enough space below the vision blocks for ordinary engine
instruments, so only after the increase in windshield transparen-
cies’ size were the engine instruments to be moved to inner sides
of engine nacelles as there was not enough room on the unusually
small and low-set instrument panel. [MV]

Translators note to our foreign readers: The original
translation of this book used the British spelling throughout.
But during the DTP processing some American English
spelling crept in inadvertently.

Vyzbroj Hs 129A-0 - Armament of Hs 129A-0
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NahoFe zndmy propagacni snimek jednoho z predsériovych Hs 129A-0 (sbirka Jaroslava Zazvonila)
A well-known propaganda shot of one of the pre-series Hs 129A-0 (J. Zazvonil Collection)

Henschel Hs 129A

V &ervnu 1940 byl vyroben prvni ze dvanacti pfedsériovych le-
tountt Hs 129A-0 a zahdjena vyroba prvnich Sestndcti sériovych
Hs 129A-1. Dvanict pfedsériovych Hs 129A-0 pravdépodobné
obdrzelo vyrobni ¢isla 0004 aZ 0015. Podle nékterych pramenti
se prvni z predsériovych Hs 129A-0 pfipojil jesté v 1ét& 1940
k provoznim zkouskdm v Rechlinu, aby nahradil chybéjici druhy
a tfeti prototyp. Po dohotoveni bylo viech dvanact Hs 129A-0 na
podzim 1940 pfedano k operaénim zkouskdm u bojového ttvaru
5. (Schlacht)/Lehrgeschwader 2. Aby se dosihlo alespoii mini-
malné pfijatelnych provoznich charakteristik, byla u verze A-0
provedena rizna zlep$eni. Kormidla byla vybavena elektricky
ovlidanymi vyvaZovacimi plo§kami. Namisto pfedsériovych
motortt As 410A-0 dostaly letouny dva dvoufadé vzduchem
chlazené invertni dvanactivalcové motory Argus As 410 série
A-1 0 objemu valcti 12 litrli a vzletovém vykonu 342 kW (465 k)
pfi 3100 otdtkdch za minutu. K vybavé patfil i odstfedivy
kompresor a karburitor se samoéinnou regulaci smési. Hmotnost
suchého motoru &inila 315 kg. Palivem byl letecky benzin
o minimalnim oktanovém Cisle 87. Motory pohanély dvoulisté,
automaticky stavitelné pravotodivé vrtule Argus o priméru2,62 m,
jejichz listy byly vyrobeny z tvrzeného dfeva.

Dipl. Ing. Nicholaus a jeho tym poloZili diiraz na vyhled vpied.
Proto byl &elni $titek zasazen pomémé hluboko vzhledem
k velikosti pilotniho prostoru. Vzhledem k nutnosti dodrZeni co
nejmendich rozmérll pancéfové vany, umistili pilotni sedadlo
tak, Ze spodni &ast pilotovych nohou byla pod &elnim Stitkem
v piidi a jeho tvaf sotva 30 ecm od pancéfového skla. Mala
vzddlenost o&i pilota od Eelniho $titku, v kombinaci s kratkou
sklonénou pfidi, zabezpetovala dobry vyhled smérem vpfed.
Boénimu vyhledu se nepfiklddala diileZitost. Vzad odsouvatelny
piekryt kabiny z $estimilimetrového pancife zajisfoval bocni
vyhled pravé jen tak, aby pilot mohl kontrolovat motorové
piistroje. Tyto byly umistény na vnitfnich stranach motorovych
gondol zdtivodu omezené $itky pilotniho prostoruatim i nezvykle
malé piistrojové desky. Pfekryt kabiny byl odsouvan pomoci
ozubenych kol a fetézti vedenych po vnéjsich strandch trupu nad
vystielnymi kandlky kanén, coZ bylo z hlediska aerodynamiky
ur¢ité zna¢né nevhodné feseni. ProtoZe &elni titek byl zasazen
hluboko, pfistrojovi deska se musela montovat nizko. Takové
uspofadani si vynutilo pouZiti neobvykle kratké fidici pdky,

Celni stit z nepriistrelného  skla
armored-glass windshield
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kulomet MG 17 rdze 7,92 mm - MG 17 machine gun cal. 7,92 mm

Hs 129A-0

kandn MG 151 rdie 20 mm
MG 151 cannon cal. 20 mm

pancéfové desky - armor plates

lomend ndbéind hrana - cranked leading edge

Hs 129A-0

prvni pomoc - first aid

rddiové pFistroje
radio set access panel

protoZe pfi montaZi normalni by v zatd¢kach dochdzelo k zakryvini
pfistroji. Tentomali¢ky “knipl” nebyl zkudebnimi piloty obliben.

Hlavfiovou vyzbroj tvofily dva kulomety MG 17 raZze 7,92 mm se
zasobou 500 nabojt na hlavef, umisténé ve spodni Casti
centropldnu. Nad nimi byly umistény dva kanény MG 151 rdZe
20 mm. Udaj o kandénech MG FF pouzitych u Hs 129A-0,
uvidény ve viech publikacich, se zcela rozchdzi s firemnim
manualem pro typ A-0 vydanym v bfeznu 1941, ktery uvadi
kanény MG 151, tedy stejné, jako u pozdgjsi verze Hs 129B.

Vzhledem k tomu, Ze v kabiné nebyl dostatek mista prozaméfovac
Revi C/12C, byl tento pfistroj montovin na pravou stranu pfidé,
tésné pfed Celnim $titkem. DosaZeni zvoleného thlu dtoku
usnadiovaly kovové liSty namontované na zaméfovaci.

Ocekavalo se, Ze Hs 129 ponese nejméné dvé 50 kg pumy na
zavésnicich pod kfidly jako doplnék standardni hlaviiové vyzbro-

je. Takto vyzbrojen mél podnikat stfemhlavé itoky, ale sily
v ruénim Fizeni pfi vybirani stfemhlavého letu umoZiiovaly tento
typ ttoku pouze pod tihlem do 15 stupiiti. Rychlost klonéni byla
sté#i dostacujici pro zménudrihy letu béhem itoki provdadénych
v mirném klesani a jakakoli zména rychlosti vyZadovala stalé
vyvaZovani. A¢koli byl Hs 129 stabilni kolem vSech os, 1étani
v turbulenci s nim bylo obtiZné. Po nékolika havariich na zemi
zplisobenych nedostatednym vyhledem byla také stile vice kri-
tizovana kabina.

Vyroba verze A-1 byla zastavena a padlo rozhodnuti vybavit

Sestnact jiZ téméf dokon&enych stroji novymi motory a pouZit je
jako pfedsériové kusy pro nové vyvijenou verzi Hs 129B.

Pokradovani na str. 14

Dolni snimek letounu Henschel Hs 129A-0 z &elniho pohledu poskytuje dobrou predstavu o “velikosti” cile protiletadlovych stFelcil

(sbirka J. Zazvonila)

The Hs 129A-0 in a head-on view offers a good idea of the miniature target this aircraft offered to antiaircraft gunners (J. Zazvonil

Collection)




Jednim = charakteristickych znakic Hs [29A-0 byla lomenéd ndbéznd hrana kiidla. Oba letouny s oznacenim GM+0G a GM+0J slouZily

pravdépodobné u skolni jednotky 4./SG 101 (sbirka ing. J Janecky)

One of the characteristic features of the Hs 129A-0 was the swept-back wing leading edge. Both machines, GM+0G and GM+0J, ser-

ved probably with the 4./SG 101 training unit (J. Janecka Collection)

Hs 129A |

In June 1940 the first of twelve pre-series Hs 129A-0 aircraft was
produced and the completion of the first sixteen of the Hs 129A-1s
were started. The twelve pre-series Hs 129A-0s probably received
the Werke Nummern 0004 to 00015. According to some sources
the first pre-series machines joined the operational tests at Rechlin
to make for the loss of the second and third prototype. Once
completed, the batch of dozen Hs 129A-0s was handed over for
the operational trials with the 5. (Schlacht)/Lehrgeschwader 2.

Argus As 410

To get at least acceptable flight characteristics, various improve-
ments were introduced. For example, the elevator and rudder were
equipped with electrically actuated servo tabs etc. Instead of the
pre-series Argus As 410A-0 series engines, the Hs 129A-0 were
powered by the As 410A-1 twelve cylinder air-cooled, inverted-V
engines of 12 liter swept volume, giving 342 kW (465 HP) at 3100
RPM. The engine was equipped with a centrifugal compressor
and the carburetor had automatic mixture control. The dry engine
tipped the scales at 315 kg. The fuel used was aviation petrol of
a minimum octane number 87. The engine drove a two-blade,
automatically controlled Argus airscrew of 2,62 m diameter,
whose blades were of resin-impregnated wood.

The original shape and layout of the cockpit enclosure did indeed
prove the Henschel company’s ample experience with vision
devices for tanks. The armored fighting vehicles formed a major
part of the military production of the concern.

As Dipl. Ing. Nicholaus and his team wanted to afford the pilot
a sufficient view forward and downward from the original minia-
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ture vision blocks, they had to place his face as close to the
armored-glass as feasible, i.e. about 30 cm. So it was necessary
to put the pilots’ lower legs under the windshield into the armored
nose. As the shape of the cockpit was dictated by ballistic
considerations, the seat was set low to provide some room at the
shoulder height while achieving the smallest size (and weight) of
the armored bathtub. It was also quite probable that the first three
prototypes could have had enough space below the vision blocks
for ordinary engine instruments, so only after the increase in the
windshield transparencies’ size were the engine instruments to be
moved to inner sides of the engine nacelles, as there wasnotenough
room on the unusually small and low-set instrument panel. The
increase in size of sliding hood windows still did not cure the
general lack of visibility to sides, much criticized by pilots for
dangers it brought when taxying and during formation flying.

The new V-shaped windshield installed on the A-0 series got
armored glass of alarger size that, combined with the short slanted
nose, offered an acceptable view forward. To provide the pilot with
maximum protection the sideways view was sacrificed. The rear-
sliding cockpit canopy was made of 6mm steel sheet armor and its
movement was controlled by toothed wheels and roller chains,
mounted externally on the fuselage above the gun troughs, defi-
nitely an unstreamlined solution. The small inset 75mm thick
armored glass windows allowed the pilot just to see the engine
instruments located on the inside panels of the engine nacelles.

The low-set instrument panel made for an unusually short control
stick that would not shield the instruments in turns as the long
stick would do. This tiny stick was not liked by the test pilots,
indeed.

The gun armament consisted of two MG 17 machine guns of
7,92mm calibre, with 500 rpg, located in the fuselage lower
center-section. Above the MG 17s a pair of the 20mm cannons
was fitted. All publications gave the type of cannon used in the
Hs 129A-0 as the MG FF, but the factory handbook for the A-0
type issued in March 1941 identified the guns as the MG 151/20,
i.e. the same type as that used in the later Hs 129B version. This
is rather confusing issue. While the obsolescent licence-built
Oerlikon MG FF had either a box (30 rpg) or a drum-type (60 rpg)
magazine, the MG 151/20, more suitable for use against armored
targets and for attack purposes thanks to its higher muzzle
velocity and rate of fire, was belt-fed. As there was no report of
modifications to the fuselage’s center section, where the breeches
and bulky magazine drums of the MG FF cannon would protrude,
for the new, much longer and slimmer 20mm weapons, it could be
presumed with a high probability that the Hs 129 was fitted from
the very beginning with the ballistically more powerful
MG 15/120 cannon with much less limited amount of ammuni-
tion available.

PILOTNI PROSTOR Henschel Hs 129A-0 COCKPIT

‘Iﬁ
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V prostoru kulometii MG 17 uz pro ruce
zbrojife mnoho mista nezbyvalo (sbirka
M. Bily)

There was not much space left around the
MG 17s for the hands of armorers
(M. Bily Collection)

UloZeni kandnu MG 151/20 v pravém
boku trupu. PFistup ke zbrani umoZniovala
velkd vypoukld odkldpéci kapota (shirka
M. Bily)

MG 151720 installation in the starboard
fuselage side. Access to the weapon was

provided by a convex hinged cover
(M. Bily Collection)

As there wasnot enough space in the cockpit, the Revi C 12/C was
installed on the sloping fuselage nose immediately in front of the
windshield, slightly offset to starboard. The metal fins, protru-
ding from side of the sight housing, helped the pilot to establish
a right angle of dive.

It was expected that the Hs 129 would carry at least two 50kg
SC 50 bombs on the underwing racks as an augmentation of the
standard internal weapons. So armed it should have been able to
execute dive-bombing attacks, but the inordinately high elevator
forces during a pull-out allowed for only 15 degree dives. The rate
of roll hardly sufficed for controlling the flight path during

shallow diving attacks, and even a slight speed excursion de-
manded constant trimming. Despite its stability around all axes
the Hs 129 was tiresome and difficult to fly in turbulence. After
several ground collisions caused by the lack of look-out the layout
of cockpit and canopy was severely criticized.

While the operational trials were just underway the series produc-
tion of the Hs 129A-1 was interrupted and all sixteen machines
produced were redesigned to take the new radial engines and were
finished as the Hs 129B-0s — the B version pre-series.

Text continues on page 16
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Henschel Hs 129A-0
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Tyto vykresy jsou rekonstrukei podie dostupné a dochované puvodni technické dokumentace
These drawings are based on available original technical documentation

o IKarel Placek 1993

HS 129 A-0

.




Druhy sériovy letoun Hs 129B-1 (Werk Nr. 0152) jeSté s krycimi plechy pFes vystfelné kandly.
Na vedlejsi strance je stejny letoun v pohledu odzadu. Dobfe viditelné jsou dlouhé vyfukové ndtrubky (sbirka Martina Velka)

The second series-produced Hs 129B-1 (W. Nr. 0152) with the original faired-over gun troughs.
The same machine viewed from the rear (opposite page). Long exhaust stacks are clearly visible (M. Velek collection)

Henschel Hs 129B
Hs 129B-1

V souvislosti s nedostate¢nymi vykony letounu, jeZ byly z vétsi
&asti zplisobeny nizkym vykonem pohonnych jednotek, zacal
Dipl. Ing. Nicholaus pracovat na novém projektu P.76. Pro-
jektovany letoun byl oproti Hs 129A mimé zvétSeny s rozpétim
15,50 m, délkou 10,11 m a vy$kou 3,51 m. Pohanét jej mély
vykonné&j&i motory Gnéme-Rhone 14M 04/05, kterych bylo po
porazce Francie k dispozici velké mnoZstvi. Naléhava potfeba
bitevnich letounii a dlouhd doba potfebna pro dotaZeni nového
projektu do sériové vyroby, vedly k novému nafizeni RLM
— nepokradovat ve vyvoji projektu P.76 a upravit pivodni verzi
Hs 129A pro dvouhvézdicové francouzské motory. Technici
RLM doufali, Ze zastavba novych motori by mohla podstatné
zlepsit vlastnosti Hs 129.

Pro maximalni urychleni prace na nové verzi Hs 129B byl zpét do
Schonefeldu staZen opraveny Hs 129V3 a jiz 19. bfezna 1941
zalétan s novymi francouzskymi motory. Tyto nové pohonné
jednotky Gndéme-Rhone 14M 04/05 davaly vzletovy vykon
515 kW (700 k) a 485 kW (660 k) ve vySce 4025 m. SouCasné
s Hs 129 V3 se zacalo s tpravou Sestnacti kustt Hs 129A-1 na
verzi B-0. “Nové” letouny obdrZely vyrobni ¢isla 0016 aZ 0031.
Treti prototyp byl sice béhem zkusebnich leti zniCen, stroje verze
B-0 jej v3ak nahradily a pozdg&ji byly odesliny k provoznim
zkouskim do Rechlinu.

V rameci zastavby novych motort byl upraven centroplan a pre-
misténo vnitini vybaveni letounu vzhledem k tomu, Ze t&zsi
pohonné jednotky posunuly téZi$té kupfedu. Také Sipovité vnéjsi
¢asti kiidel byly pfekonstruoviny na pfimé. Nejvaznéjsinedostatky
ve vykonech Hs 129 byly vykonné&j$imi motory zlepSeny.

Zkousky probihajici v Rechlinu s letounem pohanénym fran-
couzskymi motory vyvolaly ponékud vice nadSeni, nez zkousky
jeho Argusy pohdnéného pfedchidce. Pfedmétem kritiky ale
i naddle ziistaval stisnény pilotni prostor a hlavn& nedostate¢ny
vyhled z néj.

Pfesto, Ze rozebihajici se sériovd vyroba obdrZelanejvy3siprioritu,
sjel prvni sériovy Hs 129B-1 (Werk Nr. 0151) z vyrobni linky
v Schénefeldu teprve v prosinei 1941.
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zamérovac Revi C 12/C gun sight

Hs 129B-1  swarsi

early

novy tvar pridé -

neEW nose

Hs 129B-1, Hs 129B-2

novéjsi B-1 a B-2

late B-1 and B-2

Chiadic oleje

U sériové verze Hs 129B-1 byly kone&né vyslySeny hlasy pilotii.
Zcelapiepracovany byl odsuvny piekryt pilotniho prostoru a také
elni &titek, ktery byl vyroben z jednoho kusu 75 mm silného
pancéfového skla na rozdil od lomeného $titku pouZitého
u dfivéjsich verzi. Také pfid trupudoznala velkych zmén. Namisto
pfidé s ostfe lomenymi plochami se nyni objevuje novi, aero-
dynamicky mnohem jemngji propracovana. Vyhled z kabiny se
po viech téchto uipravich podstatné zlepsil.

Kromé téchto hlavnich znaki se nékolik z pocatku vyrobenych
kusit ligilo od pozdéjsich zakrytovianim vystfelnych kandll jak
kandni (stejné jako u verze A-1 nebo B-0), taki kulometii MG 17.
Tato tprava je vidét na fotografiich druhého vyrobeného kusu
Hs 129B-1 (Werk Nr. 0152).

Veskeré rozdily mezi verzemi B-0 a B-1, které uvadi W. Green
ve své knize “Letadla Treti Rise " ataké ostatni autofi, ktefi z jeho
priace pravdépodobné vychdzeli, jsou zcela pochybené, nebof
zamé&fiuji Hs 129B-1 za B-0. W. Green mimo jiné uvadi, Ze verze
B-0 bylo vyrobeno 10 kusi (Werk Nr. 0151 az 0160), coZ ale
dostupné piivodni némecké manuily na typy B-0 a B-1 zcela
jasné vyvraceji. Po vyrobeni prvniho kusu Hs 129B-1 v prosinci
nasledovaly dalsi tfi kusy v lednu 1942, tfi v Gnoru a Sest kust

kanén MK 101 30mm cannon

opustilo vyrobnf linku v bfeznu. Tempo vyroby slibné nartistalo
a ne méné nez 31 kusti Hs 129B-1 bylo zkompletovano v dubnu,
ale zpozdéni doddvek komponentii od subdodavatelii vyrobu
zna&né zpomalilo. AZ do f{jna 1942 se poCet mési¢né vyrobenych
kusti pohyboval okolo dvaceti a teprve v tomto mésici se podafilo
vyrobit vice letounii (33) neZ v dubnu.

Hs 129B-1

hvézdicovy motor Gnome-Rhione

pristdvaci reflektor

radial engine
pancérové desky rovnd ndbéind hrana
armored plates straight leading edge

zvednutd kapota kanénu MG 151
cover of MG 151 cannon

in open position

landing light

15



Ojedinélé tovdrni fotografie letounu Hs 129B-1 s podvésenou piidavnou nddrii. Za pozornost stoji snimatelny univerzdlni rdm pod
trupem, na ktery se montovaly i zdvésniky pro pumy (sbirka M. Velka)
A unique factory shot of an Hs 129B-1 with jettisonable fuel tank attached. Note the removable universal frame under the fuselage,

serving also for attachment of bomb racks (M. Velek Collection)

Standardni vyzbroj Hs 129B-1 byla dopliiovana specidlnimi
sadami vyzbroje, které na letouny montoval pozemni persondl
pfimo na polnich letistich podle okamZitych poZadavki fronty.
Nékteré vyzbrojni varianty mohly byt kombinoviny az do
maximalni vzletové hmotnosti.

Vétsina soucasnych publikaci uvadi, Ze Riistsatz R1 pro letoun
Hs 129B-1 pfedstavovaly dva pumové zivésniky ETC 50 pod
kiidly, schopné nést budto 50kg pumu nebo kontejner AB 24
obsahujici 24 protipéchotnich pum SD 2 o hmotnosti 2 kg.
Némecké obsluzné pfiruc¢ky pro Hs 129 viak tyto zavésniky
uviadéji jako standardni vybaveni, coZ také dokazuje pfevazna
vitsina fotografii. Je zcela zfejmé, Ze technické pfirucky letounu
Hs 129 musi odpovidat skute¢nosti. Potom ale zlistiva otizkou,
zda oznacovani jednotlivych vyzbrojnich sad pismenem R a pfi-
pojenym &islem, tak, jako tomu bylo u mnoha jinych letounti

Pokradovani na str. 18

Motorovd gondola Hs 129B-1 (sbirka M. Velka)
Hs 129B-1 engine nacelle (M. Velek Collection)
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Hs 129B

Because of the insufficient performance of the aircraft caused
mainly by the low output of the powerplant used Dipl. Ing.
Nicholaus started work on anew project, the P.76. The new design
was slightly enlarged (as compared to the Hs 129), with a 15,50
metre wingspan, 10,11 m length and 3,51 m height. It should have
been powered by the more powerful Gnéme-Rhone 14M 04/05,
available in large numbers when France fell to Germany.

But the pressing need for attack aircraft and the long time
necessary for bringing the P.76 project into series production led
the RLM to order the work on the development of their project and
to adapt the original Hs 129A airframe for the French powerplants.
The RLM engineering staff hoped that the mating of new engines
to the existing airframe would substantially improve the charac-
teristics of the Hs 129.

To speed-up the work on the new version the Hs 129B as much as
possible, the Hs 129V-3 was pulled back to the Schénefeld factory,
having been test-flown for the first time with the French engines
as early as 19th March, 1941.

The new Gnome-Rhéne 14M 04/05 powerplant gave 515 kW (700
HP) of the take-off power and 486 kW (660 HP) output at 4000 m.
Concurrently with the reconstruction of the V-3 prototype, six-
teen Hs 129A-1s were rebuilt to the B-0 standard. These machines
received Werk Nummern 0016 to 0031. The Hs 129V-3 was
destroyed during the test flying, yet it was replaced by B-0
machines that were also subsequently sent to Rechlin for accep-
tance trials. During the modifications required for installation of
the French engines the wing center section was modified, some
internal equipment was relocated towards the tail and the origi-
nally swept-back outer wing sections were given a straight
leading edge. These measures were taken to compensate for the
forward shift of the center of gravity, caused by the heavier
powerplants.

The installation of more powerful engines did improve the most
serious performance deficiencies of the Hs 129. Trials at Rechlin

Z letisté Satalovka v Rusku operoval také tento Henschel Hs 129B-1/R2 ,modré G* od 4./Sch.G 1. Kvéten 1942 (sbirka M. Balouse)
Also this Hs 129B-1/R2 , blue G* from the 4./Sch.G 1 flew from the Shatalovka airfield in Russia. May 1942 (M. Balous Collection)

with machines powered by the French engines brought about
slightly more enthusiastic comments than those of their Argus-
powered predecessor. But the cramped cockpit and especially the
poor visibility had remained high on the “must be improved” list.

Despite the highest priority given to the commencing production,
the first series-built Hs 129B-1 (W. Nr. 0151) left the Schonefeld
assembly line not earlier than in December 1941.

Only with the production version of the Hs 129B-1 were the
complaints of pilots heeded. The cockpit enclosure was comple-
tely redesigned, the rear-sliding cockpit canopy was fitted with
large Plexiglas top and side panels (the latter made sliding) and
the windshield was made from a single large single-curvature slab
of 75mm armored glass, as opposed to the V-shaped windshield,
used on preceding versions. Also the fuselage nose was much
modified, with the original angled, single-curvature steel sheet
structure replaced by a smooth, double-curvature steel proboscis
of more streamlined form. The view from the canopy was much
improved by the modifications.

In addition to the above mentioned changes, some early-produc-
tion B-1 machines got the MG 17 and MG 151/20 gun troughs
covered, as they were on the A-1 and B-0 series.

A photograph of the second produced Hs 129B-1 (W. Nr. 0152)
proved that, indeed.

These data should supplant all previous information regarding the
Hs 129A, B-0 and B-1 modifications, including those published
in the W. Green’s comprehensive and revealing book “dircrafi of
the Third Reich” and in other works by authors who drew on this
source. They erroneously substituted the B-0s for B-1s, while
there were no ten B-0s, too. The German handbooks for the
Hs 129B-0 and B-1 prove these facts.

Since the first Hs 129B-1 was produced in December 1941, three
further machines followed in January 1942, another three in
February and six machines left the assembly line in March. The
production rate rose promisingly and in April not less than 31
examples of the Hs 129B-1 were completed. Nevertheless the
modifications dictated by the operational experience and the
belated supplies of components from subcontractors slowed that

optimistic production tempo considerably. So until October the
monthly production rate hovered around twenty machines, and
only then the number of aircraft delivered (33 machines) rose
above the April value.

The standard armament fit of the Hs 129B-1 was augmented by
special “Riistsatz” weapon Kits, attached to the aircraft in the
field by the ground personnel, according to the actual demands of
the front. Some of these kits could have been carried simultane-
ously, with the maximum take-off weight of the machine having
been the limit.

Most of today’s sources state that the R1 Riistsarz for the
Hs 129B-1 consisted of two ETC 50 bomb racks under wings,
each capable of carrying either a 50kg bomb or an AB 24 container
with 24 of SD 2, Zkilogram antipersonnel bombs.

But the original German servicing manuals for the Hs 129 listed
these racks as a standard fit, this being supported by the majority
of available photographs. It was quite sure that the Hs 129
manuals corresponded with reality, indeed.

| Text continues on page 20
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Luftwaffe, viibec existovalo. O moZnostech zavéSovénirizné vyzbroje
naletoun Hs 129 nemiiZe byt pochyb. V dostupnych firemnichmanualech
viak neni Zadna zminka o tom, Ze by byly jednotlivé druhy podvéSené
vyzbroje jakymkoli zptisobem ¢&islovany. Pro pfehlednost a také pro
nedostupnost kompletnich dobovych pramentl, které by jednoznaéné
dokazovaly, %e se takovéto oznafovani nepouZivalo, budeme sady
vyzbroje oznacovat nadale timto systémem.

Varianta R2 byla uréena pro boj s tanky. Pfedstavoval ji pod
trupem podvéseny protitankovy kanon MK 101 raZe 30 mm se
zasobou 30 granat. Kanén byl uloZeny v odnimatelném aero-
dynamicky tvarovaném pouzdru. Celkovd nosnost letounu
umoZnovala kromé kanénu nosit na zavésnicich pod kfidly dvé
pumy o hmotnosti 50 kg nebo dva kontejnery AB 24.

Riistsatz R3 byla baterie ¢tyf nezakrytych kulometi MG 17 riZe
7,92 mm umisténa pod trupem na specidlnim loZi. Pro kaZzdou
z hlavni letoun nesl 500 ndboji. Také v tomto pfipadé mohl
Hs 129 nést pumy na zavésnicich pod kfidly.

Riistsatz R4 tvofily étyfi zdvésniky ETC 50 pod trupem, uréené
pro zavéseni &tyf S0kg bomb SC 50 nebo ¢tyf kontejnert AB 24,
obsahujicich 24 protip&chotnich pum SD 2. Tyto zavésniky byly
pfipevnény na lyZinach, které umoZiiovaly podvésit také zavésnik
pro jednu pumu o hmotnosti 250 kg nebo pfidavnou nddrZ
o objemu 300 litrii. A¢koliv existuji tovarni fotografie s podvé-
Senounadrzi, uoperaénich jednotek pravdé podobné nebylanikdy
pouZita. Stejné tak se mezi mnoZstvim frontovych fotografii
Hs 129 nepodafilo nalézt ani jedinou, ktera by doklddala bojové
lety s 250kilogramovou pumou. Naopak existuje mnoho fotografii,
doklddajicich ¢asté pouZiti ¢tyf pum nebo kontejneri pod trupem.
Kromé popsanych vyzbrojnich sad uvadi vétdina soucasnych
publikaci je$t& Riistsarz RS. Tato sada piedstavovala fotograficky
pistroj Rb 20/30 nebo Rb 50/30 vertikilné uloZeny v trupu. Pfi jeho
instalacibylazredukovinazisobamunice. OmoZnosti vybaveni letounu
Hs 129 témito pfistroji se ale tovarni manuily viibec nezmifiujf.
Béhem ledna 1942 byla zformovéna I. Gruppe Schlachtgeschwa-
der 1 vyzbrojena letouny Hs 123 a Bf 109E. Jeji 4. Staffel,

sestavena v Lippstadtu v severozipadnim Némecku, se stala prvni
jednotkou, jiZ byly urychlen& dodény sériové Hs 129B-1. Do poloviny
dubna 1942 obdrZela celkem 12 strojii a po ukonCeni intenzivntho
predkoleni na novy typ se 10. kvétna pfesunula na vychodni frontu.
Geschwader Stab a ob& Gruppe Schlachtgeschwader 1 (na
II. /Sch. G1 byla pfejmenovana II. (S)/LG 2) byly podfizeny
Lufiflotte 4 v jiznim Rusku, kterd podporovala 8. kvétna zahdjenou
ofenzivu sméfujici na Krym a k dobyti Sevastopolu.

Pocatkem &ervna dostala 4. Staffel nové protipancéfové kandny
MK 101 ra¥e 30mm a zaroveii byla pfesunuta k Charkovu, aby
zde &elila ofenzivé sovétskych vojsk. Cerstvé zavedené Hs 129B
hraly v bitvé o Charkov dilezitou roli. Do poloviny fervna
zni&ily 23 sovétskych tanki a piisobily paniku mezi jednotkami
protivnika. Pfes nesporné lispésny vstup do bojovych akei se
potet bojeschopnych Hs 129 drasticky sniZoval diky problémiim
s francouzskymi motory Gnéme-Rhone. Tyto pohonné jednotky se
ukézaly jakoextrémnénespolehlivé. V lep&im pfipadé odmitaly poddvat
plny vykon a v hor$im shofely bez varovini. K tomu pfistupovaly
problémy s pisty a nedostatek nahradnich dilii. Navic byly velmi citlivé
naprach a pisekruskychstepi. Z téchtodiivodii si Luftwaffe tytomotory
nikdy neoblibila. Vyvoj novych filtrii trval celych pét mésici.

Krométechnickych problémiiale byly motory Gnome-Rhénei pomemé
dost zranitelné. Na rozdil od silného pancéfovani pilotni kabiny, které
dokonale chranilo pilotapfed palbou ze zemé, byly motory pancéfovany
slabé a vyfadit z ¢innosti je dokdzalo i drobné poskozeni. Hs 129B sice
mohl doletét zpatky na zdkladnu jen s jednim zdravym motorem,
vyZadovalo to ale zna¢nou fyzickou ndmahu pilota.

Piloti 4. /Sch. G 1 neprosli fadnym vycvikem v pouZivani kandni
pro boj s tanky. Proto museli vymyslet vlastni taktiku, kterd ale
nebyla pfili§ zdafild. VSechnu svou munici vystiileli na jediny
tank. Stfileli tak dlouho, dokud neza&al hofet. Vyhodou této
taktiky bylo to, e vZdy usmrtili nebo alespoii vyfadili z boje
i celou osédku tanku. Nevyhodou byla mala efektivnost v boji.

Zbrojifi jednotky nebyli vycviteni pro obsluhu a udrzbu nové
zavedenych kanénil. Diisledkem bylo mnoZstvi zivad na kanénech

Stars$i Hs 129B-1 s kruhovymi vstupy vzduchu na letisti v Charkové na podzim 1942. Pov§imnéte si pFistdvaciho reflektoru pod

ndbéinou hranou levého kiidla (Foto Winkler via Berndd Denés)

Early-production Hs 129B-1 with rounded carburettor air intakes, Kharkov airfield, autumn 1942. Note the landing light under the

port wing leading edge (Photo Winkler via Berndd Denés)
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MK 101, coZ vyﬁsﬁlo v jejich demontdZ a nahrazen{ pumovymi
zavésniky. Nané bylomoZné mimob&2nych pum zavésiti pouzdra
naplnéna stfepinovymi pumami SD 4 o hmotnosti 4 kg.

V 16t& 1942 bylo nafizeno, aby kaZda stihaci eskadra bojujici na
vychodni frontd, utvofila jednu protipancéfovou Staffel vy-
zbrojenou letouny Hs 129. Jako prvni a zaroveii jako posledni z
téchto jednotek vznikla 1. stpna 1942 Panzerjigerstallel /JG 51
“Mélders ™. Jejim prvnim velitelem byl ustanoven Oblt. Eggers.
K vytvofeni protitankovych Staffel u ostatnich Jagdgeschwader
viak nikdy nedoslo.

Piloti Pz. J. Staffel/JG 51 byli na rozdil od piloti 4. [Sch. G 1
dostateéné vycvigeni pro sviij kol a pfesvédéeni o cinnosti
spravné provadénych ttoki na tanky.

Od 11. srpna do 16. zafi jednotka se svymiosmi letouny operovala
na Moskevské fronté. Béhem této kratké doby piloti uskuteénili
73 bojovych vzleti a znitili 29 nepfatelskych tankii. Poté byla
staZena z fronty k aktivnimu odpoéinku a intenzivné cvicila
stfelbu na atrapy tanki. Cela Staffel dosahovala priimérné 60 %
zasahti a Uspé$né nicilainejtéZsi typy sovétskych tanki. DosaZené
vysledky podstatné zvy3ily diivéru piloti v kanon. Provadéla se
také cvifeni ve spoluprici s armadou pro zajidténi vzdudné
podpory na vyZadani.

Na podzim vytvofila svou protitankovou Staffel i II. Gruppe
Schlachtgeschwader 1 a ihned ji také nasadila do bojovych akei.
Bez jakychkoli zkuSenosti s protitankovymi ttoky byli piloti
8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 v listopadu vrZeni do bojii na jiZnim iseku fronty
pravé ve chvili, kdy za¢inalasovétska ofenziva. Navic byla proti-
tankovymi kanény vyzbrojena jen ¢ast pfidélenych Hs 129,

16. listopadu silné uskupeni 250 sovétskych tanki prolomilo
italsky tsek fronty v ohybu feky Don. Stuky i bombardéry,
spoleéné s Messerschmitty Bf 109 II. /Sch. G 1 nedoséhly v boji
s tanky Zadnych vyraznych ispéchi, aviak Sesti Hs 129 od
8. /Sch. G 1 vyzbrojenym kanény MK 101 se béhem dvou dni
podafilo zni¢it deset tanki. A¢koli se tento tspéch stal cennou
ukazkou toho, ¢eho mohou dosihnout Hs 129 vybavené kandny,
bylo to p#ili§ mdlo na to, aby se za daného poméru sil podafilo
zménit situaci a jednotka se vratila zpét do Voro$ilovgradu. V té
dobé jiz byl pocet bojeschopnych letount 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 siln&
zredukovan protiletadlovou palbou i stfelbou z péchotnich zbrani.
Aby docasné posilila 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1, z moskevské fronty byla
staZena Pz. J. Staffel/JG 51. Pfichod jejiho dobfe vycviceného
persondlu mél dobry vliv na piloty Sch. G 1. Béhem jejich spole¢ného

piisobeni na front8, od 1. do 16. ledna, znicila kazda z jednotek tfinact
tank. Poté, co byla 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 doplnéna novymi letouny, byly
obé Staffel opét rozdéleny a nadile bojovaly samostatng.

Béhem sovétského tstupu od Charkova k VoronéZi zniéila
8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 dalgich 23 tankiia 27.ledna 1943 se pfesunula do
oblasti Kurska s pouhymi $esti bojeschopnymi letouny. Tam byla
doplnéna dal§imi Hs 129, nesoucimi podvésené kanény MK 101.

Mezitim byla 30. z4H 1942 na leti$ti Dgblin-Irena zformovana dalSi
jednotka vyzbrojena Hs 129, 4. [Sch. G2, v jejim? stavu se nachazelo 12
letounti Hs 129B... 2. listopadu opousti Staffel misto svého vzniku
a vydava se na cestu do severni Afriky. Béhem pfesunu byla ztracena
tietina letount, tfi ze &tyf ztrat byly zpiisobeny selhanim motori.

Po dosaZeni cilového leti§té 10. listopadu byly schopnymi ope-
raéniho nasazeni uzniny jen &tyfi ze zbylych osmi letount.

Poustni pisek $kodil francouzskym motorim jeSté vice, neZ
prach ruskych stepf. Navzdory zlep§enym filtrim byly po dvou
nebo tiech akcich z leti§té Staraset ztraceny dva letouny za
spojeneckymi liniemi v disledku zdvad na motorech. Zby vajici
Hs 129 byly pfemistény do Tripolisu k provedeni generédlnich
oprav. Zde se zaroveii pokouseli vyvinout nové dostalujici
prachové filtry pro motory Gnéne et Rhone, ovem se slabymi
vysledky. Zbyvajici Hs 129B u 4. [Sch. G 2 byly pravdépodobné
zni¢eny 23. ledna 1943, kdy 8. britskd armdda obsadila Tripolis.
Personal Staffel byl evakuovén do Bari v jiZni Italii, kde byla
jednotka znovu vyzbrojena a pozdéji odeslina na vychodnifrontu.

Nelekajic se prvniho afrického netdspéchu, vytvofila Luftwaffe
jestd jednu jednotku s letouny Hs 129, kterd méla operovat
v poudti. Z byvalych Jabo Staffel JG 27 a JG 53, operujicich ze
Sicilie proti Malt&, byla koncem listopadu 1942 vytvofena
8. (Pz)/Sch. G 2. Jiz v druhém tydnu prosince byla pfesunuta do
Tunisu a po¢atkem roku 1943 zadala bojové létat z velkého letiSté
v El Aouina. Na poditku bojii méla ve svém stavu 7 letounii Hs 129
a ackoli celkovy polet strojii vzrostl z deseti, které jednotka méla
v tinoru, aZ na 16, které méla v dubnu, pocet bojeschopnych byl diky
poruchim motortistale nizky. Pfesto jednotka v boji proti spojeneckym
tankiim a obménym vozidliim dosihla mnohem lepsich vysledkii, neZ
jejich predchidci ze 4. [Sch. G 2.

V kvétnu byla 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 2 z Afriky evakuovana na Sardinii
a odtud po kratky ¢as operovala v podfizenosti Fliegerfiihrer
Sardinien. Na potatku Eervence 1943 byla pfesunuta na vychodni
frontu, aby se zde pfed nadchdzejici bitvou u Kurska pfipojila
k ostatnim jednotkam také vyzbrojenych typem Hs 129.
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The remaining question was whether the designation of indivi-~

dual weapon sets routinely used on other Luftwaffe types, applied
also to the Hs 129. That various weapon fits have been carried,
was of course beyond doubt, but the available manuals did not
contain any numeric Ristsarz designation, albeit this was absolu-
tely commonplace with other manufacturers. So for the sake of
clarity and for lack of any definitive source of information what
would prove positively that the numbering of Riistsdtze for
Henschels did not exist, this text uses the hitherto common
designation of various weapon sets.

The R2 kit was a dedicated anti-tank weapon pack, consisting of
the underslung MK 101 cannon of 30 mm calibre, with 30 rpg. It
was carried in a detachable streamlined underbelly pod. The total
load-carrying ability allowed to hang two 50kg bombs or two
AB 24 bomb containers under the wing racks.

Most of the photographs show the Hs 129B-1's with underwing
bomb racks eveh when the aircraft carries the R2 gun pack under
its belly. This is the already mentioned proof of the fact that the
underwing bomb racks were a standard fit, appearing even on
some Hs 129B-2s.

The R3 Riistsatz was a non-faired battery of four MG 17 7,92mm
machine guns attached to a special underbelly tray. Its ammuni-
tion supply was 500 rpg. Bombs on wing shackles were a standard
complementary armament fit.

The R4 Riistsatz consisted of four ETC 50 racks attached under
fuselage, intended for carriage of either four 50kg SC 50 bombs or of the
same number of AB 24 containers with 24 pieces each of the SD 2
fragmentation (antipersonnel) bombs, The racks were attached to
stiffeners that also provided for carriage of a rack for a 250kg bomb or
a 300 liter jettisonable fuel tank. Despite the factory photographs
depicting an Hs 129B with external tank attached, it probably had not

vstup vzduchu s prachovym filtrem  air intake with sand filter

been used with operational units save for very long ferry flights (to
Africa). Also many front-line photographs failed to prove that the 250kg
bombs were carried. On the other hand, there were many photographs
depicting carriage of four bombs or containers under the fuselage.

The majority of current publications listed also the RS Ristsatz,
comprising the Rb 20/30 or Rb 50/30 camera, installed vertically
in the fuselage, serving for tactical reconnaissance. This installa-
tion was quoted to reduce the ammunition supply for fuselage
weapons. The existence of this Riistsatz was highly dubious, as
the aircraft handbooks did not mention that equipment kit at all.

During January 1942 the I Gruppe/Schlachigeschwader 1 was
formed, equipped with Hs 123 and Bf 109E aircraft. Its 4th Staffel,
set up at Lippstadt in Northwestern Germany, became the first
unit hurriedly supplied with the pre-series Hs 129B-0s and the
first series Hs 129B-1s. It received by mid-April 1942 altogether
12 machines of the Hs 129B-1type and after the intensive conver-
sion training on the new type it has moved to the Eastern front on
10th May 1942. Staff flight (Geschwader Stab) and both Gruppen
of the Schlachtgeschwader 1 (the designation II. /[Sch. G 1 was
given to the former II. (S)/LG 2) were subordinated to the
Lufiflotte 4in Southern Russia, supporting the offensive launched
on 8th May against the Crimea and aimed at conquering the
Sevastopol. In early June the 4th Staffel received the MK 101
antiarmor cannon of 30mm calibre, being moved towards Kharkov,
to stem the offensive of Soviet armies. The “just arrived” Hs 129s
played an important role in the battle of Kharkov. By mid-June
they destroyed 23 Soviet tanks and caused panic among the
enemy’s troops. Despite the undoubtedly successful combat
debut the number of battleworthy Hs 129 drastically declined
owing to problems with the French Gndéme-Rhone engines. These
powerplants proved to be extremely unreliable. On better occa-
sions they refused to give full output, on the worse ones they
caught fire without warning. Atop of that there were problems
with pistons and a shortage of spare parts. And what was the most
critical shortcoming — these engines were very sensitive to the
dust and sand of Russian steppes. For the above mentioned reasons
the Luftwaffe never became very fond of these engines. The develop-
ment of new air intake filters lasted all of five months.

The pilots of the 4. [Sch. G 1 did not undergo a proper operational
training for using the cannon against tanks. So they had to devise
their own tactics that had not proved too successful. They spent
all of their ammunition on a single tank, firing until it had
“brewed-up”. The advantage of this tactics was that the complete
tank crew was always killed or disabled. The disadvantage was
that itlowered the battle efficiency. Also the unit’s armorers were
not trained in servicing and maintenance of antitank cannon
armament with the resulting high failure rate of the already
obsolescent MK 101 cannon, leading to their eventual removal
and replacement with bomb racks.

Piistroje v pilotni kabiné pro Hs 129B-1 a B-2
Cockpit Equipment

1. Dilkovy oddélovaci spinaé fremote battery cut-off switch
2. Spinage profswitches for:
fotograficky pfistroj/camera
uB-1- éerpadlo palivové nddriefwith the B- 1s: fuel tank booster pump
u B-2/with the B-2s:
2a - ¢erpadlo kiidlové ndadrie/wing tank fuel booster pump
2 - &erpadlo trupové nadrie/fuselage tank fuel booster pump
Zataékomér/turn and bank indicator
Tryska horkého vzduchufhot air outlet
Poziéni svétla/navigation lights
Reflektor/landing light
. Tlaéitkovy spina pro fotokulomet/camera gun
. Pika vyikové korekce
. Pika ovlddani nouzového reZimu (110 % vykonu)
. Paka pro normélni plyn
. Paka aretace
. Ovladdni pozarnich kohouti
. Ovladani topeni pilotniho prostoru
10. Umléovaci tlagitko podvozku
11. spinaé pro piistrojové lampy, motor a pilotni prostor (prostorova lampa)
12, Stmivad
13. Hasici piistroj
14. Vypinad sité
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15. Spinaci skfiiika pfestavovini trimu kormidla

16. Rukojet odsouvani krytu kabiny

17. Spina¢ zapalovdni

18. Stmivaé pro pfistrojové lampy

19. Spinaci skiiiika pro vrtuli

20. Ctyflampovy piistroj pro podvozek

21. Palubni hodiny

22. Rychlomér

23. Vyskomér

24. Deska provoznich ddaji

25. Ukazatel vytapéni Pitotovy trubice

26. Nouzovy odhoz krytu kabiny

27. Kompas

28. Zatickomér

29. Tlakomér dvojitého pfepliiovani

30. ZSK 244A

31. Nouzovy odhoz bomb a odhoditelné nadrie (B-2)
32. Spinaé pro FuG 16Z, topeni, mé&ni¢ a cilovy let
33. Spinaé frekvence a pfipojné krabice pro FuG 162
34. Paka a zavddéci otvor pro ruéni tlakové olejové Eerpadlo
35. Ovlddaci pfistroj FuG 16Z

36. Ovladdnf pistdvacich klapek

37. Ovladani podvozku

38. ZajidtEni piky ovladini podvozku

39. Nouzové ovladani klapek chlazeni motoru

40. Kontrolka topeni v pilotnim prostoru
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Hs 129B-1

Hs 129B-1 novéjsi/late
Hs 129B-2

Pilotni prostor Hs 129B - Cockpit of Hs 129B
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Prasné severoafrické prostiedi Henscheliim pFilis nesvédcilo. Letoun na snimku je Hs 129B-2 (W. Nr. 0310 ?) od 8 /Sch. G 2. Tripoli,

konec roku 1942 (sbirka M. Balouse)

Dusty North African environment was not healthy for the Henschels. Depicted here is the W.Nr. 0310 (or 0370 ?) from 8/Sch. G 2,

Tripoli, late 1942. (M. Balous Collection)

In summer of the 1942 each fighter Geschwader flying on the
Eastern front was ordered to establish one antiarmor Staffel
equipped with the Hs 129 aircraft. As the first and also the last of
these units the Panzerjdger Staffel/JG 51 “Mdlders ™ was estab-
lished on 1st August, 1942. Its first commander was Oblt. Eggers.
The establishment of further Panzerjdger Staffeln in other
Jagdgeschwadern never materialized, though.

Nevertheless the pilots of the Pz. J. Staffel/JG 51 were, contrary to the
pilots of the 4. /Sch. G 1, well trained for their task and were sure of the
efficiency of a well-executed attack on tanks. From 11th August until
16th September the unit, with its eight aircraft, operated on the Moscow
front. During that short period of time they made 73 sorties and destroyed
29 enemy tanks. After that the unit was pulled back from the front forrest
and reforming and resting actively, its pilots trained gunnery on tank
targets. The whole Staffel averaged 60 % of hits and successfully
destroyed even the heaviest of Soviet tanks. The results achieved
considerably increased the pilots’ belief in the cannon. Also the on-
demand close air support of troops was practiced.

In Autumn also the II. Gruppe/ Schlachigeschwader 1 established its
antitank Staffel and put it into the battle immediately afterwards. In
November, without any previous experience with anti-tank attacks, the
pilots of the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 were thrown into the battles on the southern
section of the front at the very beginning of a Soviet offensive. And, to
make things worse, only some of the Henschels assigned to the Staffel
were armed with antitank cannon.

On, 16th November a strong force of some 250 Soviet tanks broke
through the Italian-defended section of the frontline inabend of theriver
Don. Neither Stukas nor bombers together with Messerschmitts Bf 109
of I /Sch. G 1 did achieve any marked success against the tanks, but the
six Hs 129 of 8. /Sch. G 1, armed with MK 101 cannon managed to knock
out ten tanks within two days. Although this success was a valuable
proof of capabilities of the cannon-armed Hs 129s, it was too little to
change the balance of power under given circumstances and the unit
returned backto Voroshilovgrad. Atthat time the number of battleworthy
aircraft of the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 was strongly reduced both by the
antiaircraft artillery and small-arms fire.

Inorder toaugment thedepletedstrengthof the 8. (Pz)/Sch.G 1, the Pz. J.
Staffel/JG 51 was transferred from the Moscow front. The arrival of its
well-trained personnel had positive effecton the Sch. G 1'spilots. During
their joint operations on the front between Ist and 16th January, 1943
each unit destroyed 13 tanks. Once the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 was replenished
with new aircraft, both Staffeln were split again to fight separately.
During the Russianretreat from KharkovioVaronyezh the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 1
further destroyed 23 tanks and on 27th January 1943 was transferred to
the Kursk area with only six combatworthy machines left. The 8. (Pz)/
Sch. G 1 was supplied with further MK 101-carrying Hs 129s there.
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Meanwhile on 30th September 1942 at the Dgblin-Irena airfield,
another Hs 129 equipped unit was formed, the 4. [Sch. G 2, having
twelve Hs 129s on its strength...

To North Africa

On 2nd November the Staffel had left its birthplace and set off on
a journey to North Africa. During the ferry flight a third of the
total number of machines was lost, with three of the four Henschels
falling victim to engine failures. Upon arrival at the airfield of
destination on 18th November only four machines of the remain-
ing eight were found capable of operational missions.

The desert sand hurt the French engines even more than the dust
of Russian steppes. Despite the improved filters, after two or three
missions from the Staraset airfield two machines were lost behind
the Allied lines owing to engine failures. The remaining Hs 129s
were transferred to Tripolis for general overhaul. An attempt to
develop new sufficiently effective dust filters for the Gnome-
Rhéne engines was undertaken there, but with poor results. The
last surviving Hs 129s were probably destroyed on 23rd January,
1943, when the British Eighth Army took Tripolis. The Staffel’s
personnel was evacuated to Bari in Southern Italy, where the unit
was again reformed, reequipped and later despatched to the
Eastern front.

Undaunted by the initial African set-back, the Luftwaffe created
another Hs 129 unit to fight in the desert. The fighter-bomber
(Jabo) Staffeln of the JG 27 and JG 53, operating from Sicily
against Malta, were by the end of November, 1942, amalgamated
into the 8. (Panzer)/Schwerer Schlachtgeschwader 2 or in short
the 8. (Pz)/S. Sch. G 2. This new unit was transferred to Tunis as
early as in the second week of December and from the beginning
of 1943 it began combat operation s from the large airfield at
El Aouina. At the start of its operations the Geschwader was
equipped with seven Hs 129s and despite the fact that the total
number of machines rose from ten Henschels available in Febru-
ary to 16 aircraft in April the number of combatworthy Hs 129s
was permanently low owing to the constant engine failures. This
was despite the fact that this unit was much more successful in
combatting the Allied tanks and armored fighting vehicles than its
predecessors from the 4. [Sch. G 2.
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In May the 8. (Pz)/S. Sch. G 2 was transferred from Africa to
Sardinia whence it operated for a short period under the command
of Fliegerfiihrer Sardinien. In the beginning of July, 1943 it was
ferried to the Eastern front to join other Hs 129 armed units at the
eve of the battle in the Kursk salient.

Hs 129B-2

Béhem kvétna 1942 nahradila na vyrobnich linkach stroje Hs 129B-1
verze B-2. Henschelii Hs 129B-1 bylo od prosince 1941 do kvétna 1942
vyrobeno celkem 50 kusti (Werk Nr. 0151 az 0200). Vyroba pfela na
novou verzi zcela plynule a zpoCatku se nové Hs 129B-2 od svych
predchiidett ligily pouze zménami v palivové soustavé. Od prvniho
vyrobeného kusu B-2 (Werk.Nr. 0201) byl v potrubi ke kaZdému motoru
mezi sdruZenym palivovym filtrem a palivovym Cerpadlem na motoru
zafazen regulator tlaku. Mimoto byly u B-2 také &erpadla v kfidelnich
nadrZich, aby se v tropech sniZilo nebezpeéi pferuSované doddvky
paliva vznikem parnich polStifkil v potrubi. Tyto zmény viak nebyly
kone&nym feSenim a béhem celé vyroby Hs 129B-2dochazelo v palivové
soustavé k dal$im Upravam.

Z vnéj$iho pohledu se tedy na Hs 129B-2 prakticky nic nezménilo. Proto
je velmi obtizné rozeznat na fotografiich prvni vyrobené kusy B-2 od
star$ich strojii verze B-1. S pokradujici vyrobou Hs 129B-2 viak
dochdzelo priibéZné ke zménam v konstrukei tak, jak se postupné
hromadily zkuSenosti z opera¢niho nasazeni.

K prvni takové zméné doslo jesté béhem vyroby Hs 129B-1. Od Werk
Nr. 0189 se na vyskovém kormidle jiZ neobjevuje popiska upozoriiujici
na spravnou polohu nibojové tyée trimu vy$kovky na jeji homi strané.
Do W. Nr. 0290 bylo u Hs 129B-1 i B-2 tladitko slouzici k vysunuti
7ebifkuumisténonad nim, vhorni &asti trupu. Od W. Nr.0291 byl Zebiik
uvoliiovin pomoci zajisfovaciho koliku. Od W. Nr. 0301 byla zavedena
nové tvarovana pid trupu. Od W. Nr. 0331 se v pfidi montovalo topent,
k némuz se pomé&mné velkym otvorem pfivadél vzduch. ProtoZe se vSak
na fotografiich pozdéji vyrobenych letount otvor neobjevuje, lze
predpoklidat, Ze se jeho pfemisténi do pfidé neosvédcilo a vyroba se
vratila k plivodnimu umisténi.

Hs 129B-2 s kandnem MK 103
Hs 129B-2 with MK 103 cannon

Nahote Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2 (W. Nr. 141859), “Cervené D",
od IV/SG 9 létal s kandnem bez krytu. Viimnéte si antény
radiokompasu na hfbeté trupu (Sbirka M. Balouse)

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2 (W. Nr. 141859), “red D", from
1V./SG 9 above flew with the cannon less its streamlined fairing.
Note the ADF loop antenna on the fuselage spine. (M. Balous
Collection)

krdtké vyfuky short exhausts

Hs 129B-2
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Hs 129B-2

During May of 1942 the Hs 129B-1 was supplanted by the B-2
version on the production lines. From December 1941 until May
1942 50 Hs 129B-1s were produced (W. Nr. 0151 to 0200). The
production was switched to the new version gradually and the new
Hs 129B-2s differed from their predecessors only in fuel system
changes. Commencing with the first B-2 produced (W. Nr. 0201)
a pressure regulator which was fitted to the fuel lines between the
combined fuel filter and the engine fuel pump. Besides that, the
B-2s were fitted with wing fuel tanks feeder pumps to reduce the
risk of fuel vapor locks under tropical conditions. These changes
were not definite and the B-2s’ fuel systems were subject to
further modifications during the production.

From the outside the changes were not much apparent, so it was
rather hard to tell the first B-2 machines produced from the B-1s.
But there were continuous changes to Hs 129B-2 design during
production, as required by the operational experience. The first
such change already came to effect during the production of
Hs 129B-1 — beginning with Werk Nummer 0189 the inscription
on upper surface of the elevator, stressing the right position of the

I Text conlinues on page 35

Vievo: Oblt. Weber, Staffelkapitiin 10.(Pz)/SG 9, pied svym

Hs 129B-2/R2 vvzbrojenym kanonem MK 101. Wechodni fronta,
zima 1943-44 (shirka P. Petricka via Dénes Berndd)

Oblt. Weber, Staffelkapitéin of the 10.(Pz)/SG 9. in front of his
MK 101-armed Hs 129B-2/R2. Eastern front, Winter 1943-44

Od Werk Nr. 0331 se také objevuje plnici hrdlo pro tlakovy zisobnik
vzduchu v nabéné hrané levého kifdla tésné u trupu a zaroveii je vnéjsi
pfipojka tlakového oleje pfemisténa to téhoZ mista na pravém kfidle.

Od W.Nr. 0351 je do ocasni ¢4sti Henscheliimontovino vlecné zafizeni
pro vlek kluzaki DFS 230.

Mimo téchto zmén, u nichZ je zndmo vyrobni &islo letounu, od kterého
ke zméné doslo, existuje mnoZstvi tiprav, u kterych se to doposud
nepodatilo zjistit. Tak byly béhem vyroby piivodni dlouhé vyfukové
natrubky nahrazeny kratkymi, sméfujicimi nahoru. U starSich strojii byl
poudit pomémé vysoky sloupek antény, u pozdéjsich pak anténa vedla
piimo z trupu. Nékteré pozdéji vyrobené letouny byly navic vybaveny
radiopolokompasem s ramovou anténou charakteristického tvaru (viz
vykres). Letouny z potdtku vyroby nemély na celnim Stitku Zpétné
srcatko. Jemoiné, Ze jehopouZitisouviselo smontazi vie¢néhozafizeni
pro kluziky, nelze viak vyloucit ani moZnost jeho montaZe na zakladé
poZadavki pilotli od bojovych jednotek.

Béhem vyroby se také prestdhoval automaticky fotopfistroj Rb 24
z pHdé trupu do ndbéZné hrany pravého kfidla. Svétlomet umistény na
levém kfidle se objevil pouze u star$ich stroji, pozdéji vyrobené kusy
jim vybavenynejsou. Pivodni vstupy vzduchu ke karburdtorim umisténé
podmotory mély kruhovy pritfez. Bshem vyroby verze B-2 je vystfidaly
nové, obdéInikové. Od poloviny roku 1943 Luftwaffe zacala pouZivat
Sestimistna sériova &isla. Henschely Hs 129 se pak objevuji s Cisly
v sérifch 140000, 141000 a 162000 (u verze B-3). Pocet kusti v jedno-
tlivych sériich neni moZné jednoznacné urcit.

Piivodné byly pro Hs 129B-2 pouZiviny stejné sady vyzbroje jako pro
Hs 129B- 1, ale se vzriistajici potfebou pouZitiletounti jako Panzerjdgerii
byly postupné vybavoviny i¢innéj$imi protitankovymi kanony. U verze
B-2 plati totéZ, co bylo popsano u verze B-1 — soucasna literatura ne-
odpovida tovamim manudliim a navic kaZdy autor uvadi néco j iného.
Pro piehlednost ponechdvdme oznadeni &islované.

Varianta Hs 129B-2/R1 byla vybavena pumovymi zivésniky pod
trupem i kfidly stejné jako B-1/R4. Napiiklad v pfipadé zavéSeni
kontejnerit AB24 mohl Henschel néstmaximalné ¢tyfi pod trupemadva
pod kiidly.

Varianta Hs 129B-2/R2 nosila zpocitku pod trupem kanon MK 101
a pozdéji (od poloviny roku 1943) MK 103 rdZe 30mm se zisobou 100
granitii. Tato zbraii byla dalSim vyvojovym stupném kanonu MK 101
s vy3Si tsfovou rychlosti a plo$si drihou stiely.

Varianta B-2/R3 byla vyzbrojena pod trupem uchycenym kandnem
BK 3,7 raze 37mm se zisobou 12 naboji. Podle sou¢asné literatury si
tatotiprava vyZidala odstranéni kulometti k ziskani prostoru pro zasobu
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kandnové munice. Cely kandn veetné zdsobniku se pak nachazel vné
trup, proto jedinym diivodem k odstranéni kulometi (pokud skutecné
byly odstranény) mohl byt nartist hmotnosti.

Kandnem BK 3,7 bylo vybavenojen pomémémalé mnoZstviHs 129B-2,
hlavné proto, Ze se v boji proti tankiim dokonale osvédil leh¢i MK 103,
ktery mél navic v&ts{ zisobu stieliva. DalSim divodem, pro¢ bylo
kanony BK 3,7 vyzbrojeno jen malo Henschelii mohlo byt také to, Ze
touto zbrani byly sériové vyzbrojeny protitankové Junkersy Ju 87G,
které se v bojich plné osvédéily a navic nesly tyto kandny dva. O na-
sazeni Hs 129B-2/R3 u frontovych jednotek nejsou Zidné zpravy.
Jako varianta Hs 1219B-2/R4 by vaji oznacoviny Henschely s kanénem
BK 7,5. Toto oznateni je viak chybné a zcela jednoznacné jde
o Hs 129B-3 (viz dale).

Od podzimu 1942 se pro Wehrmacht stivaly stile vét$im problémem
sovétské tankové divize, rostouct jako houby po désti. Nebylo to jen
obrovskym mnoZstvim novych tanki, které Sovéti neustile doddvali na
frontu, ale také jejichkvalitou, kterd se od potitku vilky ac¢né zlepsila.
Nové typy tanki KV a T-34 s kandny riZe 76 mm a velmi silnym
pancéfovanim byly pronémecké tanky Panzer [l a Panzer IV skutecné
silnym protivnikem.

Vyraznou pomoci vboji proti témto tankiim semély stit protipancéfové
jednotky Luftwaffe, aviak kanén MK 101, ktery aZ doposud tispésné
nicil viechny star$i typy sovétskych tanki, nebyl schopen prorazit
75mm &elni pancif tanku KV, ani 45mm Celni pancif u typu T-34.
O pouiti kanénu MK 101 na letounech Hs 129 podal 1. srpna 1943
nasledujicizpravudiistojnik 1A des Lufiwaffenfiihrungsstabes (opera¢ni
distojnik generdlniho $tabu): , MK 101 se v mnoha pFipadech projevil
jako nedostatecny. Neprdtelské tanky casto nebyly jesté po nékolika
zdsazich vyFazeny z boje, nybrz pokracovaly v jizdé, i kdyZ casto hoFict
nebo s vieckou koufe. Proto je také pro Hs 129 poZadovdna silnéjsi
vyzbroj, kterouby byloumoinéno jednimnebo dvéma zdsahy nepidtelske
tanky vyFadit z boje.”

Také pokusy sesvrhavinim t&Zkych leteckych pum natankové uskupeni
nebyly piilis Gispésné. Aby byl tank zni¢en, musela puma vybuchnout
nejméné v jehotésné blizkosti, ale poZadované pfesnosti bombardovini
se dosahovalo jen vyjimecné.

Protobylokoncem roku 1942 v Rechlinusestaveno “Versuchskomma ndo
fiir Panzerbekdampfung " (ZkuSebni komando pro boj s tanky), které
mélov praxi vyzkouset rizné letouny a zbrané v boji proti tanktim. Byly
mu pfidéleny letouny Junkers Ju87G s kanény BK 3,7 réZe 37 mm pod
kazdym kifdlem, Junkers Ju 88 s kanénem Pak raze 75 mm pod trupem,
Messerschmitt Bf 110 s jednim kanénem BK 3,7 pod trupem a letouny
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Rumunsky Hs 129B-2 se svou typickou vyzbroji pod trupem
— zdvésniky pro étyFi pumy. (Sbirka Constantina Bujora)

Rumanian Hs 129B-2 with its typical underbelly armament
— a rack for four bombs. (C. Bujor Collection)

Henschel Hs 129B. V dubnu 1943 bylo komando pfeloZenona vychodni
frontu. Zatimeo Ju 88 a Bf 110 se ve stihdni tanki neosvédcily, Ju 87
a Hs 129 dosahly velmi dobrych vysledki. Béhem bojii na kubdiiském
pfedmosti se jim mimo jiné podafilo v lagundch potopit vice neZ 1000
transportnich ¢luni.

Zpotdtku bylo nasazeni stihacti tankti omezeno rozkazem OKL pouze
na ni¢eni nepratelskych tank, které prolomily frontu. Ve spoluprici se
svazy Stuk a bitevniho letectva se ale Panzerjageriim podafilo vyvinout
taktiku, kterd umoznila jejich nasazeni na bitevnim poli bezprostfedné
pied vlastnimi oddily. 17. Cervna je “Versuchskommando fiir
Panzerbekdmpfung ” rozpuiténo a jeho jednotlivé Utvary pfidéleny
k bojovym jednotkam padle typu letounu.

V tinoru 1943 je u Lufiflotte 4 v Chortiza sestaveno “Panzerjagdkom-
mando Weiss ", jemuz byly podfizeny i n&které jednotky Hs 129. Pod
vedenim Obstlt. Otto Weisse (RK+EL) byla tato jednotka mnohokrat
Uspé3né nasazena k likvidaci pronikajicich tankovych skupin protivnika.
Z tohoto komanda bylo po kritké dobé vytvofeno nové uskupent
“Flihrer der Panzerjdgerstaffeln” (FuPz), do néhoZ byly zafazeny
viechny v téZistich bojii dosud samostatné operujici Staffel vyzbrojené
Jetouny Henschel Hs 129. Koncentrace protitankovych jednotek pod
jednotné velenia jejich nasazeni na front& ve vétsich skupindch vedly ke
znacnym uspéchiim. Pred pocatkem bitvy u Kurska byly “Fiihrer der
Panzerjdgerstaffeln” podiizeny &tyfi Staffel Hs 129 pod velenim Hptm.
Bruno Meyera. Mnohé z jejich letounti byly pfed neddvnem vyzbrojeny
novymi kanény MK 103.

Operace “Zitadelle” zacala 5. Cervence 1943 ve 3 hodiny rano. Od
pocitku bitvy byly Hs 129, operujici z letisté Mikojanovka, vzdileného
asi 20 km severozapadné od Charkova, nasazovany pfevainé proti
tankovym silam protivnika na jiZznim kfidle ttoku, zatimco bitevni
Fw 190 shazovaly z vysky okolo 600 m kontejnery naplnéné
protipéchotnimi pumami SD 2. Tyto kontejnery se oteviraly nékolik
metrti nad zemi a rozsévaly velké mnoZstvi stiepinovych pum do
nepfitelskych pozic. Tfi dny po zahdjeni utoku pronikly némecké
pozemni jednotky vice nez40kilometrii za ptivodni sovétské linie ajiZzni
kiidlo Gtoénych armad se dostalo aZ do blizkosti Bjelgorodu, v jehoZ
okoli se prostiraly velké zalesnéné prostory.

Brzy rano 8. ervence skupina Hs 129 vedend samotnym Meyerem
zpozorovalamnoZstvi sovétskych tankii zcelanecekané dto¢icich priavé
z téchto lesti na odkryté vychodni kiidlo [I. 8§ Panzer-Korps (I
pancéfovy sbor $S) pod velenim Gen. Hussera. Meyer se nejdfive spojil
s Mikojanovkou, vyZadal si posily, a pak ihned zatto¢il. Béhem 15
minut zde bylo prvnich 16 Hs 129B od 4. /Sch. G 2 pod velenim Hptm.
Matuschka a pak postupné ndsledovaly 8. [Sch. G 2 vedend Oblt.

Oswaldem, 4. /Sch. G 1 vedena Oblt. Domemannem a 8. [Sch. G 1
vedend Lt. Orthem. Zatimco jedna Staffel tto€ila, druha se vracela na
zakladnu, tfetf doplitovala palivo a munici k dal$imu titoku a Ctvrtd se
bliZila k cili, aby znovu zatto¢ila. Zatimco Henschely tto¢ily na tanky,
Major Alfred Druschel (drZitel RK+S) vedl své Fw 190 vyzbrojené
kontejnery se stfepinovymi pumami do ttoku na protivnikovu péchotu
amobilni postaveni flaku doprovazejici obrménce. Henschely utoily na
tanky z boku a zezadu, kde je pancéfovéni slabsi. Béhem hodiny byla
vét§inatankiivplamenech, aty, které tohoje§té byly schopné, se obritily
natték. Sovétsky protititok byl zcela zastaven. Bez jediné vlastni ztrity
znidily nebo téZce poskodily Henschely pod Meyerovym vedenim vice
neZ 80 sovétskych tanki a mnoho dalSich vozidel, které mohly II.
pancéfovému sboru SS zptisobit obrovské ztrity, pokud by nebyly
zastaveny véas. Nepfitelsky protititok byl zastaven jesté pfed rozvinutim
a nepfitel donucen k dstupu.Protipancéfovym jednotkam Luftwaffe se
podatilo bez jakéhokoliv zasahu pozemnich vojsk znovu stabilizovat
situaci.

V bojovém prostoru Armédni skupiny stfed se o nékolik dni pozdéji
podafilo Luftwaffe tento kousek zopakovat. Bojova zprava 9. armady
a 2. pancéfové armady doslova sdéluje: ... Bezprostiedni ohroZent
seleznicnilinieasilnice Orel-Karacev, kierdjiz byladosaZenasovéiskou
pancéfovou brigddou a je pFeruSena, odstranila Luftwaffe Fiznym
a znicujicim iitokem svych stthacii tankil na pronikajici obrnéné sily
nepiitele...” Vrchni velitel armddy za tuto akci podékoval radiem
vrchnimu veliteli Lufiflotte 6takto: , Poprvévdéjindchvdlky se podafilo
Lufiwaffe bez podpory ze zemé znicit proniknuvsi pancéfovou brigddu
protivaika. ” Béhem operace “Zitadelle ” uskutecnila Luftwaffe celkem
37421 bojovych vzletiiasestielila 1735 letount protivnika, pfi vlastnich
ztratach 64 letounii. Kromé toho bylo svrzeno 20 tisic tun pum a ze
vzduchu zni¢eno 1100 tanki a 1300 nepfitelskych vozidel.

18. fijna 1943 dochazi k velkym zméndm v organizaci a oznacovani
bitevnich a stfemhlav bombardujicich jednotek Luftwaffe. Stuka-
geschwader byly pfejmenoviny na Schlachrgeschwader. Staré bitevni
eskadry Sch. G 1 aG 2 byly zruSeny a z jejich Gruppe doplnény ostatni
jednotky. Tyto zmény postihly i vSech pét Sraffel vyzbrojenych letouny
Hs129. Kedni 18.10.1943 vzniki nova jednotka V. (Panzer)/Schlachige-
schwader 9. Oznaceni jednotlivychtvari Hs 129 bylo zménéno takto:

z ... Fiihrer der Panzerjdgerstaffeln...... se stal ......... Stab 1V. (Pz)/SG 9
b T T TG E—— e stala ....... 10. (Pz)/SG 9
z ..8.(Pz)/Sch.G 1 ... .. se stala ....... 11. (Pz)/[SG 9

ze . 4. (Pz)/Sch.G 2 .. . sestala ... 12. (Pz)[SG 9
T B APEYSCl. G 2 it i iniiins se stala ....... 13. (Pz)/SG 9
z ... Panzerjdagerstaffel{JG 51 ................ se stala ... 14. (P2)/SG 9
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Pozemni persondl Grupul 8 Asalt béhem pFiprav k dal$imu letu. Fotografie nahofe a dole zachycuji rumunské Hs 129B-2 s pivodnimi
michalskymi kriZi. Ukrajina, zima 1943-44 (Sbirka Constantina Bujora)

Grupul 8 Asalt's ground personnel during preparation for the next flight. Rumanian Hs 129B-2s depicted here and below wore the
original Michaels’ crosses. Ukraine, Winter 1943-44 (C. Bujor Collection)

Stab1V. (Pz)/SG 9 byl navic doplnén ¢asti $tabu byvalé Sch. G 1. Pod
velenim Bruno Meyera byla nyni jednotka pfesouvdna z mista namisto,
podleokamZitych potfeb fronty, vZdy tam, kdese k titoku koncentrovaly
nepfitelské tankové jednotky.

Rumunsky Hs 129B-2 (No. 118) na jednom zasnéieném
ukrajinském letisti v zimé 1943-44 (Sbirka Constantina Bujora)
Rumanian Hs 129B-2 (No. 118) on an snow covered Ukrainian
airfield in winter 1943-44 (C. Bujor Collection)

Kromé Luftwaffe v té dob& pouZivaly letouny Hs 129 také jednotky
pfimé podpory rumunského kralovského letectva (Fortele Aeriane
Regale ale Romana). Grupul 8 Asalt (8. itoéna skupina) méla ve své
sestavé Escadrile 41, 42 a 60abylapodfizena Corpul I Aerian (1. letecky
sbor), ktery operoval v ramci némecké Lufiflotte 4, pfestoZe byla
pfesouvina po celé fronté jak na tsecich Lufiflotte 4, tak i Lufiflotte 6.
Béhem zimy 1943/44 a nasledujiciho obdobi se provozuschopnost IV,
(Pz)/SG 9 zlepsila na pfiblizné 70 %, coZ znamenalo, Ze 50 - 60 letounti
bylovZdy schopnych opera¢niho nasazeni. Jediné kanény MK 103 jesté
nebyly dostateéné vyzkouSené v podminkich silnychmraziina vychodni
fronté a stiavalo se, Ze pfi extrémné nizkych teplotach zbrafi zamrzla
a nebyla schopna stfelby.

Béhem prvni poloviny roku 1944 dosahly jednotlivé Staffel
IV. (Pz)/SG 9 mnoha mimofadnych uspéchiiana kontonékterych
pilott pfipadlo jiZ vice neZ 50 zni¢enych tankd. 10. (Pz)/SG 9
Hptm.Ruffera byladokonce dvakrat jmenovana v hlasenich OKW:
» 13.bFezna 1944 - Viéikychobrannych bojich v prostoru vychodné
od Tarnopolu ...si jedna Schlachifliegerstaffel pod velenim
Hauptmanna Ruffera vedla zvld3r dobre.”

w13. dubna 1944 - Na severu Krymu a v iZiné severovychodné od
Feodosie znicily jednotky bitevnich letcii béhem poslednich dvou
dnii 82 sovétskych tankii ..o tyto uspéchy se zvldsté pricinila
Schlachtfliegerstaffel vedend Hauptmannem Rufferem.”

1. kvétna 1944 letéla IV. (Pz)/SG 9 pod vedenim Bruno Meyera jiZ
10 000. bojovy let.
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Hs 129 s SG 113
“Forstersonde”

27. prosince 1943 byla 11. (Pz)/SG 9 staZena z fronty k osvéZeni na
letisté Udetfeld a 20. ledna 1944 byla pfejmenovina na
Erprobungskommando 26 Tato jednotka pakslouZilajakoexperimentalni
a zkuSebni pro pouZiti riznych zbrafiovych systémi na Hs 129,

Béhem vyroby Hs 129B byly na tyto letouny pokusné instalovany riizné
druhy zbrani, které mély slouZit v boji proti tanktim. Postupné byly na
Henschelech mimo jiné vyzkouseny rakety (WurfGerdt) W. Gr. 21 raZe
210 mm, W. Gr. 28 raze 280 mm, rakety “Panzerblitz 1 ” raZze 70 mm,
ataké “Panzerblitz2 " raZze 55 mm. Mimo téchtoraket bylo vyzkouseno
také podvésné pouzdro obsahujici plamenomet. Ke vSem témto pokusnym
instalacim se ale nedochovala témér Zadna fotografickid dokumentace.

Rozhodné nejzajimavéjsi zbrani zkousenou na Hs 129 byl Sondergerdt
SG 113A “Forstersonde” testovany na zkuSebné E-Stelle Tarnewitz.
Zbrar se skladala ze Sesti hlavni SG 113A rdZe 77 mm, zabudovanych
vertikalné ve stfedni Casti trupu Hs 129 tésné za kiidlem. Hlavné byly
sklonény pod thlem 15 stupfitismérem vzad a kaZzda obsahovala niboj,
jehoZ wnéjsi kovovy obalmél razi 77 mm. Po opusténi hlavné se ale obal
rozpad] a k cili letélo jen jadro raiZe 45mm. Pokusy s timto typem stfel
dokizaly mnohem vétsi schopnost proriZet pancif, neZ stiely klasické.
V pridi Henschelu byla zabudoviina anténa ve tvaru “T” reagujici na
anénu magnetického pole zpiisobenou nepfitelskym tankem. Zbrafi byla
aktivovina ve chvili, kdy se letoun nachazel piimo nad nim a z hlavné
SG 113A vystielil projektil smérem dolil pod jiZ zmménym thlem 15

stupiiti. Sondergerdt SG 113A byl pokusné namontovan do tfi Hs 129B,
znichZ jeden mél vyrobni &islo 0249 a dalsi byl dokonce verze B-0, stile
jesté pouZivané k pokusnym ucelim. Nejsou ale Zadné zpravy o tom,
Ze by takto vyzbrojené Henschely byly nasazeny na fronté.

Hs 129B-3

JiZ od roku 1942 byl do letounu Ju 88 montovan pozemni protitankovy
kanon Pak 40L. Pro letecké poutiti ale musel prodélat vyrazné tpravy,
pfi¢emzZ hlavnizmény se tykaly pfedevsim nabijeni, které byloz ptivodné
ru¢nthozménénona elektropneumatické a zastavby velké usfové brzdy.
Kanén mél nyni macné jednodussi nabfjent a bubnovy zisobnik na dvanict
granatiiraZe 75 mm. Takto upraveny kandn Pak 40L byl nyni oznacen BK 7,5.
Pocitkem roku 1944 bylo rozhodnuto o podvésent kandnu BK 7,5 také
na letouny Hs 129. V kvétnu 1944 vybavili jeden standardni Hs 129B-2
(Werk Nr. 141258) dfevénou maketou kandnu pod trupem a odeslali do
E-Stelle Travemiinde. ProtoZe podvésenim tak velkého kanodnu byla
porusena aerodynamika letounu, ocasni ¢ast tohoto stroje natfeli ¢erné
apolepili stfapei viny. Poté se obtékini letounu zkouselo s pfipevnénou
atrapou kanénu pfi riznych feZimech letu. Po vyhodnoceni viech
pokusti bylo rozhodnuto o sériové vyrobé Henscheld vyzbrojenych
kandnem BK 7.5.

V dosud publikovanych pramenech je tato verze Hs 129 oznacovina
rizmé. Objevuje se oznadeni Hs 129B-2/R4, nebo také Hs 129B-3Wa, kde by

Lo Hs 129B-2 (W. Nr. 141258) s dFevénou maketou kandnu BK 7,5
Experimental Hs 129B-2 (W. Nr. 141258) with wooden BK 7,5 cannon mock-up

Henschel Hs 129B-3

Hs 129B-3 - jeden z prototypit s kandnem PaK 40 - one of the prototypes with PaK 40 cannon
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Pilotni prostor starsich Hs 129B-1/Cockpit of a early Hs 129B-1

Motorové piistroje
Engine Instruments

Otackomér/RPM Indicator
Signalizace stavu zbytko-
vého paliva

Low Fuel Indicator
Ukazatel stavu paliva
Fuel Indicator

Ukazatel teploty mazani
Oil Temperature Indicator
Tlakomér paliva a mazini
Oil and Fuel Pressure
Indicator

Tlakomér olejového
systému

Oil System Pressure
Indicator

Henschel Hs 129A-0, ,modra
16, 4./SG 101, letisté Pariz-
Orly, kvéten 1943. Tento stroj
spoleéné s nékolika dalsimi
Hs 129A a Hs 129B slouzil
u skolni jednotky SG 101, ktera
vychovavala nove piloty bitev-
nich letound. Na pfidi letoun
nosil emblém jednotek spolu-
pracujicich s armadou
(Sturmabzeichen).

Henschel Hs 129B-1/R2,
.modré G“, 4./Sch. G 1,
vychodni fronta, léto 1942,
Letoun je opatfen zakladnim
natérem skladajicim se z ostre
lomenych poli barev RLM 70
Schwarzgrin  a RLM 71
Dunkelgriin na hornich plo-
chach a barvy RLM 65 Hellblau
na spodnich. Za kabinou je
znak jednotky a za trupovym
kfizem cerny trojuhelnik ozna-
¢ujici bitevni jednotky. Zluty
pas byl identifikaénim znakem
viech jednotek operujicich na
vychodni fronté. Zluta byla
také pfid' letounu. Pred celnim
Stitkem mél letoun namalova-
ny emblém jednotek spolupra-
cujicich s  armadou -
Sturmabzeichen. Zobrazeny
stroj byl zachycen na mnoha
fotografiich behem startu, pod
trupem ma podvésen kanon
MK 101, pod kazdym kfidlem
svazek pum SC 10. Zde vsak
pumy nejsou zakreslené.

J

Henschel Hs 129B-1/R2 (Werk
Nr. 0193), ,modré E“, 4./Sch.
G. 1, vychodni fronta, zima
1942-43. Pro zimni obdobi byl
standardni natér hornich ploch
letounu (RLM 70, 71) prekryt
bilou barvou. Casem, diky
povétrnostnim vlivim, byla
vrstva bilé barvy znacné setre-
na a zacaly prosvitat puvodni
zelené odstiny. Zluta prid' a
pas na trupu zustaly zachova-
ny, trupovy kfiz je starsiho
provedeni, tzn. ¢erny se Siro-
kymi bilymi a tenkymi ¢ernymi
kouty.

Hs 129A-0, ,blue 16", 4/SG 101, Paris-Orly airfield, May 1943. This
machine, together with several other Hs 129As and Hs 129Bs ser-
ved with SG 101 operational training unit that prepared new pilots
of attack aircraft. Note the original windshield, much different from
that on the Hs 129B, and the aerial mast, widened at its root. The
Infanteriesturmabzeichen stencilled on nose.

Henschel Hs 129B-1/R2, ,blue G", 4./Sch. G 1, Eastern front, sum-
mer 1942, The aircraft was camouflaged in standard paint scheme
of RLM 70 Schwarzgriin and RLM 71 Dunkelgriin in splintern pattern
on upper surfaces and of RLM 65 Hellblau on undersides. The
4./Sch. G. 1 badge was painted behind the cockpit, the black triang-
le, denoting attack (Schlacht) unit, and the yellow band, identifying
all Axis aircraft operating on the Eastern front, were painted behind
the fuselage Balkenkreuz. Also the nose of the aircraft was yellow,
with the white Infanteriesturmabzeichen stencilled on the sloping
upper nose surface. This machine was photographed many times
during take-off with underslung MK 101 cannon and a cluster of
SC 10 bombs under each wing. SC 10 bombs are omitted in this
drawing for clarity.

Znak nalezici puvodné IL(S)/LG 2, pouzivany na Henschelech
4./Sch.G 1.

This insignia, belonging originally to IL(S)/LG 2, was used on
Henschels of the 4th Staffel/Schlachtgeschwader 1.

Hs 129B-1/R2 (Werk Nr. 0193) ,blue E*, 4./Sch. G. 1, Eastern front,
winter 1942-43. During the winter period was the standard RLM
70/71 camouflage of upper surfaces overpainted with white tempo-
rary colour. The white paint was gradually weathered away to show
the underlying shades of green. The yellow nose and fuselage band
were left unpainted, fuselage cross was of older variety with black
centre and thin black outline to its white angles.
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Henschel Hs 129B-2, ,modré
G*“, 4. nebo 8./Sch. G 2, sever-
ni Afrika, pocatek roku 1943.
Kamuflaz letounu na hornich
plochach tvofily barvy RLM 79
Sandgelb (piskové Zluta) a
RLM 80 Olivgriin (olivové zele-
na), na spodnich plochach
barva RLM 78 Hellblau (svétle
modra). Vsechny letouny
Luftwaffe operujici v Africe
byly opatfeny bilymi identifi-
kacnimi znaky - Siroky bily pas
na zadi trupu a bila spodni
strana koncu kfidla. Viimnéte
si, Ze trupovy kFiZ nema tenké
cerné kouty. Na zobrazeném
letounu jsou barvy jiz vybledié
pusobenim slunecnich paprs-
k.

Henschel Hs 129B-2, ,modré
C", 4. nebo 8./Sch. G 2, severni
Afrika, pocatek roku 1943,
Kamuflaz je stejna jako na
letounu ,modré G“. Oba afric-
ke stroje maji vysoky sloupek
antény a svétle moré Spicky
vrtulovych  kuzelt. Modra
barva trupovych pismen a
vrtulovych kuzel( byla vyhra-
zena pro 4. a 8. Staffel.

Hs 129B-2/R2 (Werk Nr.
141859), ,Cervené D*, volaci
kéd ??PW, IV.(Pz)/SG 9,
vychodni fronta, léto 1944,
Zakladni schéma RLM 70/71/65
se Zlutymi doplfiky, trupovy
kfiz je opét pouze bily. Letoun
je vyzbrojen kanénem MK 103,
ze kterého byl podle fotografii
odstranén kryt, ma kratké
vyfuky, zpétné zrcatko a ramo-
vou anténu radiopolokompa-
su.

Henschel Hs 129B-2 (Werk Nr.
141258), cerng s*,
Erprobungstelle Travemiinde,
kvéten 1944. Experimentalni
letoun s podvésenou dfevénou
maketou kanénu BK 7,5.
Trupovy kfiz tvofi pouze bilé
kouty, vrtulové kuzely éernoze-
lené (RLM 70) stejné jako listy
vrtule. Pfid" a pruh na zadi
trupu, které by mély oznacovat
vychodni frontu, byly na letou-
nu ponechany, i kdyz slouzil
ke zkouskam v hlubokém zaze-
mi.

Hs 129B-2, ,blue G“, 4. or 8./Sch. G. 2, North Africa, beginning of
1943. The camouflage consisted of RLM 79 Sandgelb (sand yellow)
and RLM 80 Olivgriin (olive green) on uppersurfaces and of RLM 78
Hellblau (light blue) on undersurfaces. All Luftwaffe machines ope-
rating in Africa were given the white identification markings. In case
of this Henschel the ID markings consisted of wide band on rear
fuselage and on undersides of wing-tips. Note that the fuselage
cross had no thin black outlines.

Hs 129B-2, .blue C, 4.or 8./Sch. G. 2, North Africa, beginning of
1943. Camouflage similar to that of the ,blue C* aircraft. Blue colour
of the fuselage ID letters was reserved for 4th and 8th Staffel with
the attack units.

Hs 129B-2/R2 (Werk Nr. 141859), ,red D*, call-sign ?? PW, IV.(Pz)/SG
9, Eastern front, summer 1944. The basic splinter pattern of RLM
70/71/65 camouflage colours with yellow ID markings and reduced
(skeleton) fuselage cross. This machine flew with the MK 103 can-
non whose fairing was removed, with short exhausts, rear-view mir-
ror and the DF loop antenna.

Hs 129B-2 (Werk Nr. 141258), ,black S*, E-Stelle Travemiinde, May
1944. Experimental aircraft with underslung wooden mockup of the
BK 7,5 cannon. Fuselage Balkenkreuz in white outline only, air-
screw spinners were blackgreen (RLM 70), as were airscrew blades.
Yellow nose and fuselage ID bands, denoting Eastern front machi-
nes, were left on this Henschel despite its tests were done deep in
the hinterland.

Romanian Henschel Hs 129B-2 (coded 120a) of Grupul 8 Asalt.
Upper surfaces were in uniform RLM 71 dark green, undersides in
RLM 65 light blue. The machine depicted here served on Eastern
front in winter 1943-1944. Original Michael's crosses and Luftwaffe-
like yellow ID markings were carried.

This Romanian Henschel Hs 129B-2 flew with the Grupul 8
Asalt/Picaj from the Miskolc airfield against targets in Slovakia in
late 1944. Small character ,b" behind the identification number
means that its pilot lost two machines. Note the new circular insig-
nia, introduced after Romania left its erstwhile German ally in
August 1944,

Rumunsky Henschel Hs 129
B-2 s éislem 120a od Grupul 8
Asalt. Horni plochy byly opat-
feny pouze natérem barvy
RLM 71, spodni ponechany
svétle modré (RLM 65).
Zobrazeny letoun pusobil na
vychodni fronté na prelomu
roku 1943-44, na trupu nesl
puvedni ,michalské kfize* a
Zluté identifikaéni znaky jako
némecke stroje.

Tento rumunsky Henschel Hs
129B-2 od Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj
vzlétal z letisté Miskolc v
Madarsku proti cilim na
Slovensku na konci roku 1944,
Malé pismeno ,b" za éislem
222 znamena, ze pilot jiz ztratil
dva stroje. Véimnéte si novych
kruhovych vysostnych znakd
zavedenych po vystoupeni ze
svazku s Némeckem v zafi
1944,




Wa mélo oznacovat Waffentrdger, tedy nosi¢ zbrani. Jediné spravné
oznaceni verze vybavené kandnem BK 7,5 je viak Hs 129B-3, které je
také uvadéno v technické pfiruéce Luftwaffe (Flugzeug-Handbuch) pro
dany typ.

V ¢ervenci 1944 byly zbran& pokusné namontovany do prvnich tf strojti
Hs 129B-3 (Werk Nr.162033, 162034 a 162035) a po¢atkem srpnabyly
tytoletouny odeslany kjednotce Erprobungskommando 26 do Tarnewitz
ke zkusebnim stfelbam na ukofisténé sovétskeé tanky. V zafi, potiispéiném
zakonceni zkouSek, byly tyto letouny odesliny na vychodni frontu.
Nejznaméjsi Casto publikovand fotografie pfedni &asti Hs 129
s podvéSenym kandnem BK 7.5 ukazuje, Ze spodni vystfelné kanaly
kulometit MG 17 jsou zaplechovény. To vedlo téméf viechny autory
starSich publikaci k domnénce, Ze Hs 129B-3 byl vyzbrojen kanénem
BK 7,5 a dvojici kanéntit MG 151. Pfi podrobnéjdim studiu tohoto
snimku je ale zfejmé, Ze jsou zakrytoviny také horni vystrelné kanaly
kanéniit MG 151. Fotografie zobrazuje jeden z prvnich stroji,
pravdépodobné jesté pfi zkouskach v obdobi, kdy se zkousely riizné
mozZnosti kombinace zbrani. Dvandctiranny bubnovy zisobnik byl
umistén v trupu letounu, a to spole¢né s nariistem hmotnosti nutné vedlo
k demontaZi kanontt MG 151. Kulomety MG 17 umisténé v kofenech
kiidla, kde nepfekiZely mechanismim BK 7,5, byly s nejvési
pravdépodobnostinaletounuponechiny aslouzily kzastileni kanénunacil. To
dokazuje i technicka pfirucka RLM, kterd uvadi stfelecky systém
sklddajici se ze dvou kulometd MG 17 a kanénu raZe 75 mm.

Kromé zakrytoviani vystfelnych kandlti kulometi MG 17 se prvni
vyrobené kusy Hs 129B-3 od pozdéjsich liily také typem zaméfovace.
Pozdéji vyrobené stroje jiZz byly vybaveny zaméfovadem ZFR 3B.
Béhem zkoudek prvnich tii vyrobenych kusii se v Berliné-Johannisthalu
rozebéhla sériova zistavba kandnii.

Zastielovani téchto neobvyklych zbrani muselo byt pro nedostatek
mistave vyrobnihale providénookny. Letoun byl zakozlikovan v letové
poloze a stfilel pfes okna haly do ter& umisténych na okraji letisté.
Hotové Panzerjdgery byly z Johannisthalu odesiliny k vyzkouseni
vzdusné stielby do Diepensee a odtud pak na vychodni frontu k 10. (Pz)
a 14. (P2)/SG 9. Zde dosihly mimofadnych spéchii zvlasté v niceni
t¢Zkych tankii Josef Stalina vyslouZily si pfezdivku “orevirdk konzerv”
(Buchsendffner).

Zamérovace - Gunsights

Revi C 12/C

ZFR 3B

Kandn BK 7,5 se na letounech Hs 129 csvédcil mnohem lépe, neZ na dfive
pouivanych Ju 88P. Zplodiny unikajici z kandnu pfi vystielu byly na rozdil od
Ju88 vyvedeny vzad pod letoun a cely kandn viéetné aerodynamického pouzdra
bylo momé v nouzi odhodit.

Délkakandnu BK 7,5 byla6,1 m, hmotnost 450 kg a kady protitankovy granat
vizil 6,8 kg. Rychlost stfelby byla 30 ran za minutu a pfi jediném niletu na
nepfatelsky tank pilot stacil vystielit maximalné 4 rany. Mnohdy ale stailana
micenitéZzkého tankujen jedna. Vlastnosti tohotokandnua vzdalenost pfiblizné
500m, ze které piloti véSinoustifleli, to byla opravdu vraZedna kombinace i pro

1000 m pfi dihlu dopadu 90 stupiit pancifo sile 130 mm a pii tihlu dopadu 30
stupriidokizaly stéle jesté prorazit 95 milimetriipancife. Tétozbrani nedokizalo
téméf nic odolat.
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Al E i
Henschel Hs 129B-3 s kandnem BK 7,5 a zakryiymi vystielnymi
kandly piivodnich zbrani (sbirka M. Velka)

A BK 3,7-armed Hs 129B-3 with the faired-over gun troughs
(M. Velek Collection)

Levd a pravd strana zdvéru kandnu BK 7,5
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Left and right sides of the breech of the BK 7,5 gun

Mundungsbremse  7semBK

hng. 1
gy Zielfernrohr ZFR3 B Langstrager Beladeeinrichtung X
Hohen-Jusherschrauben derzylinder
tur Beladeeinnichtung ]_b
T a“““‘uh
aube™

Celkovd sestava mechanismu kandnu BK 7,5 cm vestavénd do Hs129B-3 The complete BK 7,5 cm gun mechanism firted to the Hs 129B-3

1 =
i\ =

‘Thermosthalter

Henschel Hs 129B-3

Verriegelungshebel
Ruckholfeder

Cont'd from page 24

Do konce zafi 1944, kdy vyroba Hs 129 definitivné skon¢ila, bylo vyrobeno
okolo25 kusii Hs 129B-3. Viechny mély vyrobni &isla ze série 162000 apodle
dochované dokumentacelze usoudit, Ze viechna vyrobni éisla této série byla
rezervovana pravé pro typ B-3. sud se podafilo objevit devét
sériovych Cisel mezi 162033 a 162046. Je moZné, %e vyrobni &isla
stoupalaaZdo 162057, neni ale vylou¢eno, Zena verzi B-3byloupraveno
i nékolik starsich strojii B-2. Potom by posledni vyrobeny kus Hs 129
mél vyrobni ¢islo o néco niZsi.

Na vychodni fronté slouzily Hs 129BaZ do konce vélky, i kdyZ se jejich
pocet v zavéretnych mésicich zna¢né sniZil. Mimo jiné, 7. ledna 1945
byla 12. (Pz)/SG 9 zafazena pod novym ozna&enim 1. (Pz)/SG 9k pravé
vytvofené I. (Panzer) Gruppe/Schlachtgeschwader 9 a pfezbrojena na
letouny Fw 190 vybavené protitankovymi raketami “Panzerblitz”.

Poslednim leti$tém, ze kterého IV. (Pz)/SG 9 se svymi Hs 129 opero-
vala, byl Zeltweg urakouského Klagenfurtu. Diky nedostatku paliva se
viak jiZ z tohoto leti§té neuskutenily Zddné bojové lety. Posledni vlak
s palivem znicily na nadraZi u Zeltwegu americké bombardéry. V den
kapitulace byly viechny letouny zni¢eny ajednotkarozpusténa. Cast per-
sondlu ale ztistala na tizemi Ceskoslovenska a dostala se do sovétského
zajeti.

Na kritky ¢asse Hs 129 objevily i na zipadni front&. Béhem spojenecké
invaze do Evropy v ¢ervnu 1944 byly u mnohych cvi¢nych jednotek
vy¢lenénybojové ttvary aurychlen&nasazeny proti invaznim jednotkam.
Mezi témito jednotkami se objevila také jedna Staffel vyzbrojena
letouny Hs 129. Pravdépodobné se jednalo o ¢astI11. /SG 151, mohlo se
ale také jednat o letouny ze stavu SG 101.

Jednotka SG 101 byla snad jedinym titvarem, u kterého probihal vycvik
na letounech Hs 129. Tato jednotka byla umisténa na leti$ti Pafiz-Orly

Pokradovan( na str. 34

elevator trim-tab pushrod, was deleted. Until the Werk Nr. 0290
the push-button controlling the ladder extension was placed above the
ladder, in the upper fuselage. Beginning with Werk Nr. 0291 theladder was
secured in retracted position by asafety pin. Commencing with W. Nr.0301
a modified fuselage nose was introduced.

Beginning with the Werk Nummer 0331 a petrol-burning heater
was built into the fuselage nose, with quite large air intake for it.
As the photos of later machines did not show this aperture, it could
be surmised that either the intake was moved to a less conspicuous
position, or the location of the whole heater was changed again.
This W. Nr. also introduced the filler coupling for the compressed
air bottle in the port wing roots leading edge, while the external
hydraulic coupling was relocated to the same position on the
opposite fuselage side. Also the Rb 24 attack camera was moved
from the nose to the starboard wing leading edge, probably to
make room for the heater.

Commencing with the W. Nr. 0351, the coupling for towing of DFS 230
gliders was installed to the fuselage end cone of some Henschels.

While there were changes known to commence or end with
a particular Werk Nummer, there were others where the appropri-
ate W. Nr. had not been established yet. So the original long
exhaust tubes were replaced in the course of series production by
short, upturned stacks. Also the antenna system changed, the
rather tall mast of the earlier series giving place to a direct entry
of the antenna wire to the fuselage lead-in insulator. Some late-
production machines were also equipped with the radiodirection-
finding gear with a loop antenna of characteristic shape (sce
drawing). The early production series lacked the rear-view mirror
above the windshield frame, as this installation might have been
connected with glider-towing, but it could have been added as a
result of demands of operational pilots. It was probable that the
rear-view mirror had been added to older machines during repairs
and general overhauls. The landing light was fitted to the port
wing of early production series only, the later machines being
delivered without it.

The original carburetor intakes, located below the engine cowl-
ings, were of circular section. During the series production of the
B-2 version they were replaced with the angular carburetor
intakes combined with sand/dust filters.

The Hs 129B-1 version was on the Schénefeld production line
replaced by the Hs 129B-2, which standardized many of the
smaller changes and modifications introduced to the original
model as the result of operational experience.

Beginning in mid-1943 the Luftwaffe started to use six-digit
serial numbers. The Henschel Hs 129s were delivered with Werke
Nummern in 140000, 141000 and 162000 series (the last series
denoted the B-3 version). The number of machines in each series
unfortunately could not be defined.

The same variants of supplemental armament kits as the B-1 were
intended for the Hs 129B-2 too, but with the increasing use of
Henschels for tank-busting Panzerjdger duties the efficiency of
anti-tank cannon was gradually increased. The same that had been
said about the B-1 variants applied to the B-2 as well, as the
available literature was quite confusing in this issue and differed
considerably from the factory handbook data. For clarity’s sake
the old Riistsatz numbers are adhered to.

So the Hs 129B-2/R1 version was equipped with the bomb racks under
the fuselage and both wings, as was the Hs 129B-1/R4. So when carrying
the AB 24 bomb containers it could carry a maximum of four of them
under the fuselage and two under wings.

The Hs 129B-2/R2 carried initially the MK 101 antitank gun of 30mm
calibre and later (since mid 1943) the MK 103 cannon of the same calibre
with 100 rpg. This latter weapon was a further development of the
MK 101, but with higher muzzle velocity and a flatter trajectory of the
projectile.

The B-2/R3 version was armed with the Bordkanon BK 3,7 —
a modified Flak cannon of 37mm calibre with 12 rounds in a
streamlined underbelly pack. According to current sources, this
modification required removal of the machine guns to make room
for the cannon’s ammunition. But as the complete cannon with its
magazine was located outside of the fuselage, the only reason for
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machine-gun removal (provided they were removed at all) would
have been the increase of total weight.

Only a few of the Hs 129B-2s were armed with the BK 3,7 cannon as the
lighter MK 103 with its greater ammunition supply proved itself
perfectly well in the antitank warfare. The other reason for not equipping
the Henschels with the BK 3,7 could also have been the fact that the
antitank Ju 87G Stukas acquitted themselves well in tank busting and
were each equipped with two of these weapons. The front-line opera-
tional use of the Hs 129B-2/R3 is not recorded in available sources.

The Henschels armed with the BK 7,5 cannon were designated
Hs 129B-3, as proven by the Luftwaffe handbook issued on the
type (Flugzeug-Handbuch) (see below). The often used designa-
tion Hs 129B-2/R4 is positively wrong.

Definitely, the most interesting antitank weapon, tried on three
Hs 129s at the Tarnewitz test center, was the recoilless “special
device” - Sondergerdt SG 113A “Forstersonde”. The SG 113A
consisted of six downward-firing 77mm barrels, built in almost
vertically (with 15 degree rearward slant) into the fuselage center
section immediately behind the wing. Each barrel was loaded
with a single composite shot projected downwards and a counter-
weight, ejected upwards. The shot consisted of a 77mm soft-metal
outer sabot that was discarded upon leaving the muzzle, with only
a45mm hard-metal penetrating core travelling towards the target.
This type of shell arrangement was proven to be capable of
defeating much thicker armor than a single-piece (rigid) shot. The
weapon was triggered by a T-shaped magnetic anomaly sensor,
carried on a boom in front of the aircraft nose. This sensor was
activated by the change of magnetic field, caused by the metal
mass of a tank that had to be overflown in lowest possible height
(generally about 5 to 15 m). The charge propelled the shell downwards
at the moment of overflying the tank. This equipment was installed
experimentally in three Hs 129Bs including the W. Nr. 0249 and one
surviving angle-nosed Hs 129B-0 still used for experiments, but there
were no reports of any operational use of so armed Henschels.

Since the Autumn of 1942 the Soviet tank divisions mushrooming
in the Urals hinterland became a growing concern for the
Wehrmacht. Not only the vast numbers of new tanks that Soviets
increasingly delivered to the front, but also their quality that
improved considerably since the beginning of war were the prime
cause of Wehrmacht’s headache. New KV and T-34 versions with
powerful 76mm guns and strong armor were really formidable
opponents to German Panzer III and Panzer IV tanks.

The Panzerjdger units of the Luftwaffe were to become a strong
support in combatting of these Soviet tanks, but the MK 101
cannon, until now successful in defeating all older types of Soviet
tanks, was unable to penetrate neither the 75mm front armor of the
KV tank nor the 45mm front armor of the T-34. The following
report of the use of the MK 101 cannon on the Hs 129 was
submitted by the 14 des Lufiwaffenfiihrungssiabs, (operations
officer of the Luftwaffe’s high command): , The MK 101 on many
occasions proved itself as insufficiently effective. The enemy
tanks even after being hit by several rounds were not knocked off,
continuing to run, albeit oftenon fire or trailing smoke. That is the
reason why a more powerful armament is required for the Hs 129s,
enabling them to knock out enemy tanks with one or two hits. ”

Also the attempts to drop heavy bombs on tank formations were
not overly successful. To destroy a tank the bomb must explode
in its close proximity, but the required bombing accuracy was
achieved only occasionally.

Therefore the “Versuchskommando fiir Panzerbekdmpfung " (Anti-
tank warfare experimental unit) was formed, whose task was to
test various aircraft and weapons usefulness in real antitank
warfare. It was equipped with a Junkers Ju 87G with a BK 3,7
cannon under each wing, a Ju 88P with the modified Pak 40 of 75
mm calibre in an underfuselage pannier, a Messerschmitt Bf 110
with one BK 3,7 under fuselage and several Henschels Hs 129B.
In April 1943 was the Versuchskommando transferred 1o the
Eastern front. While the Ju 88 and Bf 110 did not prove them-
selves well in tank hunting, the Ju 87 and the Hs 129B achieved
very good results. During the fighting at the Kuban bridgehead
they succeeded insinking of more than 1000 transport boats in the
meanders of river Don.
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At the beginning, the tank hunters were limited by an OKL order
to hunt only those enemy tanks that broke through the front lines.
In cooperation with Stuka and close support formations the
Panzerjagern developed successful tactics enabling them to
operate above the battlefield immediately before their own troops.
On 17th June the “Versuchskommando fiir Panzerbekampfung ”
was disbanded and its individual sections were allocated to
combat units according to the aircraft type.

In February 1943 the “Jagdkommando Weiss” was formed with
the Lufiflotte 4 at Chortitza, to which also some Hs 129 units were
subordinated. Fighting under the command of Obstlt. Otto Weisse
(Knight’s Cross and Oak leaves), this unit was successfully sent
many times to liquidate penetrating enemy armor columns. From
this unit a new one, the “Fiikrer fiir Panzerjagdstaffeln” (FiiPz)
was established within a short time, where all so far indepen-
dently operating Staffeln armed with Henschel Hs 129s were
concentrated. Putting the Luftwaffe’s antitank units under unified
command and their employment in larger groups at the front
brought about major successes. At the eve of the Kursk battle
there were four Staffeln of Hs 129s commanded by Hptm. Bruno
Meyer, subordinated to the FiiPz. Many of their aircraft were
recently armed with the new MK 103 cannon.

The Operation “Zitadelle” was launched on 5th June 1943 at
03.00 hours. Since its very beginning the Hs 129s, operating from
the Mikoyanovka airfield some 20 kilometers northwesterly from
Kharkov, were pitched mostly against the Soviet tank concentra-
tions on the Southern flank of the attacking forces, while the
close-support Fw 190s dropped containers with the SD 2 antiper-
sonnel bombs from altitude of about 600 m. These containers
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Hptm. Ruffer patril bezesporu k nejlepsin pilotion létajicim na
Hs 129 (shirka M. Balouse)

Hptm. Ruffer belonged undoubtedly o the best Hs 1295 pilots
(M. Balous Collection)

opened several meters above ground strewing the Soviet positions
with a hailstorm of fragmentation bombs.

Three days after the launching of the attack the German ground forces
penetrated more than 40 kilometers behind the original Soviet lines and
the southern flank of the attacking armies reached the vicinity of
Byelgorod, surrounded by huge forests. On early morning 8th July a
groupof Hs 1291led by Meyer himselfobserved a quantity of Soviet tanks
attacking quite unexpectedly from these forests toward the unprotected
eastern flankof the /1. $S-Panzer Korps commanded by General Husser.
Meyer first called Mikoyanovka asking for reinforcement and then
immediately attacked. Within 15 minutes there were first 16 Henschels
Hs 129Bof the 4. /Sch. G 2 commanded by Hptm. Matuschek, followed
by 8. /Sch. G 2 commanded by Oblt. Oswald, 4. /Sch. G 1 led by Oblt.
Dornemann and 8. /Sch. G 1 under command of Lt. Orth, respectively.
They entered into a combat relay system, where one Staffel attacked,
another returned to the base, a third replenished its fuel and ammunition
for another attack, and a fourth approached the target to relieve the
engaged unit. While the Henschels attacked the tanks, Major Alfred
Druschel (RK + S) led his Fw 190s armed with antipersonnel bomb
containers to attack his adversary’s infantry and positions of the mobile
flak, escorting the tanks. Henschels attacked the tarks from their rears

and sides, where they had thinner armor. Within an hour the majority of
the tanks wasinflames, those capable of movement were fleeing. This Soviet
counterattack was stopped dead. Without single loss to themselves
Henschelsunder Meyer’scommanddestroyed or heavily damagedmore
than 80 Soviet tanks and many other vehicles, that were capable, if not
stopped in time, to inflict immense losses to the IInd SS Panzer Korps.
The Soviet counterattack was stopped before it could unroll and the
Soviets were forced to retreat. The antiarmour units of the Luftwaffe
succeeded in stabilizing the situation without any intervention of Nazi
ground forces.

In the battle theatre of the Armeegruppe Mirte the Luftwaffe
succeeded to repeat this trick once again. The battle report of the
9th Army and of the 2nd Panzer Army states verbatim: ,...the
immediate endangering of the railway line Orel-Karachev, al-
ready reached and severed by a Soviet armored brigade, was
removed by Luftwaffe's vigorous and devastating attack of its
tank-hunters on the penetrating enemy armored forces...” The
commander in chief of the army thanked the commander of the
Lufiflotte 6 thusly: , For the first time in history of warfare was
a penetrating enemy armored brigade destroyed by aviation
alone, without any ground support.”

During the Operation “Zitadelle " the Luftwaffe made 37 421
combat sorties and shot down 1735 enemy aircraft against its own
losses of 64 aircraft. 20 thousand metric tons of bombs were
dropped and 1100 tanks with 1300 enemy vehicles destroyed.

On 18th October 1943 the organization and designation of the
attack and dive-bomber units of the Luftwaffe was subject to a
major change. Stukageschwadern were redesigned as Schlachi-
geschwadern and the old close-support Sch. G 1 and G 2 were
disbanded and their Gruppe served as a source of replenishment
for other units. These changes also affected all of the five Staffeln
equipped with the Hs 129 aircraft.

On 18th October 1943 a new unit, the IV. (Panzer)/Schlacht-
geschwader 9 was formed. The designation of the individual
Hs 129 units has changed as follows:

FiiPz became ....comneressrness Stab IV. (Pz)/SG 9
4. (Pz)/Sch. G 1 became 10. (P2)/SG 9
8. (PSch G L ..ok simismnins became .....ccoeveverene 11. (Pz)/SG 9
4 (PDISCh. G2 wiviinssissssissisions became ........suiions 12. (P2)/SG 9
8. (Pz)/Sch.G 2 became e 13, (P2)/SG 9

Panzerjdgerstaffel/lG 51 ......... bECAME ... rsnsvmssares 14. (Pz)/SG 9

A part of the Stab of the former Sch. G 1 was added to the Srab
IV. (Pz)/{SG 9. Under the command of Bruno Meyer the unit was
shuttled from one place to another according to the actual de-
mands of the front; always to the spots where the enemy tank units
concentrated for an attack.

Besides the Luftwaffe the Henschels Hs 129 were used also by the close
support aviation of the Fortele Aeriane Regale ale Romana (Royal
Romanian Air Force). The Grupul 8 Asalt (8thattack group) included the
Escadrile nos. 41, 42 and 60 and was under command of the Corpul 1
Aerian (1st Air corps) that operated within the framework of the German
Lufiflotte 4 despite the fact that it was shuffled along the whole frontboth
in Lufiflotre 4 and in Lufiflote 6 sectors.

During Winter 1943/1944 and the following period the service-
ability of the IV. (Pz)/SG 9 aircraft improved to some 70 %,
meaning that at any moment at least 50 to 60 machines were
available for operational missions, but the MK 103 cannons were
not tested enough in harsh winter conditions of the Eastern front
and subject to the extremely low temperatures these guns occa-
sionally froze and were unable to fire.

During the first half of the 1944 the individual Staffeln of the
IV. (Pz)/SG 9 achieved many extraordinary successes and the
individual score of some pilots listed more than 50 tanks de-
stroyed. The 10. (Pz)/SG 9 commanded by Hptm. Ruffer, was
even cited two times in OKW reports: , On 13th March 1944 - in
heavy defensive fighting in the area East of Tarnopol... a Schlachs-
Jliegerstaffel under command of Hpim. Ruffer fared especially well.”

» On 13th April 1944 - in Northern Crimea and on the isthmus Northeast
of Feodosiathe Schlachtflieger units destroyed 82 Soviet tanks inthe past
twodays... aspecial share inthese successes hadthe Schlachifliegerstaffel
commanded by Hauptmann Ruffer.”

On 1st May 1944 the IV. (Pz)/SG 9 under command of Bruno
Meyer flew its 10 000th combat sortie.

On 27th December 1943 the 11. (Pz)/SG 9 was withdrawn from
operations for arest to the Udetfeld airfield and on 20th January 1944 it
was redesigned Erprobungskommando 26. It served as an experimental
and test unit, developing various weapon systems for the Hs 129.

During the production of the Hs 129B various kinds of weapons
for possible anti-tank use were test-fitted to it. So, among others,
the unguided Werfer Granate rockets of W. Gr. 21 (210 mm
calibre) and W. Gr. 28 (280 mm calibre) types, the “Panzerblitz 1"
70mm and “Panzerblitz 2" 55mm antitank unguided rockets were
tested on Henschels. Also a belly pack with the Gero flame
thrower and its 300litre fuel tank was experimented with. Most of
these experimental installations are rather sparsely documented,
though.

Already in 1942 a Pak 40L antitank gun was installed into a Ju 88.
The gun had to be substantially modified for aviation use, the
major changes concerning mainly the loading as it had to be
changed from originally manual to electropneumatic one and by
fitting of large muzzle brake. The loading of the cannon was
greatly simplified and the drum magazine held twelve rounds of
75mm calibre. So modified, the cannon was redesigned BK 7,5.

At the beginning of 1944 it was decided to fit the BK 7,5 also to
Hs 129 aircraft. In May 1944 a standard Hs 129B-2 (Werk Nr.
141258) was fitted with a wooden mockup of the cannon instal-
lation and sent to E-Srelle Travemiinde. As the aerodynamics of
the aircraft were affected by the huge weapon pack the rear part
of the airframe was painted black and woolen tufts were attached
toitto visualize the airstream. Then the behavior of airstream was
tested during various flight régimes with the cannon pack at-
tached. After the tests it was decided to series-produce the BK 7,5
armed Henschels.

The so-far published sources differ in designation of this version of the
Hs 129B. There was adesignation Hs 129B-2/R4 oralso Hs 129B-3/Wa,
where the abbreviation Wa stands for Waffenrrdger — weapons carrier.
As the Luftwaffe service manual lists the version with the BK 7,5 cannon
as the Hs 129B-3, the /Wadesignation should be considered as develop-
mental, while the R4 is definitely spurious.

In July 1944 the guns were experimentally installed into first
three Hs 129B-3s (W. Nr. 162033, 162034, 1672035) and at the
beginning of August they were sent to the Erprobungskommando
26 in Tarnewitz for firing tests against the captured Soviet tanks.
In September, after the successful conclusion of these tests, these
machines were sent to the Eastern front.

The most often published photograph of the forward part of an
Hs 129B with underslung BK 7,5 cannon shows the lower gun
troughs faired over. This led most of the authors of older publi-
cations to a conjecture that the Hs 129B-3 was armed with the
BK 7,5 cannon and a pair of MG 151/20 guns. A close scrutiny of
the photograph proves, however, that also the blast tube openings
for the upper MG 151/20 weapons were plugged in. The photo-
graph depicts one of the first machines with the big gun, probably
during the period of tests, when various possibilities of weapons
combinations were experimented with.

The twelve-shot magazine drum was located in the Henschel’s
fuselage inevitably causing together with the weight increase the
deletion of the MG 151s. But the MG 17s located in the wing roots
where they did not interfere with the mechanisms of BK 7,5 were
left installed with high probability and did help to aim the main
weapon. Thisis proved by the technical manual issued by the RLM
stating that the gun armament consists of two MG 17 machine
guns and of a 75mm cannon.

Save for the faired over gun troughs the first Hs 129B-3s differed
from the later machines by the type of gun sight as well. The latter
machines were fitted with the ZFR 3 (Zielfernrohr 3 - sighting
telescope 3) sight. During the tests of the first three machines
produced the series installation of the cannon had begun at Berlin-
Johannisthal. Because of lack of space in the production halls the
boresighting and test-firing of those unusual weapons had to be
done through open windows. The airplane was trestled and fixed
in the in-flight attitude and shot at the targets placed at the airfield
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boundary. The fitted-out Panzerjdgern were sent from Johannisthal to
Diepensee to have the air-to-ground test firings done and from there they
went to the Eastern front to the 10. (Pz) and 14. (Pz)/SG 9. There they
achieved some respectable results especially in destroying the heavy
Josif Stalin tanks earning them the nickname Brichsendffner (can
opener). The BK 7,5 acquitted itself much better on the Hs 129s than on
the earlier-used Ju 88Ps. The blast gases from the muzzle brake were
directed backwards, under the aeroplane, instead of being directed to
sidesas on Ju88, where they affected the airscrew blades. The whole gun
and its aerodynamic pannier could be jettisoned in a emergency.

The length of the BK 7,5 was 6,165 m. Its weight was 450 kg and each
antitank shot weighed 6,8 kg. The rate of fire was 30 rounds per minute,
meaning that during one pass the pilot was able to fire a maximum of 4
rounds. But quite often a single shot sufficed for destruction of a heavy
tank. The parameters of this gun and the firing distance of about 500 m
the pilots usually preferred, formed a deadly combination even for the
heaviest types of Soviet tanks. The armor-piercing shots entering the
targetsurfaceat 90 deg. angle were able to penetrate 130 mm thick armor
at thedistance of 1000m, whileat 30 deg. angle they still defeated 95 mm
of armor. Hardly anything was able to survive this hitting power.

Until September 1944 when the production of Hs 129B-3 ended for
good, some 25 Hs 129B-3 were produced. All of them received Werk
Nummern in the 162000 series and according to the survi ving documen-
tation it could be presumed thatall production numbers of this series were
reserved for the B-3 version. So far nine W. Nummern between 162033
and 162046 were found. It was possible that the numbers rose up to the
162057, but it could not be ruled out that also some older B-2 machines
were modified to B-3 standard. If so, the final production Hs 129 would
have had a somewhat lower W. Nr.

The Hs 129B served on the Eastern front until the end of war, albeit their
numbers dwindled fast in the closing months of the conflict. It could be
illustrated by the amalgamation of the 12. (Pz)/SG9 on 7th January 1945
redesigned 1. (Pz)/SG 9 to the just-established /. (Panzer) Gruppe/
Schlachigeschwader 9 and reequipped with Fw 190s, carrying the
Panzerblitz antitank rockets.

The last airfield used by the IV. (Pz)/SG 9 with its Hs 129Bs was the
Austrian Zeltweg near Klagenfurt. Owing to the shortage of fuel, there
were no combat sorties flown from this airfield as the last fuel-supply
train was destroyed by the American bombers at a railway station near
Zeltweg. On the day of surrender all aircraft were destroyed and the unit
disbanded. Part of the personnel was left on Czechoslovak territory and
ended up as Soviet prisoners of war.

For a short time the Hs 129 operated on the Western front. During the
Allied invasion into Europe in June 1944, smaller emergency combat
units were picked from many training units and hastily thrown against
the invasion forces. Among these units one Staffel also appeared
equipped with the Hs 129 aircraft. Probably it was a part of the
IIL. /SG 151, butit could also have been from the numbers of the SG 101.
The SG 101 was probably the sole unit training pilots on Henschels Hs
129. Tt was located at the Paris-Orly airfield and there are photographs
known to exist that prove that as late as summer 1943 there were in
addition to plain Hs 129Bs also the Hs 129As used for training there.

Be itany unit, in June 1944 it did not remain in the operational use on the
Western front for long. It operated from the Caen-Carpiquet airfield
above the British invasion beaches and bridgeheads for several weeks
only. Once Caen was taken, the Allies found one undamaged Hs 129
there, but its eventual fate is not known.

Despite that, the Allies intensively tested an Hs 129. During the
operational deployment of the 4. [Sch. G 2 to North Africa the
British got two Hs 129Bs into their hands. One of them was only
slightly damaged after an emergency landing was dismantled and
shipped to Great Britain. First parts arrived at Collyweston on 27th
July 1943 and later the completed machine was handed over to No. 1426
Flight, the unit that was equipped with many captured enemy aircraft.

For the RAF service this aircraft received a NF756 serial and a complete
British camouflage and marking. Upon completion of a general over-
haul of both the airframe and the engines it was flown for the first time
in captivity by Flight-Lieutenant Forbes. Despite a comparatively good
state the engines gave continuous trouble leading to a grounding of the
aircraft on 8th November. When the No. 1426 Flight was disbanded on
31st January 1945 the Hs 129 was handed over to the Enemy Aircraft
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Flight at Tangmere and on Ist November 1945 it was transported to the
No.47 Maintenance Unit at Sealand for storage.

Besides the NF756 the Allies did capture and have flown several
other Hs 129s. One machine was shipped to USA and tested at the
Freeman Field together with other captured aircraft. This ma-
chine was marked FE-4600, its subsequent fate was not known. It
was scrapped at the Chicago-O’Hare airport in 1954. Today, the
forward part of the fuselage is in Australia.

Several captured Hs 129s were also flown in the Soviet Union. One of
them was shown toward the end of 1943 in Mascow at an exhibition of
captured enemy military technology.

Henschel na letisti v Ceskych Budéjovicich, kvéten 1945 (sbirka
J. Zazvonila)

A Henschel at the airfield in Ceské Budéjovice, May 1945

(J. Zazvonil Collection)

Dipl. Ing. Nicholaus contemplated using other powerplants instead of
the troublesome French Gnome-Rhénes as early as during the initial
period of the Hs 129B production and designed a new version powered
by twoltalian Isotta Fraschini Delta RC 16/48 engines. These air-cooled
inverted V-twelve engines had estimated output of 618 kW (840 HP) at
5300 m altitude.

The project was given adesignation Hs 129C. The proposed Hs 129C-1
series version should have been armed with two MK 103 cannon of 30
mm calibre mounted side by side in two remotely controlled turrets
under the fuselage. The mockup of this installation was subject to
intensive wind tunnel testing, but the Delta engines suffered protracted
development problems leading to the cancellation of the complete
Hs 129C project without a single machine being built.

One Hs 129 was test-fitted with an ejection seat and other projects tried
to graft the armored cockpit of the Hs 129 to other aircraft. One of them
mooted the transplant of Henschels cockpit onto a Ju 188 powered by
two Jumo 222Asof 1840 kW (2500 HP) each, while another one thought
about attaching of the Hs 129s cockpit onto the Gotha 229 powered by
a Jumo 213 engine of 1288 kW (1750 HP) in pusher arrangement.

What final word is fitting to be said about the Henschel Hs 129. Perhaps
what it was like to be flown. One of its past pilots had recollected:

» The flying characteristics of the Hs 129 were so bad under some
conditions that for years they provided me with a subject Jor
nightmares! The rudder was particularly heavy and unsuited Jor
the type of missions that we flew as ir made the last-moment
corrections in aiming very difficult. Anything but the shallowest
dive became a real pull-out job and both hands were needed on that
damned silly little stick to which we gave the same nickname as a
certain appendage of the male anatomy. Perhaps the most straight-
Jorward characteristic of the Henschel was the landing, but even
during that it could become quite a handful if there was an y
turbulence, despite its stability and heavy controls. Insofar as we
pilots were concerned, the only aspect of the aircraft that did not
come in for any criticism was the emergency kit (a submachine gun,
steel helmet and a gas mask) in the port side wing center section!”

The opinion of other pilots, especially those who won many
successes in combat against tanks flying Henschels, might have
not sounded so critical. It remains a proven fact, though, that
Hs 129B with its cursed French engines was no wonder as far as
the flying characteristics were concerned, indeed. Q

Dokonceni ze str. 34

a jsou znamy fotografie, dokladajici, Ze jesté v 1été 1943 u ni byly
k vycviku kromé Hs 129B pouZivany i Hs 129A.

At uZ se v3ak v Cervnu 1944 jednalo o jakoukoli jednotku, nezistala
v opera¢nim nasazeni na zapadni fronté dlouho. Jen nékolik tydni
operovala zleti$té Caen-Carpiquetnad britskym invaznim pobfeZim. Po
obsazeni Caen nasli Spojenci naleti§ti jeden nepodkozeny Hs 129, jeho#
dalsi osud vSak neni znam.

Prestoale Spojenci Hs 129 intenzivné zkouseli. Pfi nasazeni4. /Sch. G 2
v Africe se vlednu 1943 dostaly dorukou Britiidvastroje Hs 129B. Jeden

Témér kompleini pancéfovd vana zistala v kvétnu 1945 v Praze-
Letrianech (sbirka M. Balouse)

Almost complete armored bathtub was left at the Prague-Letfiany
airfield after the War (M. Balous Collection)

znich, ktery byl ponouzovém pfistanijen maloposkozen, byl rozmontovin
analodidopravendo Velké Britanie. Prvni ¢dsti dorazily do Collyweston
27. Cervence 1943 a pozdéji byl cely letoun pfeddn k No. 1426 Flight,
specialni jednotce, kterd byla vybavena mnoha kofistnimi letouny.

Ve sluzbé u RAF dostal tento stroj 21. srpna sériové &islo
NF756 a kompletni britskou kamufldZ i marking. Po ukondeni
generalni opravy drakua motorii odstartoval s letounem k prvnimu
letu ve Velké Britanii Flight Lieutenant Forbes. Pfes pomérné
dobry stav ¢inily motory neustile potiZe, a tak byl letoun
8. listopadu uzemnén.

Poté, co doslo 31. ledna 1945 ke zruSeni No. 1426 Flightu, byl
Hs 129 pfedin Enemy Aircraft Flight v Tangmere a 1. listopadu
1945 dopraven k No. 47 Maintenance Unit v Sealand k uskladnéni.

Kromé letounu NF756 ukofistili Spojenci a zalétali jesténékolik dalsich
Hs 129. Jeden exemplaf byl lodi dopraven do USA v roce 1944 (pod
inventamnim ¢islem EB-105) azkouSen na leti$ti Freeman Field spoleéné
sdal8imi kofistnimiletouny. ObdrZel tam oznaceni FE-4600. Sesrotovén
byl na chicagském letisti O’Hare vroce 1954. Pfedni ¢ast trupu se dnes
nachazi v Australii.

Také v Sovétském svazu zkouSeli nékolik kofistnich Hs 129. Jeden
z nichbyl koncem roku 1943 vystavovin v Moskvé na vystavé ukofisténé
nepfatelské bojové techniky.

Jiz béhem pocateéniho obdobi vyroby Hs 129B uvaZoval Dipl. Ing.
Nicholaus o né&jakych ndhradnich motorech namisto problematickych
francouzskych Gnéme-Rhéne. Vyprojektoval verzi pohdnénou dvéma
italskymi motory Isotta-Fraschini Delta RC 16/48. Byly to vzduchem
chlazené dvoufadé invertni dvanactivilce s odhadovanym vykonem
617 kW (840 k) ve vysce 5300 m. Projekt dostal oznac¢eni Hs 129C.
Pfipravovana sériova verze Hs 129C-1 méla byt vyzbrojena dvéma
kanény MK 103 riZe 30 mm uloZenymi pod trupem ve dvou
samostatnych, dalkové ovlddanych véZich vedle sebe. Maketa této
zastavby byla intenzivné zkousena v aerodynamickém tunelu, motory
Delta ale trpély vleklymi vyvojovymi potizemi a tak byl cely projekt
Hs 129C zruSen, aniZ byl postaven jediny exemplaf.

Jeden Hs 129 byl pokusné vybaven vystielovacim sedadlem a dalsi
projekty se pokousely vyuZit pancéfovanou vanu Hs 129 pro zastavbu
do jinych letounil. Jeden z projektti pfedpokladal instalaci této vany do
letounu Junkers Ju 188 pohdnénéhodvémamotory Jumo222A o vykonu
1838 kW (2500 k), zatimco jiny navrhoval tuto zistavbu do letounu
Gotha Go 229 pohianéného motorem Jumo 213 o vykonu 1286 kW
(1750 k) v tla¢ném uspofadani.

AcoficiotypuHs 129 nazavér? Snad, jak se s Henschelem I étalo.
Jeden z byvalych piloti Hs 129 vzpomina:

. Letové charakeeristiky Hs 129 bylyv nékterych ohledech tak Spamé, e
i po letech jsou pFedmétem mych nocnich miir. Pro akce, které jsme
létali, bylo smérové Fizeni obvzldsté 1€ké a nevhodné. Zvldsté obtiiné
pak bylo provddét posledni opravy zamifeni. Cokoli, i nejméné strmy let
se stdval opravdovou dFinou pro obé ruce, které jsme potfebovali nato,
abychom pritdhli ten zatracené krdiky knipl, krery jsme si pojmenovali
po jistém pFivésku muZského téla. Snad nejlepsi viastnosti mél Henschel
pri pristdni, ale dokonce i béhem néj se z Henschela mohla stdt hromada
Srotu, jestliZe byla turbulence, a to vzdor jeho stabilité a tékému Fizeni,
A tak, co se nds pilotiitykalo, nekritizovali jsme jen jedinou véc na tomto
letourmt — vybavu pro prefiti v nouzi umistiénouna pravé strané centro-
pldnu Tato vibava se skiddala ze samopalu, ocelové pfilby a z plynové
masky. "

Nazory jinych piloti, zvlasté téch, ktefi na Henschelech dosahli mnoha
uspéchii v boji proti tankiim, by nemusely znit tak kriticky. Faktem ale
zustava, Ze Hs 129B s jeho proklatymi francouzskymi motory nebyl
z hlediska letovych vlastnostti Zadny zizrak. a

Tento snimek dokazuje,
Ze i Rumuni méli nej-
méné jeden “zubary”
letoun. ZbrojiFi uklddaji
do kiidlové schrdnky
pdsy s ndboji pro
kulomety MG 17
(Shirka C. Bujora)

Also Rumanians got at
least one “teethed”
aircraft, as this picture
proves. The armorers
load the belts with
ammunition for the
MG 175 into the wing
box (C. Bujor Collection)
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Experti létajici na Hs 129

O Henschelech Hs 129 jeSte stdle panuje velmi rozsifeny nazor,
Ze se v boji pfili§ neosvédCily, stavaly se snadnou kofisti nepfatel-
skych stihacii, zkritka Ze nestaly za nic. V jednom ohledu je tfeba
S timto zaZitym ndzorem souhlasit. Letové charakteristiky
Henschelu skuteéné nebyly valné a pro mnohé piloty, zv1asté pro
ty, Kiefi pfedtim Iétali bitevni Hs 123 nebo Messerschmitty
Bf 109, mohlo znamenat 1étini s timto ptikem opravdu dosti
nepiijemnou zménu. O to vice piekvapuje skutecnost, Ze i s tako-
vou masinou dokdzali bitevni letci bojovat dlouhé tfi roky na
front¢. aniZ by jejich ztraty byly podstatné vys3i neZ u jinych
typu. Navic béhem celého obdobi opera¢niho nasazeni dosahovali
vyraznych aspéchu, a to predeviim v boji proti tankiim.

Nekolik pilott znicilo s Henschely vice nez 50 sovétskych tanki,
coz dokazuje, Ze a7 tak Spatny letoun to zase byt nemohl. V rukou
zkuSeného bitevniho letce pfedstavoval velmi d¢innou zbrap,
0 jejichZ kvalitich se pfesvédeila mnoha sovétska tankovi posid-
ka na vlastni kazi.

Mezi piloty Iétajicimi Hs 129 vynikli pfedevsim tito experten:

Major Bruno MEYER

RK 21.8.1941 jako Oberleutnant a Staffelkapitin 5.(S)/LG 2 za
vice nez 200 bojovych letl

Narodil se 13.listopadu 1915 v Jeremie na ostrové Haiti. 4. dubna
1934 vstoupil do armady, ale koncem roku 1937 prechizi
k Luftwaffe. Jeho prvnim piasobistém u letectva se stala
Aufklirung und Waffenschule der Luftwaffe v Hildesheimu.
I.srpna 1938 je v hodnosti Leutnant pfidélen k bitevni jednotce
Fliegergruppe 20 na zikladnu Tutow. 1.listopadu 1938 vznika
z €to jednotky IL(Schlacht)/LG 2, kterd pak byla déle neZ 3 roky
jedinou ¢isté bitevni jednotkou Luftwaffe. S ni se Meyer zi¢astnil
tazeni do Polska, na letounu Hs 123 tto¢il mimo jiné na Radom,
Varfavu a Modlin. Béhem taZeni na zdpad jednotka podporovala
némecké vysadkife v Belgii, zicastnila se ttoki na Brussel.
Cambrai, Arras, Soissons, Mont Morte a Auxerres. Po pordZce

Experten flying the Hs 129

The Henschels Hs 129 are still generally considered as a machi-
nes that did not acquit of themselves too well in the combat, that
fell an easy prey to enemy fighters, shortly - that they were not
worth much. In one respect this deeply rooted opinion is right: the
flying characteristics of the Henschel were really poor and for
many pilots, especially those who flew the ground attack Hs 123
or the Messerschmitts Bf 109s, flying this bird might have meant
quite an unpleasant change. The fact that even with such a machi-
ne the ground-attack pilots were able to fight for three long years
at the front, without suffering losses substantially higher that
other types, is therefore quite surprising. What's more - they achi-
eved considerable successes, especially in combatting tanks.
Several pilots flying Henschels Hs 129s, managed to destroy over
50 Soviet tanks each, proving that the aircraft could not be that
bad. In the hands of an experienced ground-attack pilot it was a
very effective weapon, whose qualities were proven to the detri-
ment of many a Soviet tank crew.

Among the pilots flying the Hs 129 especially the following
wexperten’ (experts) excelled:

Major Bruno MEYER

Received the Ritterkreuz on 21Ist August 1941 as Oberleutnant
and Staffelkapitan of the 5 (S.)/LG 2 for flying more than 200
combat sorties.

Born on 13th November 1915 in Jeremie (Haiti). Joined

‘ehrmacht on 4th April 1934, but in late 1937 went to Luftwaffe.
His first post with the Luftwaffe was its reconnaissance and wea-
pons school in Hildesheim. On 1st August 1938 he was seconded
as a Leutnant to a ground attack unit - the Fliegergruppe 20 at
Tutow base. On Ist November 1938 the FG 20 was transformed
into the IL (Schlacht)/LG 2 that was to remain for more than three
years the only purely ground attack unit of the Luftwaffe. In the
ranks of that unit Meyer took part in the Polish campaign, attac-
king e.g. Radom, Warsaw and Modlin. During the Western cam-
paign the unit provided support to Nazi paratroops in Belgium,

40

Francie ndsledovalo piezbrojeni na letouny Bf 109E a bombardo-
vaci ttoky na letiSt€ v jiZni Anglii.

Koncem Iéta a na podzim 1940 se Meyer poprvé setkal s novymi
Hs 129A, které€ prisly k provoznim zkouSkdm pravé k jeho jednot-
ce. Na jafe 1941 je jmenovin do funkce Staffelkapitin 5.(S)/LG
2, icastni se tazeni na Balkin a od prvniho dne pak i operace
Barbarossa. Bojuje v bitvé o Wop, poté je Gruppe pfeloZena na
sever a Ucastni se tankové bitvy u Vitebska. Pozdéji bojuje na
stfednim dseku fronty u Rusi, 80 km pied Moskvou.

Jiz 21. srpna, dva mésice po zafitku tazeni do Ruska, je vyzna-
menidn Rytifskym kfizem. V roce 1942 vede svou Staffel pievaz
né na stiednim tseku fronty. 8. Cervence se na kritkou dobu stavi
Staffelkapitinem 3./Erg. Zerst. Gr. Deblin-Irena.V fijnu 1942 je
pieloZzen (zatim jen papirové) k nedavno vzniklé 1./Sch.G 2 nasa-
zené v Africe a od 1. listopadu se stava velitelem jeji 4. Staffel
vyzbrojené Hs 129, nachdzejici se jeSté stile na letiSti Deblin-
Irena. 10.listopadu dorazil se svou Staffel do severni Afriky, kde
byla nasazena pfevazné v boji proti tankim.

Po staZeni jednotky z Afriky v lednu 1943 se znovu vraci na
vychodni frontu. V bitvé u Kurska jsou mu podfizeny Ctyfi proti-
tankové Staffel vyzbrojené letouny Hs 129B, které pod jeho vede-
nim dosahuji skute¢né vynikajicich vysledki. 18. fijna 1943 je
Bruno Meyer jmenovin velitelem nové vzniklé IV. (Pz)/SG 9.
Pod jeho velenim jednotka dosdhla mimofidnych dspéchi
v bojich u Bjelgorodu, Orla, Krivoj Rogu a Umané.

Od poloviny ¢ervence do fijna 1944 slouzi ve funkci Fiihrer der
Panzerschlachtflieger beim General den Schlachtflieger (velitel
protipancéfovych bitevnich letcii u generila bitevnika). Od 24.
fijna 1944 je na cas velitelem L/SG 104 a od bfezna 1945 do

attacked Brussels, Cambrai, Arras, Soissons, Mont Martre and
Auxerres. After defeat of France the unit was refitted with
Bf 109E and took part in the bombing of airfields in South
England.

In late summer and in autumn of 1940 Meyer met for the first
time the new Hs 129As, delivered for the operational tests to his
very unit. In spring 1941 he was moved to position of
Staffelkapitin of the 5. (S)/LG 2. he took part in the Balkans cam-
paign and since the very first day also in the operation Barbarossa
- onslaught on Soviet Union. He fought in the battle of Wop, then
the group transferred to the North and took part in the tank battle
at Rusha, 80 km from Moscow. As early as on 21st August 1941,
mere two months after the onslaught on the Soviet Union, Meyer
was awarded the Ritterkreuz. In 1942 he led his Staffel to operati-
ons mainly at the central section of the front. On 8th July he beca-
me the Staffelkapitin of the 3. / Erg. Zerst.Gr. at Deblin-Irena. In
October 1942 he was transferred (for the time being only on
paper) to the recently formed I. Sch.G 2, put to operations in
North Africa and since 1st November he became the Commander
of its 4th Staffel, armed with the Hs 129, still based at the Deblin-
Irena base (Poland). On 10th November he arrived in Africa with
his Staffel that was put to combat mainly the Allied tanks.

After the unit was withdrawn from Africa in January 1943, he
returned to the Eastern Front. In the Battle of Kursk he comman-
ded four tank-hunting Staffeln that, under his leadership, managed
to achieve extraordinary combat scores. On 18th October 1943
Bruno Mayer was named a Commander of the newly-created I'V.
(Pz)/SG 9. Under his lead the unit achieved extraordinary combat
scores during fighting at Byelgorod, Orel, Krivoy Rog and Uman.

Priprava pred novou akct
IV. (Pz)/SG 9. Ukrajina,
brezen 1944

Preparation before a new
sortie. IV, (Pz)/SG 9,
Ukraine, March 1944
{Dénes Berndd Collection)

konce vilky pak zastival rizné $tibni funkce.

Pfesny pocet bojovych leti Bruno Meyera neni znam, bylo jich
viak vice nez 500. Viechny mise odlétal jako Schlachtflieger
(bitevni letec) a Panzerjdger (stihac tanki).

Hauptmann Franz OSWALD

RK 24.10.1944 jako Hauptmann a Staffelkapitin 13.(Pz)/SG 9 za
piiblizné 300 bojovych letti a 50 zni¢enych tanki.

Narodil se 9.srpna 1915 ve mésté Jena. Pfed vilkou nastoupil
dobrovolné k Luftwaffe a byl vycvicen na pozorovatele. Na
pocitku valky mél hodnost Feldwebel, v prosinci 1939 byl povy-
$en do nejnizsi distojnické hodnosti Leutnant. Béhem podivné
vilky slouZil jako pozorovatel u 1.(F)/123 a absolvoval pét bojo-
vych letd, z toho Ctyfi na Do 17 a jeden na Ju 88. 9.kvétna 1940
musel nasledkem poruchy motoru nouzové pfistat 150 km jizné
od Pafize a padl do zajeti. V zajateckém tibofe se seznamil
s Wernerem Moldersem, ktery mu pozd&ji na jeho zidost pomohl
znovu k frontové jednotce. Zbytek roku 1940 a cely rok 1941

Since mid July to October 1944 he serves as the leader of the
armour-busting aviation with the General of the ground attack
aviation. Since 24th October 1944 he served for a certain period
of time as a Commander of the L/SG 104, then, since March 1945
until the final defeat of Nazis, he occupied various staff positions.

Hauptmann Franz OSWALD

Received the Ritterkreuz on 24th October 1944 as Hauptmann
and Staffelkapitiin of the 15. (Pz.)/SG 9 for flying approximately
300 combat sorties and for 50 tanks destroyed.

He was born on 9th August 1915 in Jena, Germany. He voluntee-
red for Luftwaffe before the WWII and was trained as an obser-
ver. Al the beginning of the war he held the rank of Feldwebel, in
December 1939 he was promoted to the lowest officer rank,
Leutnant. During the Phoney War he served as an observer with
the 1.(F)/123 and flew five combat sorties, four of them on Do 17
and one on Ju 88. On 9th May 1940 he emergency-landed 150 ki
South of Paris due to an engine malfunction and was taken priso-
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stravil u jedné z frontovych zpravodajskych $kol Luftwaffe, u niz
navic absolvoval pilotni vycvik.

Na jafe 1942 byl pieloZen ke I1.Gruppe Schlachtgeschwader 1,
s niZ absolvoval nasazeni na stfednim a jiZnim Gseku vychodni
fronty. Mimo jiné se také ziCastnil Gtoku na Stalingrad a pocateé-
niho obdobi bojii o toto mésto. Na podzim byl kritkodobé pieve-
len do Vychodniho Pruska a od 28.listopadu 1942 do 20.dubna
1943 slouZil u 8.(Pz)/Sch.G 2 v Africe. JiZ b&hem prvnich boji po
piijezdu do Tunisu byl sestfelen flakem asi 20 km za frontou nad
uzemim nepfitele. Po nouzovém pfistdni prodel nepfatelskou linii
a po 13 hodinich dobrodruzného ut€ku se vritil ke své jednotce.
18.1edna 1943 utrpél zranéni po zdsahu do kabiny. Od 20.ledna
pfevzal funkci Staffelkapitiina 8.(Pz)/Sch.G 2.

Po staZeni jednotky z Tunisu v kvétnu 1943 pobyval né&jaky Cas
na Sardinii a zde také pfi nehod€ utrpél dalsi zranéni. Diky 1éZeni
prichazi ke své jednotce na vychodni frontu az v zafi 1943
a Gcastni se boji v Rusku aZ do listopadu roku 1944, stile ve
funkci Staffelkapitiina (od 18.10.1943 13.(Pz)/SG 9).

Bé&hem listopadu a prosince 1944 se v Jiiterbogu ti¢astnil $koleni
pro velitele svazi. Poté aZ do konce vilky velel zkuSebnimu
komandu pro vyzkum protitankovych raket ,,Panzerblitz”, v pfimé
podfizenosti Generala bitevnich letci.

Celkem odlétal pres 300 bojovych leti jako Schlachtflieger a pét
jako pozorovatel v prizkumném letounu, na svém kont& ma 50
zni¢enych tanka.

Feldwebel Otto RITZ
RK 30.9.1944 jako Feldwebel za 60 zni¢enych tankii

Narodil se 17. srpna 1920 ve Frankfurtu nad Mohanem.
K Luftwaffe se pfihlasil dobrovolné a po vycviku v Memmingen
a Schroda-Ost nastoupil v fijnu 1943 jako pilot Hs 129
k 10.(Pz)/SG 9. U této Panzerjigerstaffel vedené Rufferem patfil
k nejusp&inéjsim ,louskdckiim tanku* (Panzerknacker) a jiZ
v dubnu 1944 mél na svém konté 30 ovéfenych vitézstvi nad
tanky. Mél velky podil na tspéSich dosaZenych Staffel béhem t&7-
kych obrannych boji vychodné od Tarnopolu, na severu Krymu
a v uziné u Feodosie, za které byla jednotka dvakrat jmenovina
v hlaSenich OKW.

Dvakrit byl sestfelen nad vlastnim tzemim. 19. fervna 1944
obdrZel Ehrenpokal (Stfibrnd vaza) a v ¢ervenci byl vyznamenan
Deutsche Kreuz in Gold (Némecky kfiZ ve zlaté). Potitkem srpna
Iétal jako Schwarmfiihrer (velitel roje) na podporu péchoty v pro-
storu Weichselbogen a podafilo se mu na tomto tseku na (fi dny
Uplné zastavit postup Rusi. Jeho Schwarm zde mimo jiné znicil
25 tankd, 11 z nich sim Ritz. Zde také obdrZel Rytifsky kiiZ za
dva ovéfené sestiely letount protivnika a vice nez 100 bojovych
leti, béhem nichZ kromé jiného zniCil 60 tanki a daliich 34
poskodil.

Vecer 12. Gnora 1945 odstartoval z leti$té Schweidnitz na misi ve
sméru Striegau-Jauer a od té doby je nezvéstny. Piesny pocet jeho
bojovych letll neni znam. Ziskal 2 sestfely a znidil pfiblizng 70
tankd.

Hauptmann Rudolf-Heinz RUFFER

RK 9.6.1944 jako Hauptmann a Staffelkapitin 10.(Pz)/SG 9 za 72
zni¢enych tanki

Narodil se 7.ledna 1920 v FEisenhammer ve Slezsku a do
Luftwaffe vstoupil 1. fijna 1939. Pilotnim vycvikem prosel
u Luftkriegsschule 4 (LKS 4). 1. bfezna 1941 byl povyien do
hodnostti Leutnant a poté vycvi¢en na stihae. V ¢ervnu 1942
slouzil u 1. Erg.Jagdgruppe Ost. pozdé&ji byl pfeskolen na bitevni-
ho letce a pfidélen k nové ustavené 8.(Pz)/Sch.G 1, kterd byla od
konce roku 1942 nasazovina proti tankiim na duleZitych tdsecich
vychodni fronty. Od 8. dubna 1943 vedl 8. Staffel jako
Staffelfithrer.

Nejusp&snéjsi bitevni pilot vech dob Hans-Ulrich Rudel si vzpo-
mind na jeden zdZitek, jehoZ aktérem byl Ruffer:

ner. In the POW camp he got acquainted with Werner Mdlders,
who, upon his request, later helped him to rejoin a front-line unit.
The rest of 1940 and the all of 1941 he spent with one of the
‘frontline intelligence schools of Luftwaffe, undergoing also the
pilot training there. In spring 1942, he was transferred to the
II. Gruppe, Schlachtgeschwader 1, serving at the central and sout-
hern section of the Eastern Front. He also took part in the initial
attack on the Stalingrad and in the opening period of the battle for
that city. In autumn 1941 he was briefly transferred to Eastern
Prussia and he also served briefly (from 28th November 1942 to
20th April 1943) with the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 2 in Africa. Already
during the first battles after his arrival in Tunis he was shot down
by flak over the enemy territory, some 20 km behind the front
lines. After an emergency landing he slipped through the lines and
after 13 hours of adventurous escape he returned to his unit. On
18th January 1943 he suffered an injury after a hit in the cockpit.
From 20th January he took the position of the Staffelkapitin of
the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 2.

After withdrawal of the unit from Tunis in May 1943 he spent
some time in Sardinia, suffering a further injury during an acci-
dent there. Owing to the necessary medical treatment he returned
to his unit on the Eastern Front only in September 1943 and parti-
cipated in the combat only in the Soviet Union until November
1944, still as a Staffelkapitiin of the 8. (Pz)/Sch. G 2 (from 18th
October 1943).

During November /December 1944 he took part in a training for
the higher commanders at Jiiterbog. Then, until the end of war, he
commanded the test unit, involved in the development of the
Panzerblitz antitank rockets, being directly subordinated to the
General of the ground-attack aviation.

Altogether he flew over 300 combat sorties as a ground-attack
pilot and five as an observer in reconnaissance aircraft; he had
destroyed 50 tanks.

Feldwebel Otto RITZ

Received the Ritterkreuz on 30th September 1944 for 60 tanks
destroyed.

Born on 17th August 1920 in Frankfurt /Main. He volunteered for
service with Luftwaffe and, after training at Memmingen and
Schroda-Ost, he joined the 10. (Pz)/SG 9 as an Hs 129 pilot. He
was one of the most deadly tank-crackers of this unit, led by
Ruffer; already in April 1944 Ritz had 30 confirmed tank kills. He
contributed a lot to the results achieved by his unit during the
heavy defensive fighting East of Tarnopol, at North Crimea and
over the Feodosia straits, when the unit was twice cited in the
OKW reports. He was shot down

two times over the friendly territory. On 19th June 1944 he was
awarded the Cup of Merit (Ehrenpokal) and in July he got the
German Cross in gold. In the beginning of August that year, as a
flight leader, he flew infantry-support missions in the area of
Weichselbogen, managing to stop completely the Soviet advance
in the area for three days. His flight destroyed 25 tanks here, 11 of
them fell to Ritz himself. Here he was also awarded the
Ritterkreuz for two confirmed enemy aircraft kills and more than
100 sorties, during which he destroyed 60 tanks and damaged 34
more, besides other targets. In the evening of 12th February,
1945, he took off from Schweidnitz airfield for a mission in the
direction Striegau-Jauer, being posted missing ever since. The
exact number of his sorties is not known. He got two air kills and
destroyed about 70 tanks.

Hauptmann Rudolf-Heinz RUFFER

Received the Ritterkreuz on 9th June 1944 as Hauptmann and
Staffelkapitiin of the 10. (Pz.)/SG 9 for 72 tanks destroyed.

Born on 7th January 1920 in Eisenhammer in Silesia and joined
the Luftwaffe on 1st October 1939. He went through the pilot trai-
ning with the Air warfare school 4 (LKS 4). On 1st March 1941
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» Oberleutnant Ruffer, vytecny stielec jedné Panzerstaffel vyzbro-
Jené€ letouny Hs 129, byl pii jednom z bojovych letii nad kubdri-
skym predmostim sestielen a zdzracné, jako Robinson Crusoe,
pfistdl na jednom z ostritvku mezi lagunami. Mél §tésti, némeckd
tdernd jednotka jej brzy dopravila zpdtky do viastich linii.

Od podzimu 1943 a7z do své smrti je Ruffer Staffelkapitinem
10.(Pz)/SG 9. Béhem bfezna a dubna 1944 dosahl se svou jednot-
kou mimofadnych aspéchi v t€Zkych obrannych bojich na jiZnim
tseku fronty. Za tyto uspéchy byl Ruffer dvakrat jmenovité uve-
den ve zpraviach OKW.

Okolo 10. bfezna 1944 si zapisuje mezi své aspéchy 50. zniCeny
tank.

Rytifskym kfiZem byl vyznamenndn po boji, ve kterém sam znicil
deset sovétskych tankd typu KV, které projely némeckymi liniemi
a snaZily se obkli¢it a zni€it jednotku péchoty na tomto tdseku.
KdyZ po navratu z této mise Ruffer pfistal, nasli zbrojifi v zasob-
niku jeho protitankového kandnu jesté Sest nevystfelenych 30mm
naboji. Ritterkreuz obdrZel jako prvni Panzerjiger létajici na
Henschelu Hs 129.

16. Cervence 1944 okolo 19.30 za letu proti tankovému prilomu
Rusti mezi Kowelem a Lembergem Rudolf-Heinz Ruffer padl. Pfi
nizkém priletu nad Zelezni¢ni trati Radziechov-Stojanow dostal
jeho Hs 129 plny zdsah od nepfatelského flaku. Pfi dopadu zacal
letoun hofet.

Béhem vilky Ruffer odlétal piibliZzné 300 misi a znic¢il okolo 80
tank nepfitele.

Hauptmann Hans-Hermann STEINKAMP

RK 21.10. 1944 jako Oberleutnant a Staffelkapitin 14.(Pz)/SG 9
za 297 bojovych leti a 61 znitenych tanki

Narodil se 8.fijna 1921 ve Duisburgu. 15.ledna 1940 vstupuje
dobrovolné k Luftwaffe a prochdzi pilotnim vycvikem u Grossen-
Kampfflieger-Schule 1, Tutow. 3. bfezna 1942 nastupuje jako
Leutnant k 1./Sch.G 1. Nedlouho poté je pfeloZen k 6. Staffel do
Ruska, u niZ slouZil ve funkcich technického distojnika a dastoj-
nika pro zvladtni ikoly.

Po vytvofeni 8.(Pz)/Sch.G 1 je pieloZen k této jednotce a létd na
Hs 129 své prvni mise proti tankim. V srpnu 1942 je poprvé zra-
nén, v lednu 1944 pak znovu.

Od 21.listopadu 1943 veli jako Staffelfithrer 11.(P2)/SG 9 (byvala
8.(Pz)/Sch.G 1) a od 20. dubna 1944 se stivd Staffelkapitinem
14.(Pz)/SG 9. Koncem fijna 1944 je mu na as svéfeno veleni
IV.(Pz)/SG 9. V roce 1945 pak létal pravdépodobné také u SG 2
wImmelmann.™

13.dubna 1952 zahynul pfi letecké nehodé béhem letu z Argentiny
do Chile.

Bé&hem vilky odlétal celkem 324 misi jako Schlachtflieger, vétsi-
nu z nich na Hs 129 jako Panzerjdger. Zni¢il okolo 70 tank, dal-
§ich 50 téZce poskodil.

Mimo téchto expertit existuje mnoho dalich pilotd, ktefi s Hs 129
znicili desitky tanki a dalsi nepfatelské techniky. To zcela jedno-
znacné dokazuje, Ze Hs 129 byl letoun, ktery se v podminkach
vychodni fronty osvédéil. a

A
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he was promoted to Leutnant and subsequently trained as a figh-
ter. In June 1942 he was serving with the 1 Erg. Jagdgruppe Ost,
later on he was retrained as a ground-attack pilot and posted with
the newly-formed 8th (Pz)/Sch. G 1, put to combat tanks at the
important section of the Eastern Front s ince the end of 1942.
From 8th April 1943 he led the 8. Staffel as the Staffelfiihrer.

The most successful German ground attack pilot, staunch Nazi
Hans-Ulrich Rudel, remembers an experience with Ruffer:

. Oberleutnant Ruffer; excellent shot of one of the Hs 129-equip-
ped Panzerstaffel, was shot down during a sortie over the Kuban
bridgehead and miraculously, like Robinson Crusoe, landed on
one of the small islands between the lagoons. He was lucky as a
German shock troop soon returned him back to own lines ™.

From autumn of 1943 until his death Ruffer served as the
Staffelkapitdn of the 10. (Pz)/SG 9. During March and April
1944, in the heavy defensive fighting, he and his unit achieved
extraordinary feats. For these he was cited twice in the OKW
reports.

Around 10th March 1944 he gets his 50th tank destroyed. He was
awarded with the Ritterkreuz for a sortie in which he singlehan-
dedly destroyed ten Soviet tanks of the KV type, that broke
through the German lines and tried to surround and annihilate an
infantry unit in that section of front. After his landing from this
mission the armourers found six unspent 30mm rounds in the
magazine of his antitank gun. He was the first tank hunter flying
the Henschel 129 who was awarded Ritterkreuz.

On 16th July 1944 around 19:30 hrs, on a sortie to stem the
Soviet tank breakthrough between Kovel and Lemberg Ruffer
was killed. During a low level pass over the Radziechow-
Stojanow railway his Hs 129 was hit heavily by Soviet flak and
burned after hitting ground.

Ruffer had flown about 300 sorties during the war and destroyed
around 80 tanks.

Hauptmann Hans-Hermann STEINKAMP

Received the Ritterkreuz on 21st October 1944 as Oberleutnant
and the Staffelkapitin of the 14. (Pz.)/SG 9 for flying 297 combat
sorties and for 61 tanks destroyed.

Born on 8th October 1921 in Duisburg. On 15th January 1940 he
volunteered for Luftwaffe and underwent a pilot training at the
Grossen Kampfflieger Schule 1 in Tutow. On 3rd March 1942 he
joined the 1./Sch.G.1 as a Leutnant. Not much later he was posted
to the 6th Staffel in the Soviet Union, where he served as the tech-
nical officer and the special service officer.

After creating of of the 8. (Pz)/Sch.G.1 he was transferred to that
unit, flying the Hs 129 on his first sorties against the tanks. In
August 1942 he was wounded for the first time, in January 1944
again.

Since 21st November 1943 he commanded the 11. (Pz)/SG 9 i.e
the former 8. (Pz)/Sch.G. 1, as its Staffelfiihrer; since 20th April
1944 he became the Staffelkapitin of the 14. (Pz)/SG 9. By the
end of October 1944 he was temporarily given the command of
the IV. (Pz)/SG 9. In 1945 he probably flew with the SG 2
LWImmelmann®.

On 13th April 1952 he died in an aircraft accident during a flight
from Argentina to Chile.

During the war Steinkamp flew 324 sorties as the ground attack
pilot, most of them in Hs 129 on tank-busting missions. He
destroyed around 70 tanks and damaged further 50.

Besides these ,,experts" there were many other pilots who, flying
the Hs 129, destroyed dozens of tanks and other Allied equip-
ment. This proves beyond doubt that the Hs 129 acquitted well of
itself under the conditions of the Eastern Front. 4
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Henschel Hs 129

v zahrani¢ni sluzbé/in foreign service
Berndd Dénes, M. Sc.

Mad’arsko/Hungary

Zacdtkem roku 1943 velitelstvi Madarského kralovského vo-
jenského letectva plinovalo zformovaniito¢né jednotky vybavené
letouny Henschel Hs 129B, povaZované za velmi uspésné
stroje ur¢ené k ttokim proti pozemnim ciliim.

Plinovana “csatarepiild-szdzad” byla zaloZena 1. &ervence 1943
v Nyiregyhdza a velicim dustojnikem byl jmenovéin kapitan
Miklés Scholtz. V srpnu dorazily &tyfi Hs 129B do Leteckého
vyzkumnéhostfediska (Repiilés Kutatd Intézet = RKI) umisténého
na leti8ti Matyasfold. Prvni cviéné lety se uskuteénily z letisté
Ferihégy s némeckymi instruktory, zatimco simulované stfem-
hlavé bombardovaci titoky a ttoky z malych vysek se cvicily na
stfelnici v Rakamazu. V priibéhu téchto cviceni podporuéik
Henrik Fiilép narazil do zemé a zahynul. Po nékolika letech byl
vycvik zastaven, protoZe tovarna Henschel nemohla doddvat
Zidna letadla nikomu jinému, neZ pro potfeby Luftwaffe pro
snizeny objem vyroby zdvodu v Schonefeldu po silnych niletech
USAAF. Zbyvajici tfi letouny pfevzala 5/1. Experimentalni noéni
stthaci squadrona (5/1. Kiserleti Ejjeli Vaddszszdzad) na letisti
Matydsféld, ale tam uskute¢nily jen nékolik letii. Potom si je
Némci pfevzali zpét. Po celou dobu pobytu v Madarsku byly
letouny ponechdny v piivodnim némeckém markingu.
* k&

At the beginning of 1943 the High Command of the Royal
HungarianAirForccplannedtoformanassaultsquadron,cquipped
with Henschel Hs 129Bs, then regarded as very successful ground
attack aircraft.

The planned “csararepiilé-szdzzad’’ was formed on 1st July 1943
at Nyiregyhdaza and Cpt. Miklés Scholtz was appointed as its
commanding officer. Four Hs 129Bs arrived in August to Repiilés
Kutaté Intézet (RKI = Flight Research Institute), based at
Matyasfold airfield. The first training flights were made at

Nahofe Henschel Hs 129B-2 vyzbrojeny tficetimilimetrovym
kandnem na letisti Mdtydsfold koncem srpna 1943. Na snimku je
také zachycen Emil Szaborticz, hlavni mechanik motori Gnéme
Rhéne. (Foto Winkler via Berndd Denés)

An Hs 129B-2 equipped with a 30mm cannon at Matydsféld
airfield in late August 1943. Emil Szabotics, chief mechanic of the
Gnéme Rhéne engines, is standing near the aircraft. (Photo
Winkler via Berndd Denés)

Ferihegy airport with German instructors. Simulated dive bomb-
ing and low-level attacks were made at the Rakamaz gunnery
range. During these exercises, 2nd Lt. Henrik Fiilop hit the ground
and was killed. After several flights the conversion training was
suspended, because the Henschel company could not supply any
aircraft to other customers but Luftwaffe due to a drop in
Schonefeld plant deliveries caused by USAAF bombing. The
remaining three aircraft were put on strength of the 5/1. Kiserleti
Ejjeli Vaddszszdzad (5/1. Experimental Night Fighter Squadron)
based at Matyasfold. Here they made only a few flights before
they were taken back by the Germans. During their stay with the
Royal Hungarian Air Force all Henschels retained their original
German markings.

Rumunsko/Rumania

S aktivitou v prostoru Mariopolu, na podzim roku 1942, ukondil y svoji
frontovou ¢innost stthaci bombardéry IAR. 80/81. Prichod nové
generace sovétskych stihacich letount Jakovlev a Lavockin znamenal
obrat ve vedeni vzdusnych bojii. Leteckd pfevaha Némcii a jejich
spojencii skon¢ila a v tuto dobu technicky zaostdvajici rumunské stroje
utrpély tézké ztraty. RoztfiSténé stihaci skupiny byly rozpustény nebo
reorganizoviny novymi modernimi némeckymi typy letadel.
Reorganizace byla zahdjena rozkazem generdiniho $tdbu letectva
¢. 530/07.05.1943 adne 11. kvétna 1943 se z Grupul 8 Vinatoare
(8. stihaci skupina) stal Grupul 8 Asalt (8. iitoénd skupina). V tu
dobu se jednotka nachdzela na letisti Tirgsor. Novd skupina se
vzdala vykonnosiné nevyhovujicich 1.A.R. 80, ale ponechala si
zbyvajici bombardovaci I.A.R. 81 a 40 kusii prdvé dodanych
strojit typu Henschel Hs 129B-2. Velitelem skupiny, sloiené
zletek ¢. 41, 42 a 60, se stal kapitdn Cara loan. Pfeskolovdni
pilotiinatyp Hs 129 probihalo mezi 21.5.-22.6.1943 v Kirovogradu
pod vedenim némeckych instruktorii. ProtoZe neexistovala verze
se zdvojenym Fizenim, Skoleni probihalo na letounech Focke Wulf
Fw 189. Vsech 40 letounii Hs 129B-2 nynéjsiho Grupul 8 Asalt se
§ pomoci némeckych instruktorii a cdstecné i rumunskych pilotii
premistilo z Umanu do Kirovogradu. Je nutné zdiiraznit, fe po
celou dobu pripravy nedoslo k Zddné havdrii. Po 22.6.1943
zahdjil Grupul 8 Asalt svoji ¢innost na fronté. Henschely spolu
s nové se objevujicimi Stukami u Grupul 3 a pozdéji Grupul 6
Bombardament Picaj se staly hlavni zbrani v boji proti tankovym
sildm sovétské armddy.

Spolu s némeckou jednotkou IV. (Pz.)/SG 9 zahijila 8. ito&na skupina
v srpnu 1943 své prvni akee nad ukrajinskou niZinou. V pogdtednim
obdobi snémeckym velenim a pozdéji s vlastnim. Cinnost rumunskych
tto¢nych letounti byla tak vispésnd, Ze se brzy objevila prvni esa na
kfidlech Henschelli, jmenovité por. Lazir Munteanu, adj. sef Stefan
Puscas, adj. Dumitru Marinescu a adj. Vasile Popescu.
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Rumunsky Henschel Hs 129B-2, Grupul 8 Asalt, na ukrajinském
letisti. V pozadi je Junkers Ju 88A-4. Zima 1943-44 (Shirka

C. Bujora)

A Romanian Henschel Hs 129B-2 from Grupul 8 Asalt
photographed at an Ukrainian airfield. A Junkers Ju 88A-4 is in
the background. Winter 1943-44 (C. Bujor Collection)

Osamélé ttoené uskupeni Corpul 1 Aerian, podtizené Lufiflotte 4
a posilené o dalSich 23 strojii Henschel k nahrazeni ztrét, usp&sné
bojovalo na poc¢dtkuroku 1944 v oblasti ZaporoZi a zaddtkem léta
nad severni Moldavii aZ do 23. srpna, kdy se Rumunsko postavilo
nastranu Spojencii. V tu dobu tato skupina puisobila z leti$t& Ianca
se zbyvajicimi 32 Henschely. Tato vyzbroj byla posilena o dalich
sedm letounti ukofisténych 14. (Pz.)/SG 9 na stejném letidti. Po
reorganizaci a opravé letounti mohla Grupul 8 Asalr zahajit
8. srpna 1944 z letisté Balomir-zdpad akce proti madarsko-
némeckym silaim v severni Transylvanii, tehdy &asti Mad'arska.

Jesté pfed zahdjenim zapadniho taZeni byla Escadrile 60 (letka
60) zrusena a jeji letouny rozdéleny mezi 40. a 41. Misto
Escadrile 60 vznikla jednotka vyzbrojena letouny Ju 87D.

Znacné oslabena skupina byla po mésici bojii smiSena s Grupul
6/3 Picaj, ktera také utrpéla tézkeé ztraty. Nové bojové uskupeni,
Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj, s jednou eskadrilou stfemhlavych
bombardérii a jednou dto¢nou eskadrilou mélo ke dni 26. fijna
1944, kdyZ se operace pfesunuly na uzemi Madarska, 31 letoun
Henschel Hs 129B a Junkers Ju 87D. Nasledujici ztraty anedostatek
nahradnich dili znamenaly pokracujici ubytek letuschopnych
strojli, takZe na konci roku, kdyZ zacaly operace na
Ceskoslovenském tzemi, Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj méla jen 25
bojovych letounti. KdyZ vélka skondila, tato jednotka, v té dobé
na letis$ti Tri duby, vlastnila jen dvanact letount typu Henschel.

Spolu se zbytkem Corpul 1 Aerian se rumunska jednotka Grupul
8 Asali/Picaj vratila v Cervenci 1945 z piesfanského letisté do

Jiny runumsky Hs 129B-2. Pod trupem jsou patrné pumove zdavésniky,
za motorem dobre viditelné krdtké vyfuky (Shirka C. Bujora)

Another Romanian Hs 129B-2. Bomb racks are visible under the belly,
short exhaust stubs above engines (C. Bujor Collection)

Rumunska. Zde byly letecké sily reorganizoviny a itoéné i stfemhlavé
letouny utvofily novy bojovy ttvar Flotila 3 Asalt, ktery slouZil aZ do
konce Ctyficatych let, kdy zastaralé némecké typy nahradila novi
technika. V roce 1950 byly posledni tfi stroje Henschel Hs 129 vyfazeny
ze sluZby anahradily je sovétské letouny IljusinIl- 10. Henschely a Stuky
byly bez litosti rozebrany a rozfeziny. Ani jeden kus nezistal, aby
pfipominal jejich slavu...
* ok K

Flying in the Mariupol sector of Eastern front in the Autumn of
1942, the IAR-80/81 single-engined aircraft ended their front line
careers as fighters. The appearance of the new Soviet fighter
generation, the Yakovlevs and Lavochkins, changed the balance
of power in the aerial battles. Germans and their satellites air
superiority ended. The technically outclassed Rumanian aircraft
suffered heavy losses, the decimated fighter Groups were dis-
banded or reorganized and reequipped with modern German
aircraft types.

The reorganization started by the Order of the General Staff of the
Air Force number 530/07.05. 1943 and on 11th May 1943 was the
Grupul 8 Vinatoare (8th Fighter Group) transformed into Grupul 8
Asalt (8th Antack Group). The newly established unit was at that
time based at Tirgsor airfield. It gave up the LA.R. 80 fighters that
possessed insufficient performance, but retained the remaining
LA.R. 81 dive bombers, and took on its strength 40 of the newly
delivered Henschel Hs 129B-2 aircraft. Captain Ioan Cara was

appointed commandeyr of the new Sth Assault Group, consisting of

No. 41, 42 and 60 squadron ( Escadrila).

The conversion training for the Hs 1298 was carried out between
215t May and 22nd June 1943 at Kirovograd. As there was no two-
seat version of the Hs 129, the rile of transition type from the sing-
le- to twin-engined aircraft was taken by Focke Wulf Fw 1895 at
Kirovograd with German pilots serving as instructors. All 40 of the
new Grupul 8 Asalt’s Henschels Hs [129B-2 were ferried from
Uman to Kirovograd by German instructors and some of the

Rumanian pilots. It should be stressed that during the
preparatory/training phase no crash occured. After the 22nd June
1943 the Grupul 8 Asalt commenced its front-line operations. The
Henschels together with the Stukas that were newly introduced to
the Grupul 3 and, later to the Grupul 6 Bombardament Picaj beca-
me the main weapon to combat the Soviet armoured forces.

The 8th Assault Group, together with the German IV. (Pz.)/SG 9
launched its first sorties over the Ukrainian plains in August 1943.
Its formations were at first led by German experts, later after
gaining experience they flew on their own. Rumanian airmen
learned the trade of tank-busting quickly so the successes of
FARR'’s assault units rose and first Henschel “aces™ appeared,
among them Lt. Lazar Munteanu, Adj. Sef Stefan Puscas or Adj.
Dumitru Marinescu and Adj. Vasile Popescu.

The lonely assault formation of Corpul 1 Aerian subordinated to
the Luftflotte 4 reinforced with another 23 Henschels to make
good its losses fought in the begining of 1944 successfully in the
Zaporozhye arca. Later on during Summer in Northern Moldavia,
where it remained until 23rd August, as Romania changed sides
and joined the Allies.

At that time the Group stationed at Ianca airfield had 32 Hs 129Bs
remaining on its strength. This equipment was augmented with
seven other Henschels captured from the 14. (Pz.)/SG 9 at the
same airfield, so after the reorganisation and overhaul of aircraft
the Grupul 8 Asalt could launch on  8th August 1944  their
sorties from Balomir-West airfield against the Hungarian and
German forces in Northern Transylvania, then part of Hungary.

Before the start of westward thrust the Escadrile 60 (60th Squad-
ron) was disbanded and its Hs 129 aircraft were distributed
between the 40th and 41st Eskadrile. Instead of the Escadrile 60
a Ju 87D Stuka equipped unit was commissioned.

The increasing losses were caused not only by the enemy fighters
and flak, but also by the Soviet anti-aircraft gunners, who knew
the silhouettes of the Henschels and Stukas well and took them for
enemy aircraft without paying much regard to the national insig-
nia. One example is the mission of eight Hs 129Bs in the afternoon
of 14th September 1944 against the enemy’s ground forces in
Turda (Torda) region, near Cluj (Kolozsvir/Klausenburg). Two
Rumanian assault aircraft were shot down by Messerschmitt
fighters of the JG 52 and two others by the Soviet flak.

After a month of fighting the extremely depleted Group was
amalgamated with the Grupul 6/3 Picaj, which also suffered
heavy losses. The new combat formation, the Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj, with
one dive bomber and one assault Squadron, had on 26th October
1944, when the operations moved to the territory of Hungary —
some 31 Hs 129Bs and Ju 87Ds on its strength.

The further losses and the lack of spare parts resulted in continu-
ing reduction in number of airworthy aircraft, so at the end of the
year, when operations began on Czechoslovak territory, the
Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj had only 25 combat aircraft. When the war
ended this formation stationed at that time at Tri duby airfield,
had only a dozen of its Henschels left.

Together with the rest of units belonging to the Corpul 1 Aerian
Roman, the Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj returned in July 1945 from
Piestany airfield to Rumania. At the end of war there were about
14 flyable Hs 129Bs, that with IAR-80 and 81s served in the
reorganized FAAR in a newly formed assault Flotila 3 until the
end of the forties, when the newly supplied Soviet I1-10s replaced
the obsolete German combat aircraft. The last three Henschels
and Stukas were disassembled and scrapped without mercy. Not
a single one remained to serve as a remembrance of their glory...

Author’s note: Contrary to some Western sources, no proof seems
to exist that any example of Hs 129A, the underpowered first
variant of the Hs 129, ever served in the FARR/FAAR.

Pozndmka: Autorem kurzivou tisténého odstavce je Constantin
Bujor, byvaly pFislusnik Rumunského krdlovského letectva.
(M.B.)

Note: Author of the paragraph in italics is Constantin Bujor,
Jormer member of the Royal Romanian Air Force. (M.B.)
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Henschely Hs 129B-2 od Grupul 8 Asalt jesté na strané Osy. Ukrajina, zima 1943-44 (Shirka C. Bujora)
Grupul 8 Asalt's Henschels photographed when fighting on the Axis side. Ukraine, winter 1943-44 (C. Bujor Collection)

Rumunské Henschely Rumanian Henschels

nad Ceskoslovenskem

over Czechoslovakia

Prosinec 1944 - kvéten 1945/December 1944 to May 1945
Dénes Berndd, M. Sc.

Pfestup Rumunska na stranu Spojencti neéekané zasahl personal
rumunskych a némeckych leteckych ttvarti bojujicich na
vychodomoldavské fronté. Spolecné akce némeckého a rumunského
letectva jen s vypétim vSech sil dosud trochu brzdily sovétské tanky,
které prolomily frontovou linii. Proti tankiim s rudymi hvézdami byly
kromé némeckych Ju 87 a Fw 190 1i¢inné i rumunské Stuky, ale v prvol
fadé Henschely Hs 129,

Po zhrouceni fronty vypovédélo Rumunsko jednostrannd spoluprici
s mocnostmi Osy a pfestoupilo ke Spojenciim. Porozhlasovém projevu,
ve kterém kral tuto skuteénost ozndmil, dostaly jednotky rumunského
bombardovaciho letectva, mezi nimi i Grupul 8 Asalt, &li 8. ttoény
letecky ttvar, rozkaz k pfesunu na leti$té Craiova na jihozépadé zemé,
dostate¢né vzdileném od frontové linie. KdyZse némecka vojskastihla,
rumunské velenf horecnat& organizovalo smi¥enou leteckou jednotku,
kterd méla poskytovat podporu v bojich 1. a 4. rumunské armadé v
bojich o zdpadni Sedmihradsko (tehdy patfici Mad'arsku). Corpul 1
Aerian Roman (CIAR) neboli 1. rumunsky letecky sbor, do kterého
zafadili i Grupul 8 Asalt, vanikl 1. zafi 1944. Sklidal se z Escadrila 41
a42a7.zifibylpfemisténz Craiovana Balomir v jiznim Sedmihradsku,
u zipadnich svahti Karpat. Zanedlouho, 20. fijna 1944 k ndmu byla
pfipojena Escadrila 60, ¢im# se stal plnohodnotnym titvarem ve smyslu
v rumunské armddé stale platného némeckého systému, alespori na
papife. Utvar, ktery mél ve stavu 32 strojti Hs 129B, deset z nich nasadil
hned druhy den do bojii proti némecko-madarskym vojskiim,

Boje v zdpadnim Sedmihradsku trvaly aZ do 25. fijna, kdy se presunuly
na tzemi dnesniho Madarska. Béhem téchto sedmi tydnii utrpélo
rumunské bojové letectvo t&7ké ztrdty. Nejen &innosti neptitele, ale i od
sovétské protivzduiné obrany, kterd nepoznala letadla svych novych
spojencil, resp. jejich vysostné oznadeni. Tak se stalo, Ze 14. zdfi z 20
Hs 129 nasazenych proti cilim v blizkosti mésta Kluz (Cluj) dva padly
za obéf némeckym Fw 190 a dva daldf zasdhlo sovétské protiletadlové
délostfelectvo. Za tento omyl zaplatil jeden rumunsky pilot Zivotem.
Ten druhy, $tasméjsi, jen pobytem v nemocnici s tézkymi zranénimi.
Pro velké ztrity a také nisledkem zménénych podminek na bojisti byl
Corpul 1 Aerian Roman reorganizovan. Spojenim Grupul 8 Asalt
a Grupul 6 Picaj vanikl Grupul 8 Asaly/Picaj (toény/stfemhlay
bombardujici). Zrenovovany \tvar se skladal z Escadrila 41 Asalt,
vyzbrojené stroji Hs 129B a Escadrila 74 Picaj, ktera pouZivala typ
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The Rumanian change of alliance and coming tothe Allied side surprised
the personnel of both Rumanian and German air units fighting side by
side on the East Moldavian front. The joint operations of the German and
Rumanian air forces were able to hinder Soviet tanks that had broken
through the front line only with utmost effort. Besides the GermanJu 87s
and Fw 190s and the Rumanian Stukas the Henschels were especially
effective against the Redarmor. After the collapse of the front, Rumania
xuijlaleral]y denounced the alliance with Axis powers and joined the
€S,

After aradio speech in which the King announced this change, the units
of the Rumanian bomber force — among them also the Grupul 8 Asalr
(8thattack group) — were ordered tomove to the Craiovaairfield in the
Northwest of the country; remote enough from the front line. When the
German forces retreated, the Rumanian high command started to
feverishly organize a mixed air unit that would support the 1st and 4th
Rumanian army in the battle for Western Transylvania, then belonging
to Hungary. The Corpul 1 Aerian Roman, or the 1st Rumanian Air Corps,
where the Grupul 8 Asalt was included, was established on 1st Septem-
ber 1944. It consisted of Escadrila 41 and 42 and on 7th September it was
moved from Craiova to Balomir in the southern Transylvania, at the
western slopes of Carpathians. Soon afterwards, on 20th October 1944,
the Escadrila 60 was joined with the Corpul, making it at least on paper
a full-value formation in the sense of German system, still valid in the
Rumanian armed forces. The unit, having on its strength 32 Henschels
Hs 129B, put ten of them into the fighting against Germano-Hungarian
troops the very next day.

The combat operations in the Western Transylvania lasted until 25th
October when they reached the termritory of today’s Hungary. During
these seven weeks the Rumanian combat air force suffered heavy losses.
Not only due to enemy combat activity, but also from the Soviet
antiaircraft defences that did notrecognize the aircraft or rather their new
insignia as those of their new ally. So it might happen that on 14th
September two of the Rumanian Hs 129 fell victim to German Fw 190s
and two others were hit by Soviet antiaircraft artillery. One of the pilots
paid for this mistake with his life, the other luckier one with only a trip
to hospital with serious injuries.

Because of huge losses and changed conditions on the battlefield, the
Corpul 1 Aerian Roman was reorganized. By the amalgamation of

Junkers Ju 87D. Tento “zedtihleny” ttvar lehkych bombardovacich
letadel mél 31 Henscheli a Stuk.

Nepfizefi pocasi branila v fjnu a v listopadu létani. Henschely se jen
zfidkakdy objevovaly na madarské obloze. Rozmacené plochy letist
vadily vice neZ odpor protivnika. Mrazy na za¢atku prosince kone¢né
zlepsily podminky pro letectvo. Tehdy se kone&né Henscheliim, které
se mezitim pfesunuly na letisté v Miskolci, dafi zasahovat poprvé proti
ciliim na Slovensku.

Rumunské Henschely na slovenském nebi
Béhem prvnich bojovych operaci na &eskoslovenském nebi zajisfoval
CIARvramci 5. sovétské letecké armady vzdudnou podporu4. rumunské,
27. a pozdéji 40. sovétské armadé, resp. armadni skupiné generdla
Jimacenka. Ve druhé poloviné prosince, kdyZ se boje pfesunuly na
uzeminynéjsiho Slovenska, disponovalorumunské letectvo 161 bojovym
letadlem. Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj mél 25 stroju, z toho 16 Hs 129B a pro
né 18 piloth. Ale pro ¢asté zivady a nedostatek nahradnich dili
nepfekracovala bojeschopnost 30-40 %. Stroje byvaly nasazoviny
maximalné v poctu Sesti, ale nejéastéji, podle némeckych zplsobt, ve
¢tvefici. Kriticky nedostatek trochu polevil, kdyZ se postupné do
provozu zavadélo par némeckych strojii, ukofisténych po 23. srpnu
1944, Oviem ve smyslurumunsko-sovétské smlouvy, uzaviené 12. zafi,
veskera vileéna kofist ndleZela sovétské strané. Tak i letadla po
Luftwaffe, ktera byli Rumuni schopni bojové poutit, ziistala v sovét-
skych rukach naprosto nevyuZita.

Rumunsky pilot pfed svym piné naloZenym Hs 129B-2 cekd na
rozkaz k akci. Miskole, prosinec 1944 (Sbirka D. Berndda)

Romanian pilot in front of his fully laden Hs 129B-2, awaiting
a order for take-off. Miskolc, December 1944 (D. Berndd Collection)

Kroménékolika kofistnich strojiipfibyli i nové vycvicenipiloti. Aleitak
nebylirumunsti piloti ¢astoschopnisplnit od Sovétii poZadované acasto
velmi neredlné tkoly. Dva tfi ttoky denné na tvrdé se branici &
ustupujici némecko-madarska vojska neustile zvySovaly bojové
zkuSenosti rumunskych letctli. Pravidelnymi nalety na taktické cile,
Zelezni¢ni dopravu, komunikacni uzly ¢i vzdusnym priizkumem na
objednavku sovétského veleni pomahali k uspéchu v bojich na zemi.
Uznanim téchtozasluhbyly ¢asté citace v sovétskych dennichrozkazech
¢i bojovych hlaSenich, které vyzdvihovaly bojové zisluhy rumunskych
letcti. 19. prosince zattodilo deset Hs 129B ve dvou niletech na
Zelezmiéni stanici v Rimavské Soboté, potom v nizkém letu ostfelovaly
vojenskou kolonu na cesté zapadné od mésta. Co je pro déjiny vitbec
pryvnim nasazenim rumunského letectva na Slovensku, to byl pro piloty
jen jeden bojovy let mezi mnoha jinymi. Kdo z nich by si byl tehdy
uvédomil, Ze piSou fadky historie. Oni jen dostali rozkaz a splnili jej.
Tuto dé&jinnou udalost si ale odnesla jedna zni¢ena vlakova souprava
a Ctyfi zapalena nakladni vozidla.

S prvnim uspéchem ale pfisly i prvni ztraty. 19. prosince todi osm
némeckych Bf 109 na pétrumunskych Hs 129 cestou dom. Po kritkém
boji jeden zasaZeny Henschel pfistava blizko Miskolce. Robustnimu
stroji pilot dékoval za to, Ze si nouzové pfistini odnesl jen s nepatrnym
zranénim. Druhy den se stroje opét vraceji k Rimavské Soboté. Uto¢ina
jednotky nepfitele ustupujici k zapadu. Pfi druhém niletu toho dne byly

Grupul 8 Asalr and Grupul 6 Picaj the Grupul 8 Asaly/Picaj (8th dive-
bombing/attack group) was created. The refurbished unit consisted of
the Escadrila 41 Asalt equipped with Hs 129Bs and Escadrila 74 Picaj
using Junkers Ju 87Ds. This slimmed-down unit of light bombers had 31
Henschels and Stukas.

As the adverse weather in October and November hindered flying the
Henschels appeared only seldom on Hungarian sky. The water-logged
airfields were more of a problem than enemy’s resistance. A freezeat the
beginning of December improved the operating conditions for the air
force at last. At that time the Henschels had in the meantime flown to
Miskolc airfield and succeeded finally to attack targets in Slovakia.

Rumanian Henschels on the Slovak sky

During the first combat operations over former Czechoslovakia the
CI1ARprovided within the framework of the 5th Soviet airarmy the close
air support to the 4th Rumanian, to 27th and later to the 40th Sovietarmy,
tothe army groupunder command of general Yimachenko. In the second
half of December, at the time when fighting moved to the territory of
Slovakia, Rumanian Air Force had 161 combat aircraft at its disposal.
The Grupul 8 Asaly/Picaj had 25 machines including 16 Hs 129Bs and
some 18 pilots for them. But owing to frequent break-downs and a
shortage of spare parts the operational readiness did not exceed 30 to
40 %. Machines were put to action at a maximum number of six, but
more often following the German example in a four-machine “Kerte .
The critical lack of spares was somewhat eased when several new
machines captured from Germans after the 23rd August 1944 were
gradually pressed into service. Butin the sense of the Soviet-Rumanian
agreement signed on 12th September all war booty belonged to the
Soviet side. So all booty aircraft that the Rumanians would have been
able to exploit operationally remained in the Soviet hands absolutely
useless.

Besides several captured machines, some newly-trained pilots arrived.
Butdespite thisstrenghtening the Rumanian pilots were notable to fulfill
the unrealistic demands of Soviets. Two to three attacks daily on the
German-Hungarian troops, who were bitterly fighting or retreating
continuously, increased battle experience of Rumanian pilots. By
regular attacks on tactical targets, railway transport and communication
hubs or by aerial reconnaissance according to orders of Soviet command
they helped in the success of ground fighting immensely. The impor-
tance of this air support was acknowledged in Soviet orders of the day
or battle reports stressing the combat merits of Rumanian airmen. On
19th December, ten Hs 129Bs attacked in two missions the railway
station at Rimavska Sobota, then they shot-up a military column on a
road west of the town. What for history was the first Rumanian mission
in Slovakia for pilots was just one of many routine missions. Who of
them would have thought that history was being written then? They just
received and carried out an order. This historic event was nevertheless
marked by one destroyed train and four lorries burned...

With the first successes the first losses came too. On 19th December five
home-bound Rumanian Hs 129s were jumped by eight German Bf 109s.
After a short combat one damaged Henschel force-landed near Miskolc
and the pilot could thank only the sturdiness of his machine that he
escaped with only minor injuries. Next day the Henschels returned to
Rimavska Sobota. They attacked enemy columns retreating west. The
other target of that day was the Filakovo railway station and a bridge
there. On 21st December the offensive of the 27th Soviet and 4th
Rumanian army against Lu¢enec was “officially™ launched. With the
improving weather the share of air operations grew. Nineteen aircraft of
the Grupul 8 Asaly/Picaj attacked the targets in Southern Slovakia. The
pilots again marked the railway station in Filakovo as their target of the day. The
nextday three Henschelsattacked acolumn in the vicinity of Zelena with bombs
and gunfire, leaving four buming vehicles behind them.

The commander of the 27th Sovietarmy, Colonel-General Trofimenko

thanked CIAR for the successes and for the effective support it gave
during the fighting on 20th to 22nd December.

But the attacks continued on 23rd December as well. The light two-
engine bombers struck again, this time on targets southwest of Kilna
village — the column of some 150 vehicles was attacked and 15 of them
were set on fire. The same day 50kg bombs fell on Filakovo again. On
24th December the Grupul 8 did not have a single serviceable Henschel,
only the Stukas took off to carry out their combat duties. Neither the
Christmas Day was a day of rest for the Rumanian airmen. Despite
a strong frost and foggy weather, Rumanian airmen bombed twice a
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cilem Zelezni¢ni stanice amost ve Filakovu. 21. prosince za¢ina
“Uifedné” ofenziva 27. sovétské a 4. rumunské armady proti Luéenci. Se
zlepSovanim podasi se mnoZi nasazovéni letectva. Devatenact
letadel Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj (toéi na jihoslovenské cile. Piloti si
opét oznaluji filakovské nadrai jako cil letu. Dalsi den pii
jednom naletu trojice uto&i bombami a stfelbou na kolonu
v prostoru Zelené. Ctyfi vozidlaza sebou zanechd vaji v plamenech.
Velitel 27. sovétské armady generdlplukovnik Trofimenko
podékoval CIAR za Uspéchy a uéinnou pomoc v bojich 20. aZ
22. prosince.

Boje pokracovaly i 23. prosince. Lehké dvoumotorové bombardéry
znovu zautocily, tentokrdt na cile jihozdpadné od obce Kdlna na
kolonu 150 vozidel a 15 jich zapilily. Tenty# den padaly S0kg
bomby opét na Filakovo. 24. prosince neméla Grupul 8 jediny
schopny Henschel, jenom Stuky vzlétly k plnéni bojovych tikol1.
Ani prvni vanoéni svitek nebyl pro rumunské letce dnem od-
potinku. Navzdory silnému mrazu a mlhavému pocasi bom-
bardovaly rumunské stroje dvakrat autokolonu blizko Luéence.
Odpoledne titotily na silnici Filakovo-Lugenec. To byl posledni
zdsah rumunskych letcti roku 1944. Od 26. prosince hustd mlha
anizka obla¢nost znemoZnila posdadce v Migkolci letovou &innost.
Nesmirné vyCerpanym a na smrt unavenym osadkém se hodil
tyden zaslouZeného odpoéinku.
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column of vehicles near Lugenec. In the aftemoon they attacked traffic at the
Filakovo-Lucenec road. It was the last mission of Rumanian airmen in
1944. Beginning with 26th December, a thick fog and low overcast
prevented the Miskolc-based air force units to operate. The extremely
exhausted and dead-tired crews welcomed a week of well-deservedrest.

New year, new hopes.

The first day of the last year of war was calm. Thanks to adverse weather,
airmen and ground crews on both sides could have a rest after the New
Year's Eve party. On 2nd January the frost loosened its grip a little bit
and the fog began to disperse so that the machines with blue-yellow
cockades might have entered the combat melée with renewed force. The
twin-engined machines took off in the dawn to attack a vehicle column
near the railway station at Tomasov. During the next attack they bombed
another column of vehicles on the Luenec-Poltdr road. Both attacks left
many vehicles buming. The activity of the Escadrila 41 continued at
unrelenting pacealso on 3rd and Sth January, 1945. Tactical targets were
chosen for the Hs 129s: Kdlna and Lucenec railway stations and
retreating columns of Germans around TomaSovce, Breznitka and
Poltar. On fifthof January, during a low level attack, the Henschel flown
by Adj. Av. Constantin Boghian, was hit by light flak. Nevertheless the
pilot brought the damaged machine home to Miskolc. The top cover
during all of the mentioned missions was succesfully provided by

—

Hs 129B-2 s cislem 113 mifi s plnym ndkladem pum ke svému cili na Slovensku. Zacdtek roku 1945. Letoun mél bilé konce kiidla

i pds na trupu (sbirka D. Berndda)

Hs 129B-2, ractical number 113, winging its way, fully loaded with bombs, towards its target in Slovakia (D. Berndd Collection)

Novy rok, nové nadéje

Prvni den posledniho véledného roku probihal v klidu. Diky nepfizni
pocasi simohli letci i pozemni personal na obou strandch odpo¢inout po
silvestrovském veCeru. Druhy den mréz trochu polevil amlha se za&ala
trhat, takZe stroje s kokardami se mohly s novou silou vrhnout do zapalu
boje. Dvoumotoraky vzlétly za svitani k titoku na autokolonu pobliz
tomasovskéhonadraZi, Pfi dal$im ndletu bombardovaly fadu vozidel na
silnici Lu€enec-Poltar. Po obou titocich zistalo vicero vozidel v pla-
menech. Cinnost Escadrily 41 pokratovala nezménénym tempem také
3.a5. ledna 1945. ProHs 129 byly pfipravenytaktické cile — Zelezniéni
stanice Kdlna a Lucenec, kolony ustupujicich némeckych jednotek
v prostoru TomaSovct, Brezni¢ky a Poltdra. Patého, b&éhem naletu
z malé vySky, zasihl lehky Flak letoun Henschel adj. av. Constantina
Boghiana. Pilotovi se ale podafilo podkozeny stroj pfivézt na letisté
v Miskolci. Pfi viech téchto akecich méli ochranu bojovych letadel na
starosti Messerschmitty Bf 109G Grupul 9 Vinatoare a tikol plnily
uspésné. Je také pravdou, Ze Némci se na obloze, tohoto vyznamem
druhofadéhofrontového tseku, objevovali stale vzicnéji. Stihaci obrana
se mohla aktivné zapojit i do utokil proti pozemnim cilim. Kdy#
spocitame vykony rumunského letectva za tyto tfi aktivni dny, zjistime,
Ze pii 30 bojovych tkolech a 107 uskutednénych vzletech bylo na
nepfitele shozeno vice jak 36 tun bomb.
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Messerschmitts Bf 109Gsof the Grupul 9 Vinatoare. Itisonly fairtosay,
though, that Germans appeared in the air above this section of front more
and more seldomly, as its importance was clearly second-rate. So the
fighter cover might actively join the strafing/ground attack business.
Enumerating the Rumaniancombat effort during the previous threedays
we find that during 30 missions and 107 sorties more than 36 metric tons
of bombs were dropped on the enemy.

On 19th January the usual Soviet winter offensive was launched west of
thenorthern arc of the Carpathians in the directionof Vistula-Oder rivers.
The right flank of the 2nd Ukrainian front fighting on the Czechoslovak
territory took part in the offensive. Soviet and Rumanian air forces were
on the first day of fighting limited by the weather to a weak activity. The
missions flown were aimed mainly at reconnoitering the enemy force
and his eventual movement. The following day, on 13th February, better
weather allowed the CIAR command to throw the whole power of the
corps to battle. One of its mainstays was the Escadrila 41 with its
Henschels, which together with Stukas helped the success of land battles
by attacks at the front line itself or immediately behind enemy lines.

During the day the Henschels attacked twice the positions of heavy
artillery dug inaround Tomé3ovce and the railway station at Lovinobaiia,
where a ball of fire and smoke witnessed the direct hit on an ammunition
train. Nine aircraft flew 10 hours 40 minutes and dropped 2700 kg of

19. ledna 1945 zacala obvykla zimni sovétskd ofenziva na zipad od
sevemniho oblouku Karpat ve sméru Visla-Odra. Do titoku se zapojilo
pravé kfidlo 2. ukrajinského frontu bojujiciho v Ceskoslovensku. Prvni
den bojii bylo sovétské arumunské letectvo, omezené nepfizni potasi,
schopné jen slabé Cinnosti. Uskuteénily se hlavn& priizkumné lety ke
zjisténisil nepfitele a jeho pfipadné pfesuny. Nasledujici den, 13. tinora,
dovolilo uZ pocasi veleni CIAR vrhout do bojii cely sviij potencial.
K opordm patfila Escadrila 41 se svymi Henschely, které spolu se
Stukami zdsahy ¢i pfimo na frontové linii nebo v bezprostfednim tylu
nepfitele zna¢né napomohly isp&chu pozemnich akci. V priib&hu dne
se uskutecnily dva ndlety Hs 129 na postaveni téZkého délostielectva,
které bylo zakopdno v okoli Toma$oviec a nanadraZi v Lovinobani, kde
pozdéji sloup ohné a dymu sv&déil oplném zdsahu do soupravy
naloZené stfelivem. Devét letount nalétalo 10 hodin 40 minut a svrhlo
na zmifiované cile 2700 kg pum. Z akce se ale vrtilo jen sedm stroji.
Sublocotenenti Alexandru Nicolau aConstantin Dimitriu byli prohlaSeni
za nezvéstné. Ackoliv star$i rumunské prameny o nich hovofi jako
o obétech protiletadlové obrany, podle urditych nepotvrzenych in-
formaci oba distojnici pfebéhli k Németm.

Nasledujiciden, 14.inora 1945, boje pokratovaly stejnou prudkosti. P&t
dvoumotorovych strojii zni¢ilo kolonu &tyf aut a 24 povozli blizko
Podriecan, pfi dal$im ttoku Hs 129 spolu s Ju 87 bombardovaly
Zeleznilni stanici v Lovinobani. Ani tento den neuplynul beze ztrat.
Z Miskolce vzlétl jeden Hs 129 na zilet pro ovéfeni &innosti motoru.
V ostré zatacee s vysunutym podvozkem se dostal do padu a v troskach
pochovaladj. av.rez. Vasile Scripeara, znaméhoreportéraa karikaturistu
rumunského letectva.

15. ledna se splnil prvotni cil sovétsko-rumunské ofenzivy — byl dobyt
Lugenec. V tomto usili uskute¢nila CIAR 570 vzleti a nalétala 610
hodin. Celkem bylo svrZeno 200 tun stfednich a malych pum, které
zni¢ily 9 vlakovych souprav, 3 vlaky naloZené pohonnymi hmotami,
rozbily tfi kliCové mosty a znicily velky pocet vojenskych vozidel. Tyto
Uspéchy zaznamendva i hldSeni sovétské 27. armady a 5. letecké
armady.

Po nékolika dnech vynuceného odpocinku zadala bojovd letadla zpra-
covavat dal3i pfidéleny cil — okoli RoZiavy. S jejich pomoci byly
pozemni Utvary schopné obsadit mésto uZ v noci 22. ledna. Do zajeti
padlo 1700 némeckych a madarskych obrancti. Nemilosrdné zimni
polasi opét vyfklo sviij ortel a do 15. Unora bylo 1étani nemoZné.
Ttitydenni pfestavku vyuZil C14Rk pfesunu do Luence, na leti$té blize
k fronté. Henschely a Stuky 15. inora pfelet&ly na toto viceméné vhodné
letisté. Zpozdéni ¢asti pozemnihopersondlu — zasobovéni — omezovalo
schopnost bezprostfedniho nasazeni. Ale i tak uZ odpoledne a také
16. vinora napadly tto¢né a stfemhlavé letouny Kremnici, Hronskou
Breznici a Hajnacku, kde uto€ily na tamni Zelezni¢ni uzly, na vojska
utabofena 5 km jihozipadné od Viglade a v okoli Hronské Breznice.
Letovy zapisnik velitele Escadrila 41 It. av. Lazira Munteanu svédé&i
i 0 jinych taktickych nasazenich. 15. tinora ma zapsané dva meteo-
rologické priizkumné lety, oba na Hs 129B-2 s oznacenim 336 resp.
313a. Lety provedl ve vysce 800 metrii v délce 20 minut, kazdy natseku
fronty v prostoru Detvy. Nasledujici den, jak je uvedeno v zapisniku,
napadl zvolenské sefazovacinadrazi. Zaznamy C IAR obsahuji protento
den nasledujici udaje: Grupul 8 Asaly/Picaj — nasazeno 26 letadel,
shozeno 8 tun pum. Napadené cile: Zvolen, Brezno a Hajniky, nadraZi.
Vysledky: zni¢ena souprava vezoucitanky, zasaZeny cile primyslového
vyznamu. Vlastni ztrdty: Zadné.

Jen jeden detail v tomto oficidlnim zdznamu chybi. A to, Ze pl. adjutant
aviator Stefan Puscas v nizkém ndletu zni&il palubnimi zbranémi parni
lokomotivu a &tyfi k ni pfipojené vozy. PfestoZe byl sim zasaZen
protiletadlovou palbou, tispé$né se vratil na zakladnu v Lugenci. Puscas
mohlmluvit o $tésti. Béhem svych bojovych letii (na obou strandch) byl
¢trndctkrdt zasaZen protiletadlovou palbou a pétkrit nouzové pristal,
také za linii fronty. VZdy vyvizl bez zran&ni. Stefan Puscas, ktery byl
uZ pfi vzniku Corpul 8 Asalt na tizemi SSSR, vilku pfeZil a pozd&ji
i politické ¢istky. V soutasné dobé Zije v Bukuresti.

Silici rumunski leteckd ¢innost

Sovétské vrchni veleni vydalo rozkaz 40. sovétské a 4. rumunské
armadé k utoku na 24. tnora. Cilem bylo dobyt némecké predmosti
obkli¢ené na vychodnim bfehu Hronu. Kwviili pfipravé letecké podpory
navstivil 20. inora v 19 hodin velitelské stanovisté CIAR v Lugenci
generdl F. I. Jimacenko v doprovodu nddelnika $tdbu 40. armady
generdla Sarapova. V piitomnosti rumunskych generalii sovétdti

bombs on the above mentioned targets. Unfortunately, only seven
machines returned from the mission and two Sublocotenentes Alexandru
Nicolau and Constantin Dimitriu were subsequently pronounced miss-
ing. Although older Rumanian sources list them as victims of the
antiarcraft defences, according to certain yet uncorfirmed informations
both officers defected to Germans then.

The following day, on 14th February, the fighting continued with
undiminished violence. Five two-engined machines destroyed a column
of four lorries and two dozen carriages near Podrie¢any. During the next
attack the Hs 129 together with Ju 87 bombed the railway station at
Lovinobaria. Neither this day passed without a loss: One Hs 129 took-
off from Miskolc for test flight to check engine function. In a sharp turn
with undercarriage lowered the machine stalled and crashed, killing its
pilot, Adj. Av. Rez. Vasile Scripcar, a well-known reporter and cartoon-
ist of the Rumanian Air Force.

On 15th January, the primary aim of the Soviet-Rumanian offensive was
achieved — the city of Lucenec fell. In this effort the CIAR flew 570
sorties and 610 hours. The tonnage of ordnance dropped reached 200
metric tons of medium and small calibre bombs that destroyed 9 trains,
3 trains loaded with fuel, three bridges of key importance, and a large
number of military vehicles. These successes were also recorded in the
reports of Soviet 27th Army and 5th Air Army.

After several days of forced rest the combat aircraft started to plaster the
next alotted target — RoZfiava. With the air forces” help, the land forces
were able to occupy the town as early as in the night of 22nd January.
1700 German and Hungarian soldiers were captured. The merciless
winter weather again spelled its sentence and until 15th February any
flying was impossible. A three-week hiatus was used by the CIAR to
move to Lucenec, an airfield much closer to front. Henschels and Stukas
were ferried tothis more or lessusable airfield on 15th February. The late
arrival of some members of ground personnel — the supply column —
limited the immediate combat readiness of the units. Despite that already
during afternoon and alsoon 16th February the attack and dive-bombing
aircraft flew to Kremnica, Hronskd Breznica and Hajnd¢ka, where they
attacked railway junctions and troops camped some 5 kilometres
southwest of Vigla$ and around Hronska Breznica. Commander of the
Escadrila 41 Lt. Av. Lazir Munteanu’s log-book proves that other
tactical missions were flown, too. On 15th February he flew two weather
reconnaissance sorties, both with Hs 129Bs marked 336 and 313a
respectively. The flights were flown above the front near Detva at an
altitude of 800 metres and lasted 20 minutes each. On 15th February
following entry was marked in his diary: “Zvolen marshalling yards
attacked”, while the official battle record of the CIAR listed folowing
data: “Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj — 26 aircraft in action, 8 tons of bombs
dropped. Targetsattacked: Zvolen, Brezno and Hajniky, railway station.
Results: a tank transport train destroyed, targets of industrial importance
hit. Own losses: nil.” _

Only one detail is missing in these official records: that one Pl Adjutant
Aviator Stefan Puscas destroyed asteam railway engine and four railway
carsby gunfirein alow-levelattack. Despite being hit by anti-aircraft fire
he returned safely to his home base at Lucenec. Puscas could speak of
much luck. During his missions (on both fighting sides) his aircraft were
hit fourteen times by the AA fire, he force-landed five times, alsobehind
the enemy lines. He always escaped unhurt. Stefan Puscas, amember of
the Corpul 8eversince itsestablishment on Soviet territory, survived the
war and all the subsequent political purges and still lives at Bucharest.

Increasing Rumanian air effort

On 24th February the Soviet high command issued an order to the 40th
Soviet and 4th Rumanian army to attack and vanquish the German
bridgehead surrounded on the eastem bank of the river Hron. To prepare
the close air support for the operation general F.I. Yimachenko,
accompanied by the chief of staff of the 40th army gen. Sharapov, visited
on 20th February at 19 o’clock the command post of the C1AR at
Lucenec. Soviet commanders explained their requirements of the main
directions of air operations to the attending Rumanian generals.
A summoned Rumanian commander of lower rank went through the
details of the operation. The next moming the commanders of the Grupul
were invited to an observation post closest to the future battlefield —
a.very unusual measure — so that they could get themselves acquainted
with targets that were allotted to them the day before.

In his final speech the Soviet general appreciated the effort the
Rumanian airmen hitherto devoted to the success of combat
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velitelé vysvétlili poZadavky a potfebu hlavnich smért vzdusné aktivity.
Svolani niZ3i rumunsti velitelé jesté spoledné probrali detaily akce.
Druhy den réno pozvali velitele Grupul — coZ byl velmi neobvykly
zplisob — na pozorovatelnu nejbliZe k budoucimu bojisti. Tak se mohli
na misté seznami s cili, které jim byly den pfed tim urceny.

V zivéru setkani sovétsky general ocenil dosavadni frontovou ¢innost
rumunskych letcti pro uspéch bojovych akei v Ceskoslovensku
a prohlasil: , Velmi diivéfujeme rumunskym soudruhiim”. To také
potvrzuje, Ze Sovéti poklddali akei pfipravovanou na 24. tinor za velmi
dilezitou a cela letecka podpora byla svéfena vyluéné Rumuniim. Pro
nepfizefi pocasiutok o den odloZili. Rumunské stroje ¢ekaly na zemina
roztrhani obla¢nosti. Réno 25. tinora se obloha vydistila a peclivé
napldnovana vojenskd operace mohla za¢it. Tento den byl skuteéné
dnemnebyvalé vadusné aktivity a poznadeny vitézstvimi,ale i vlastnimi
ztritami. Rumunské letectvo vrhlo vechny sily na podporu pozemnim
vojskiim v trojuhelniku Ocova-Detva-Zvolenska Slatina. Vice neZ 35
tum bomb svrZenych pfi 148 vzletech, bezpocet vystielenych niboji
z palubnich zbrani, to vdechno mélo pro uspéch operace rozhodujici
vyznam. Dvoumotorové Henschely se boje zicastnily velmi aktivné.
Spolu se Stukami svrhly vice nez 20 tun bomb a ddl uGto¢ily palubnimi
zbranémi. Vysledek akce: znic¢ené tfi polopdasové transportéry, jedno
samohybné délo, dvé auta, pét povozi, osm kulometnych stanovist,
znacné ziraty naZivé silenepfitele. Béhem naletd vmalé vy3ce viak byl
zasaZen Hs 129adj. av. Victora Dumbrava. Pilotovi se podafilo nouzové
piistat v blizkosti Detvy po pfeletu linie fronty.

Nilety pokrac¢ovaly s mirné sniZenou intenzitou dali den mezi 9.30 a2
10.15 hod. K poledni ale zacalo priet a oblanost ve sto metrech
memoznilapokracovat vIétani. Navzdory mimym teplotdam — primémé
denni teploty byly koncem toho tnora kolem +4°C — detivé podasi
a rozmacena piida znemoZnily létani do 4. bfezna. V ten den se opét
zacalolétat astroje CIAR semohly plnou silou vrhnoutdo bojové viavy.
Letadla Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj provedly osm naletl, patnacti vzlety
zasihly Henschely palbou do pozemnich boji v prostoru Zvolen-
Lieskovec-Zolna. Druhy den, ac¢koli Lieskovec jesté hofel, se osm
dvoumotorovych letounti jesté tfikrat vratilona misto bojii, aby shozem
2400 kg pum dokonéily svoje dilo z minulého dne.

6. bfezna méla bojovi letadla za cil zvolenské nadrazi, kolonu povozi
a 2 km zipadné od Zvolena umisténé baterie. Sedmého, po dvou
rumunskych niletech, zistalo umléené nepratelské délostielectvo
zakopané na okraji lesa zipadné od Lieskovce. P tfetim naletu, opét ti
strojii, bombardovaly autokolonu projizdéjici obei Slia¢. Rano 8. bfezna
molli piloti vypit sklenici na oslavu MDZ, ale hned na to je zavolali do
kabin letounti. Cile zistaly beze zmény: Zvolen a Zolna, mezitim
némecké poziceu zvolenského hibitova ana koté 391 zapadné od Zolné
dvé baterie a pét kulometnych hnizd. KdyZ se je nepodafilo umlcet,
velitelstvi nafidilo dalsi atok nasledujici den. Jedenact Henscheli
bombardovalo kromé kdty 391 pii dal$im ndletu s uspéchem Slia¢
a Lukovou.

Po jednodenni pfestivee nastoupilo 11. bfezna jasné pocasi a slaby
mraz. Rumuni prleZitost vyuZili a uskute¢nili 21 vzletti letouni Hs 129.
V péti niletech tGtocily s doprovodem stihacich IAR-81 na kétu 391, na
kulometna hnizda umisténa u lesa vychodné od Zvolena, a dile na
vozidla zaparkovana u kfiZovatky silnic ziapadné od obce Hdjniky. Pét
znichse proménilo v hofiei vraky. Zapisnik letii It. Lazara Munteanu ma
uvedené ¢tyfi ndlety na stroji oznac¢eném 228: Zvolen, Montova, Zolni
a opét Zvolen.

Od 22. bfezna 1945 se velitelem CIAR stal generdl Traian
Barduloiu, ktery v této funkei vytfidal generala Emanoiula Ionescu.
[onescu se stal statnim podtajemnikem pro letectvo v nové
demokratické vladeé Dr. Petru Groze, ustavené 6. bfezna. Zména
ve veleni se CIAR nijak nedotkla a bojova ¢innost pokracovala
nezménénym tempem. V den stfidani veliteli podniklo osm
letadel nalety na silnici zapadné od Zvolena. V Kovilové
bombardovaly stojici kolonu povozi a vic jak tucet jich znicily.
Na okraji Zvolena zapalily deset povozi i s nakladem.

Od 13. bfezna zavlidlo opét $patné pocasi a vydrZelo deset dni.
Henschely byly uzemnény aZ do 25. bfezna. Rozkaz k letu je
zastihl 26. biezna, ale vzlétly jen dva na priizkum pocasi. Ten den
byl nisledkem vytrvalych sovétsko-rumunskych utokl obsazen
Zvolen, ¢imz se otevrela cesta k vycCisténi zbytku Slovenska od
nepfitele.
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operations in Czechoslovakia and stated, , we trust our Rumanian
comrades very much”. This testified the importance the Soviets
adjudged to the operation prepared for 24th February. The com-
plete air support of it was left exclusively to Rumanians. Because
of the adverse weather the attack was postponed one day and the
Rumanian aircraft were grounded waiting for overcast to dis-
solve. In the moming of 25th February the sky cleared and the
minutely planned military operation could begin. That day was
indeed a day of unusual air activity marked with victories but also
with losses. Rumanian air force threw all its might to the support
of ground forces in the O¢ova-Detva-Zvolenska Slatina triangle.
More than 35 metric tons of bombs were dropped during 148
sorties, uncounted rounds were fired from aircraft guns — it
represented in all a decisive factor in the success of the operation.
The two-engined Henschels took a very active part in the fighting.
Together with Stukas they dropped more than 20 tons of bombs
and attacked surface targets with their guns. The result of their
activity was three half-tracks, one self-propelled gun, two cars,
five horse-drawn carts and eight machine-gun positions de-
stroyed, and many casualties among the enemy troops. But during
the low-level attacks Adj. Av. Victor Dumbrav’s Henschel was
hit. The pilot succeeded to cross the frontline and emergency-
landed near Detva.

The air attacks continued next day between 09.30 and 10.15 hours
with aslightly lesser intensity. Towards noon it started to rain and
the overcast at 100 metre height prevented any further flying.
Despite the moderate temperatures — the average daily tempera-
ture in the end of February 1945 was around +4 degrees Centi-
grade — the rainy weather and water-logged ground prevented
any flying until 4th March. On that day the flying resumed and the
CIlAR’s machines could enter the melée with full power again.
Aircraft of the Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj flew eight missions, the
Henschels flew fifteen sorties using their guns against ground
targetsin the Zvolen-Lieskovec-Zolnd area. The next day, despite
the fact that Lieskovec village was still burning, eight twin-
engined machines returned to the battleground three times to
finish their yesterday’s work by dropping 2400 kg of bombs.

On 6th March the targets were the Zvolen railway station, column
of vehicles and artillery positions dug-in some 2 kilometres west
of Zvolen. On seventh of March, after two Rumanian air attacks,
the enemy artillery batteries dug in at the edge of woods west of
Lieskovec were left silent. The third mission — again with three
machines — was a bombing against column of trucks travelling
through Slia¢ village.

On the 8th of March the pilots could drink a glass to toast the
International Women’s Day, but they were called to their ma-
chines immediatelly afterwards. The targets did not change:
Zvolen and Zolna, with German positions at Zvolen’s cemetery
and two batteries and five machine-gun positions at elevation
point 391 west of Zolna added in-between. Failing tosilence them
the attack was ordered to be repeated the next day. During that
attack eleven Henschels successfully bombed Slia¢ and Lukova
in addition to the elevation point 391.

After a day break the weather became clear with slight frost on 11th
March. Rumanians took advantage of the occassion and did make 21
sorties with Henschels. In five missions they attacked, covered by IAR-
81's, the elevation point 391, machine gun positions at the edge of forest
east of Zvolen and vehicles parked at the road junction west of Hajniky
village. Five of them became burning wrecks. Lt. Munteanu’s loghook
listed four missions in Henschel marked 228: Zvolen, Montova, Zolna,
and Zvolen again.

From 13th of March the weather got bad again, this time for ten
days. Beginning with 22nd March the command of the CIAR was
taken over by General Traian Barduloiu, who replaced Gen.
Emanoiul Ionescu, who became the Undersecretary of Air in the
new democratic government of Dr. Petru Groz, established on 6th
March. The change in command did not affect the CIAR and the
combat activity continued at unchanged pace. On the day the
commanding officers were changed, eight aircraft attacked road
traffic west of Zvolen. At Kovacova they bombed a parked
column of vehicles and destroyed more than a dozen of them. On
the city limits of Zvolen they set afire ten horse-drawn carts with
their load.

Vileéné jaro

Popfekrocent feky Hron postupovalasovétsko-rumunska vojskatispésné
zapadnim smérem. S lep§im pocasim letectvo zvySenym usilim
podporovalo pozemniboje. Zeleznou pésti velenibyly i nadale stremhlavé
a utoéné letouny Corpul 8. Pfesnym bombardovinim a odviaZnymi
ltoky z malych vySek Cistily cestu postupujicim pozemnim jednotkam.

Zacatkem dubna zacalo pro rumunské letce nové aktivngjsi déjstvi.
V ten den ¢tyfi Henschely dvakrat napadly na silnici z Levic na zapad
ustupujici kolonu, znicily 11 povozi a5 nikladnich aut. Nazitf{ se pocet
lett zdvojnasobil, celkem 19 vzletl bylo proti pile v Nemanke, na
k zipadu sméfujici vojenskou Zelezniéni soupravu a proti délostielecké
baterii. Tfeti den vzlétl jen jeden tficlenny roj, ktery zni¢il vozidla
zaparkovana v Jalovci. Po prekvapujicim nizkém naletu jich sedm
hofelo. Ale i obrana byla Uspé&$na. Z pravého motoru stroje Hs 129

Until 25th March the Henschels sat earthbound. The order to fly
was given on 26th March, but only two machines took off to
reconnoiter the weather. On that day Zvolen succumbed to
persistent Soviet and Rumanian attacks and was taken; opening
the way for final wiping of Germans off the rest of Slovakia.

Warlike Spring

Upon crossing of the river Hron the Soviet-Rumanian troops
advanced successfully westwards. With improving weather the
aviation increased its support of ground operations. The iron fist
of the command still consisted of dive-bombers and attack
aircraft of the Corpul 8. Accurate bombing and bold low-level
attacks cleared the way for advancing ground troops.

In the beginning of April a new more active period started for
Rumanians. On that day four Henschels attacked twice a column

Trojice rumunskych Hs 129B-2 odstartovala z letisté Tri Duby - 16.duben 1945. Viimnéte si bilych pFidi, hlavni rozpozndvaci barvy
letadel od Corpul 1 Aerian Roman, operujicich s 5.sovétskou leteckou armddou (foto Antoniu via Berndd Denés)

A trio of Rumanian Hs 129B-2s after take-off from Tri Duby airfield. Note their noses painted white, the general recognition colour of
Rumanian aircraft of C1AR operating together with 5th Soviet Air Army. April 16th, 1945 (Photo Antoniu via Berndd Denés)
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It. Antonescu vyrazil bily dym a potom plameny. Pilot musel okamzité
pfistat, pficemz byl letoun zcela znicen. Dikladné obména kabina
zachranila svého pilota, ktery vystoupil jen s malymi povrchovymi
zranénimi. 4. dubna vzlétly dvé Etvefice k ttoku na povozy parkujici
v Brezné ataké auta. Sestjichznicily. Odpoledne pfisla fadana tamnéjsi
nadrazi, presnéji na vlakovou soupravu. Uto¢nikiim padla za obéf
lokomotiva a étyfi vagdny. Patého se Sest zavalitych dvoumotoraki
objevilo nad Bodorovou. Patnact povozii a stejny poet motorovych
vozidel zlistalo v plamenech. 6. dubna 1945 vyuzil pozemni personal
CIAR pocasi k pfesunu na plochu u Zvolena. Tim se zjednodusilo
bojové nasazeni v Bilych Karpatech a Nizkych Tatrach, takZe se mohlo
pomoci tam bojujicim rumunskym jednotkam. Sotva se usadili vnovém
pusobisti pfisel rozkaz ke vzletu. Cile: KoSeca, Belusa, Nozdrovice.
Nasledujici den opét Belusa, po ni Puchov a Koseca se zaméfenim na
jejich nadrazi.

Od 11. do 13 dubna sméfovaly nalety proti vozidliim a povozim
v prostoru Nem$ova, Rajec, %ilina a Poluvsie a do priismykt na
slovensko-moravské hranici. Nejcastéji se pouZivaly bomby
a ostfelovani v nizkém priletu. Pak se dva dny kvili mlze
nelétalo. Od patnactého se pocasi zlepsilo a utoky se plnou silou
obnovily. Tfi viny Hs 129B (18 vzleti) bombardovaly silnici do
Makova a také nadrazi v Nizné a Sumici. Shozeni 5,4 tun bomb
znamenalo zkdzu pro 30 vozidel, dvé Zelezniéni soupravy
a lokomotivu. Pii niletech na tyto cile v disledku pfetiZeni pfi
vybirdni sttemhlavého letu dostal adj. av. Vasile Pascu vnitfnf
krvicenti, ale z poslednich sil dovedl stroj na zdakladnu. Vystoupit
z kabiny uZ ale nedokazal. Pratelé bezvladného pilota vytahli
a okamzité odvezli do zvolenské nemocnice. Dvacetilety pilot se
tak stal bohuZel invalidou a dalsi 1étani uZ mu nepovolili. Jeho
225. bojovy let byl jeho poslednim. Ale valka pokracovala.

retreating on the road from Levice westwards destroying 11 carts
and five lorries. Next day the number of attacks doubled. Alto-
gether 19 sorties were flown against a saw mill in Nemanka,
a westward-bound military train and an artillery battery. On the
third day only a three-aircraft formation took off, destroying soon
afterwards several vehicles parked in Jalovec. But this time even
the defences got their toll of success. From the starboard engine
of Lt. Antonescu’s machine white smoke began to stream, fol-
lowed by flames. The pilot had to force-land immediatelly, while
the aircraft was a total write-off. The robust armoured cockpit
saved its occupant, who clambered out only with slight bruises.

On 4th April two four-machine formations took-off to attack
concentrations of various vehicles at Brezno. They destroyed six
of them, while in the afternoon they attacked the Brezno railway
station. A train there fell prey to attackers, its engine and four cars
were destroyed.

On fifth April six of the stubby twin-engine machines appeared
over Bodorova. Fifteen horse-drawn vehicles and the same number
of automobiles were left in flames. On 6th April 1945 the CIAR's
ground personnel took advantage of good weather and moved its
base to Zvolen airfield. That way the support for combat activity
in White Carpathians and Low Tatras was simplified and the
Rumanian troops fighting there could be supported from the air.
Once in the new home the CIAR received orders to attack the
following targets: Ko8eca, Belusa, Nozdrovice. The following
day Belusa came under fire again, with Pichov and Koseca later
on with special care devoted to their railway stations.

Since 11thto'13th April the attacks were targeted against vehicles
in the area of Nem3ova, Rajec, Zilina and Poluvsie and against the
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V pondéli 16. dubna navstivil frontu osobné rumunsky ministr
obrany general Vasile Rasganu, aby osobné vyznamenal ty nejlepsi.
Slavnostni chvili zavr$il vzlet dvou trojic Henscheli, které
s impozantni pfesnosti k¥idlona kfidle odletély zipadnim smé&rem.
Co uZ ministr nemohl vidét, dozv&dél se z pozdéjsich hlaseni.
Tfeminalety zni¢ily prizkumem zji$t&nd vozidla v okoli Banova,
Nivnice, Bor$ice a pferusily ptichovsky elezniéni most. Skupinu
vidy vedl osobné velitel Escadrily, locotenente aviator Lazir
Munteanu. Pfi bombardovani Banova dostal ze zemé& zdsah do
olejové nadrie a pravy motor Gnéme-Rhéne mu vysadil. Na
jeden motor letici Henschel jen tak tak pfeleté] Vah a musel
no. 'ové pfistdt na tren¢inském letidti, které ustupujici Némeci
velmi poskodili. Stroj utrp&l pfi dotyku se zemi znaéné Zkody
apilot byl zranén. OkamZité po pfistdni jej zacali ostfelovat
a krdtce na to stroj zni&ily nepfatelské minomety z pravého biehu
feky. Ranéného pilota zachranil It. Tuniev, velitel sovétské
baterie zakopané na okraji leti§t&, Vynesli ho z palby aspojovacimi
zdkopy dopravili na o3etfovnu. Lt. Munteanu ale ne&ekal, a% se
mu rany zahoji, a uZ 21. dubna se vratil ke svému ttvaru.

17. dubna piloti Escadrile 41, zatim bez svého velitele, vzlétli na &tyfi
nilety. Sestndctstrojii podniklos bombami itok nasoustfedéni nepfitele
zipadné a vychodné od Drietomy, potom na Uhersky Brod, Praksice
a Korytni. Kolona60 povoziidostalaplny zisah padesatikilogramovymi
bombami a 30 automobili parkujicich u Korytného se stalo obé&ti

plamenii a palby z palubnich z :
Hned po obsazeni Tren¢ina zahdjili rumunské jednotky opravu letists,
byt pod palbounepfitele. Rumunstiletci zatim davali pfednost bezpeénym
plochdm lu¢eneckého letisté, N&kolik dalsich dni zavlddlo nepfiznivé
pocast. Dostate¢né seumoudfiloaZ 20. dubna, takZe kromé priizkumniki
vzlétly také bombardéry. P&t strojiiHs 129Bnapadlo Korytnou, pfesnéji
minometnou baterii na okraji lesa jihovychodné od obce. 21. dubna se
velitel Munteanu pfipojil ke svym a ved! je proti nepfiteli v prostoru
Dolni Némci, Slavkov se stal druhym cilem trojice Henschelt, Po daldi
tfidenni pfestavce se rano 25. dubna potasi vylepdilo natolik, e ho
vyuzily ¢tyfi stroje k novému néletu na Dolni Néméi,

Statistiky zachytily &innost Escadrily 41 za mésic od 25. biezna
do 24. dubna 1945: 34 ndleti se 160 vzlety, 177 hodin 20 minut
letového ¢asu, 48,9 tun svrZenych pum. Vysledky: 122 zni¢enych
vozidel, 91 povozii, 4 Zelezni¢ni soupravy, 3 délostfeleckd
postaveni, 1 zni¢eny tank a 1 most. Vzdudné boje 2adné, vzduna
vitézstvi Zadna. Ztrity: 2 Hs 129B. Strohé udaje, které kryji
obrovské lidské usili a intenzivni vyuZivani techniky.

Posledni déjstvi ve stinu Prahy

S pfichodem jara se bliZil i konec vélky. Cas finale je&t& nebyl
pfesnéznamy, takZe boje pokracovaly neslabnoucisilou. 26. dubna
probihala na zakladn& Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj intenzivni &innost.
Souvisela s obnovenim bojt, které vyvrcholily obsazenim
Uherského Brodu. Znamenalo to 24 vzletii Henschelil k osmi
utokiim na toto mésto. A nyni pozor. Je§t& nedolééeny, pét dni
po svém navratu k utvaru, It. Munteanu osobné vedl viech osm
ndletli na svém stroji s &islem 222b. Stejné mnoZstvi bojovych
vzletli absolvoval tento den i velitel sesterské Escadrile 74 Picaj
[t. Mircea Badulescu se svym Ju 87D. Hrdiny neni tfeba vymyslet.
Existovali, byli pfitomni na bojisti. A i kdyZ jejich pocet sestielli
nebyl impozantni, hovofily za né &ny. Kdy? nékdo z nich
nouzové pfistal, ten druhy nevahal pfistdt u néj a zachranit ho od
jistého zajeti ¢i smrti. Podobné uddlosti se udaly vicekrat, af u
to bylo na té &i oné strang, kde pravé bojovali. Pfesné takto za-
chranil It. Munteanu svého pfitele z trosek jeho stroje.

Vralme se ale k uddlostem 26. dubna. Prvni tok v sedm hodin
rano sméfoval proti mostu pfi obei Sucha Loz. ProtoZe letecky
odpor nepfitele neexistoval, naletuse zii¢astnily i letouny IAR-81.
Most dostal plny zasah. Pfi ndvratu letouny pfistavaly v Piesfanech,
odkud operovaly aZ do konce vilky. Toho dne se opét letélo na
Suchou Loz, Uhersky Brod, Dolni Ném&i, Bénov a tfikrét proti
délostieleckym postavenim pobliz Nivnice. Béhem tohoto dne
Rumuni shodili 72 tun bomb pfi 57 vzletech. Vyznamny den
vyznamnych tspéchi. General Jimacenko v dennim rozkazu 27.
dubna 1945 u prileZitosti dobyti Uherského Brodu pige: ,, Dobyt{
mésta bylo moZiné jediné diky agilité letectva. ” Také dal$i den
pokracoval podporou pozemnich bojii. Deset Henschelii ve tfech
vindch napadlo Tisnov. Po jednodenni pfestivce se 29. dubna
staly teréem postaveni nepfitele a komunikace v Dobikoveich.
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traffic in the passes of the hilly Slovak-Moravian borderland. The
most often used methods of warfare were bombing and low-level
strafing. The next two days the aircraft were grounded because of
fog.

Beginning with 15th April the weather got better and the attack
was reopened with full ferocity. Three waves of Hs 129Bs (18
sorties) bombed a road to Makov and also the railway stations at
NiZna and Sumica. Five and half metric tons of bombs dropped
spelled doom to 30 vehicles, two trains and a railway engine. Adj.
Av. Vasile Pescu suffered an internal haemorrhage during the
attacks on these targets because of the g-loads during pull-out
from dive, but he brought his machine back to base. He was too
weak toclimb from the cockpit, so his friends pulled the limp pilot
out and immediatelly drove him to the hospital at Zvolen. The
twenty years old airman was later declared invalid. His 225th
fligth was his last. But the war rolled on.

On Monday, April 16th the front was visited by Rumanian
defense minister General Vasile Rasganu, who came to perso-
nally decorate the best soldiers. The festive moments were
crowned by a take-off of two flights of three Henschels that
steered westwards in superbly accurate and tight formation. The
results of that mission were known to the minister only later from
the combat reports. The three attacks destroyed vehicles localized
by the reconnaissance around Banov, Nivnice and Bor$ice and
they severed arailway bridge at Pichov. The group was led by the
commander of the Escadrila, Locotenente Aviator Lazar Munteanu
himself. During bombing of Binov his Hs 1 29B was hit by ground
fire into an oil tank and his starboard Gnéme-Rhéne quit. The
Henschel flying on one engine hardly made it across the Vih
river, emergency landing on the Trenéin airfield, severely dam-
aged by retreating Germans. The machine was damaged greatly
during its landing and the pilot suffered wounds. Immediatelly
after the landing it came under fire and shortly afterwards the
machine was destroyed by enemy mortar fire from the right bank
of the river. The wounded pilot was saved by Lt. Tunyev,
commander of a Soviet artillery battery that was dug in at the
airfield perimeter. The artillerymen carried the pilot out of the
fire and through communicating trenches brought him to the field
ambulance. Lt. Munteanu did not wait until his wounds healed, he
returned to his unit on 21st April.

On 17. April pilots of Escadrila 41 temporarily flying without his
commander undertook four missions. Sixteen machines attacked
with bombs the enemy troop concentration to the west and east of
Drietoma and then on Uhersky Brod, PrakSice and Korytna.
A column of 60 horse-drawn vehicles was squarely hit by 50kilo-
gram bombs and 30 cars parking near Korytna fell victims to fire
of the Henschels’ guns and flames.

Immediately after the capture of Tren¢in the Rumanian units
started to repair the airfield, albeit still under enemy fire. The
Rumanian airmen preferred for the time being the safe Lu&enec
airfield. For several following days the adverse weather got the
upper hand. It became sensible only on 20th April, so on that day
not only the recconaissance machines, but also the bomb-laden
aircraft took off. Five Hs 129Bs attacked Korytna, or more
precisely, amortar battery at the edge of the forest southeast from
the village. On 21st April commander Munteanu joined his outfit
and led them against enemy target around Dolné Nem¢&i. Slavkov
became the second target for the trio of Henschels. After another
three-day lull the weather improved so much that four machines
took advantage of that and attacked Dolné Nemé&i again.

The statistics recorded the Escadrila’s 41 operations during a
month from 25th March to 24th April 1945: 34 missions with 160
sorties, 177 hours 20 minutes flown, 48,9 metric tons of ordnance
dropped. Results: 122 destroyed vehicles, 91 animal-drawn carts,
4 trains, 3 artillery positions, 1 destroyed tank and 1 bridge. No
dogfights, no enemy aircraft shot down. Losses: 2 Hs 129B.
Laconic data, hiding the immense human effort and concentrated
use of technology.

The last chapter in the shadow of Prague

With the upcoming Spring the end of the war was drawing close,
but the timing of finale was not yet known. So the battles raged
with undiminishing force. On 26th April was the base of Grupul

30. dubna se Nedachlebice a Bojkovice staly cilem pro naklad
2100 kg bomb. Prvni den posledniho mésice valky nebyl navzdory
destivému poasi viibec klidny. Pfi jednom naletu &tvefice
Hs 129B tento “Schwarm” rozséval zahubu mezi ustupujicimi
némeckymi vojsky jihozdpadné od Olomouce. 2. kvé&tna pfiSel
poprvé na fadu Holesov, hlavné nadraZi. Nalety sem se opakovaly
i4.a5. kvétna.

6. kvétna zadala posledni operace druhé svétové vilky smérem na
Prahu. Rumunské letectvo podporovalo postup vlastnich jednotek
utoky na cile v prostoru Prostéjova. Tady, v blizkosti Hulina,
Urcic a Tovatova bombardovaly a ostfelovaly nepfitele. 7. kvétna
zni¢ily 15 vozidel severozdapadné od Prostéjova, osmého vymetaly
ze silnic nepfitelskou dopravu v prostoru Ur¢ic a VySovic.

Stfeda, 9. kvétna 1945. Klid. Jen dvouplosné IAR-39 spoustéji
motory a ukolem je shazovat letaky. Podle oznameni z veleni
40. sovétské armady se ma nepfitel vzdavat bez odporu. Konec?
Pro uéebnice déjepisu ano, pro vilecné letectvo pfece jen jesté
ne. 11. kvétna vzlet proti ruskym vojskiim generala Vlasova.
ShromaZdili se v lese u Uherského Brodu s imyslem klast odpor.
Ale valka pfece skoncila. Odpoledne, 11. kvétna 1945, zahaleny
oblakem prachu, pfistal na travu pie$fanského letisté posledni
stroj z posledni akce. Nyni je doopravdy konec.

Po 144 dnech rumuns$ti piloti ukondili své bojové nasazeni na
tzemi Ceskoslovenska. Zde jsou statistické udaje o skoro péti-
mési¢nim plisobeni Escadrila 41 Asalt, tj. od 19. prosince 1944
do 11. kvétna 1945: 422 vzletli na 119 bojovych nasazeni, 370
letovych hodin, 130 tun shozenych pum. Zautoéili na 66
nepfitelskych kolon — 185 znicenych vozidel a 66 povozi. Na
napadenych nadrazich, pfipadné na otevfené trati, znicili 13
Zelezni¢nich souprav. Zniteny velky pocet dél a protiletadlovych
dél, kulometnych hnizd a jiné vojenské vyzbroje. Vlastni ztraty:
osm Hs 129B.

27. &ervence 1945 rumunské Henschely naposledy vzlétaji
z ¢s. uzemi. Jejich zplostélé pfidé se obraceji na jihovychod. Po
nékolikahodinovém, pro piloty vlastné nezvykle dlou-
hém letu unavené stroje jeden za druhym pfistavaji na letisti
Ghimbav u Brasova, na své mirové zakladné. Valka pro né
koneé&né skonéila. a

* & Xk

Ztraty Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj, Escadrila 41 Asalt
béhem &eskoslovenského taZeni
(19.12.1944-11.5.1945)

Losses of the Grupul 8 Asalt/Picaj, Escadrila 41 Asalt during
the campaign in Czechoslovakia
(19th December 1944-11th May 1945)

Typ
Datum Cislo PHi&Gina  Misto
latounu Pilot

Date A/C type No. Cause Place

shot sev. od Miskolce
19.121944 Hs 129B /a ? N/A i north of Miskele
13011945 Hs129B/a 235 2Lt ANicolau MIA
13011945 Hs129B/a 236 2Lt C. Dimitriu MIA

pilot 24p. od Miskolce
14011945 Hs 129B/a 105 Ad V. Scripcaru+ Al west of Miskolc
25021945 Hs 12987 ¥ Ad). V. Dumbrava hit by AA  Detva
03041945 Hs1298/a 113 1Lt V. Antonescu hit by AA  N/A
15.04,1945 Hs 129B,? 7 Adj V. Pascu % Zvolen a/f
16.04.1945 Hs129B/a 313a 1Lt L Munteanu++ hit by AA  Trengin a/f

Vysvitlivky/Remarks: fa = letoun zni&en/aircraft destroyed
+ = pilot mriev/pilotl dead

++ = pilot zran&nfpilot wounded
MIA =nezvésiny/missing in action

AA  =PVO/hit by antiaircraft defence
- =ynitin zranéni/internal wounds

shot down - sestielen
pilot error - chyba pilot
af - anrticld/letse

Celkem: 6 letount zni¢eno, 1 pilot zahynul, 3 piloti zranénd, 2 piloti nezvé&stni.
Total: Six aircraft destroyed, 1 pilot dead, 3 pilots wounded, 2 pilots missing.

8 Asaly/Picaj scene of intensive activity. It was connected to the renewal
of fighting that culminated by taking of the Uhersky Brod. That meant
24 sorties during eight attacks the Henschels flew against this town. Ithas
to be pointed out that Lt. Munteanu, still recovering fromhis wounds five
days after his return from the field hospital, himself led all of the eight
missions in his machine number 222b. The same number of sorties was
flown that day by the commander of sister unit, the Escadrile 74 Picaj,
Lt. Mircea Badulescu with his Ju 87D. The heroes need not to be
invented, they were real, they were at the battlefields. And though their
personal kill rating aren’t high, their deeds spoke of them eloquently. If
one of them emergency-landed the other did not hesitate to land beside
him to save his friend from certain capture or death. Similar incidents
happened more than once on both sides. And Lt. Munteanu saved his
friend from the wreckage of his machine exactly like that.

Let's return to the events of 26th April. The first mission at 07.00
was aimed against the bridge near the Suchd Loz village. As the
enemy air force did not offer any resistance it was possible for
TAR-81sto participate in the mission. The bridge was directly hit.
The returning aircraft landed at Pie$fany, whence they operated
until the end of war. On the same day the aircraft attacked Sucha
Loz, Uhersky Brod, Dolné Nemdi, Bianov and three times the
artillery positions near Nivnice. During that day the Rumanians
dropped 72 tons of bombs during 57 sorties — an important day
of significant successes. General Yimachenko wrote in the order
of the day for 27th April 1945 on the occassion of taking of the
Uhersky Brod: , The capture of the town was made possible only
by the effort of the air force.” Also the next day the close air
support continued. Ten Henschels in three waves attacked Tisnov.
After a day-long pause, on 29th April the enemy positions and
roads around Dobikovce became a target for Rumanians. On 30th
April the villages of Nedachlebice and Bojkovice stood on the
receiving end for 2100 kg of bombs.

The firstday of the last month of war in Europe wasnot calm atall despite
the rainy weather. During one of the attacks a quarrett of Henschel
Hs 129Bs spread destruction among the retreating German soldiers
southwest of Olomouc. On 2nd May the town of Hole$ov and especially
its railway station received the “attention” for the first time. The attacks
here were repeated also on 4th and 5th May.

On 6th May the last offensive of the WWII in Europe started —
the thrust towards Prague. The Rumanian Air Force supported the
advance of their own troops towards the targets in the vicinity of
Prostéjov. Here, close to Hulin, Uréice and Tovacov, they bombed
and strafed the enemy. On 7th May the Rumanian aircraft de-
stroyed 15 vehicles northwest of Prostéjov, on 8th May they
swept enemy transport from roads around Uréice and VySovice.

Wednesday, 9th May 1945. Calm. Only the IAR-39 biplanes’
engines sprang to life to drop the surrender leaflets. According to
the announcement of the 40th army, the enemy was to surrender
without resistance. The End? For the history textbooks yes, but
for the air force not yet. On 11th May a mission against the
Russian troops of Gen. Vlasov. They retreated to a wood near
Uhersky Brod with intention to give resistance. But the war ended
anyway. Soin the afternoon of 11th May, 1945, the last Rumanian
machine, enveloped in a cloud of dust, landed returning from the
last mission. That was really the end. So after 144 days the
Rumanian pilots ended their battle over Czechoslovak territory.

Here are the statistical data of the almost five-month operations of
Escadrila 41 Asalt there, from 19th December 1944 to 11th May 1945:
The Escadrila’s 41 Henschels flew 422 sorties in 119 combat missions,
amassed 370 flight hours and dropped 130 metric tons of bombs. They
attacked on 66enemy columns, withresulting 185 vehiclesand 66horse-
drawn carriages destroyed. At the railway stations or in the open track
they destroyed 13 trains. To the list of destroyed enemy matériel belongs
also a great number of artillery pieces and anti-aircraft guns, machine-
gun positions and of other military equipment. The own material losses
amounted to eight Henschel Hs 129Bs.

On 27th July 1945 the Rumanian Henschels take off from the Czecho-
slovak soil for the last time. They turned their flat noses to the southeast.
After a several-hour ferry flight, for the pilots an unusually long one, the
tired men and machines landed one after another at the Ghimbav airfield
near Bragov, their new peacetime base. The war has ended for them at
last and for the last time. a
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Henschel Hs 129 z technického pohledu

Henschel Hs 129 from technical point of view
Ing. Dan Haladéj

Henschel Hs 129B byl bitevni samonosny dolnoplo&nik se dvéma
hvézdicovymi motory a zatahovacim podvozkem ostruhového
typu. Vyznacoval se zejména velmi robustni konstrukei.

Trup trojihelnikového prifezu tvofily tfi technologické celky —
pfedni pancéfova vana, stfedni ¢dst s centroplanem a motorovymi
gondolami a zadni &dst s ocasnimi plochami.

Pfedni pancéfova vana slouZila jako pilotni prostor a sougasné
tvofila pfid letounu. Podlaha a pfedni &ist vany byly bodové
svafené z pancéfovych desek, pfi¢emZ podlaha a pfid z 12 mm
silnych a bo¢ni stény ze Sestimilimetrovych plati. Kabina pilota
spevnym Celnim §titkem méla vzad odsunovatelny prekryt. Celni
Stitek byl vyroben ze 75 mm tlustého vrstveného skla a byl
zasazen tak hluboko, aby umozZiioval vyborny vyhled smérem
kupfedu. Ramy Stitku byly opatfeny kiiZi potazenym chraniem
pro pfipad narazu hlavy pilota do $titku. VZdyt vzdilenost mezi
obli¢ejem pilota a pancéfovym sklem ¢&inila cca 30 em. Nékteré
letouny mély na hornim rimu &elniho $titku pfipevnéné zpétné
zrcétko pro kontrolu zadni polosféry. Odsuvny prekryt se skladal
z duralového ramu, jehoZ horni &ist byla prosklena. Boé&ni
stranymély jednu pevnou a jednou posuvnou tabuli plexiskla. Na
levé posuvné tabuli byly linky s hodnotami 10, 20 a 30 stupiii pro
nastaveni Uhlu klesdni pfi ttoku. Posuvné tabule mohly byt
z vnéjsiivnitini strany posouvany obsluZnymimadly. Pancéfova
sedacka pilota uchycena vykyvnym ramenem na zadni sténé

The Henschel Hs 129B was a robust single-seat cantilever low-
wing attack monoplane with a retractable tail-wheel undercar-
riage, powered by a pair of radial engines.

The fuselage of the trapeze (almost triangular) cross section
consisted of three assembly units: the forward armoured section,
the centre section with wing inner section and engine nacelles,
and the rear fuselage/empennage section.

The forward armored “bathtub” containing the cockpit was stream-
lined and formed the outer skin of the fuselage nose. The floor and

Kryt kabiny - Cockpit canopy

T L]

front bulkhead of the tub were spot-welded from a 12mm armor
plate while the sides were 6mm thick. The cockpit with a fixed
windshield had arear-sliding canopy. The windshield, made of 75
millimetre multi-layered armor glass in a 6mm pressed steel sheet
frame, was deep and low-set, offering the pilot a good view
forward and below. Pilot’s face, which was mere 30 cm (a foot)
from the windshield, was protected during a crash by a leather-
lined padding around the glass. Some aircraft were equipped by
a rearview mirror above the windshield frame.

The sliding canopy consisted of a dural frame with Plexiglass top
panel. The side windows were fitted with one fixed and one
sliding glass panel. The left sliding panel was marked with
horizon-alignment lines for 10, 20 and 30 degree dives. The side
panels could be slid open/closed using handles on both the inside
and the outside of them.

The armored seat was attached to the rear bulkhead by paralelogram
arms and it was adjustable in height by a handle. The usual four-
point safety harness had the shoulder straps led through the
armoured seat back and anchored to the fuselage structure. The
seat had a bucket for a seat parachute.

Henschel Hs 129B-1/B-2
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Pékny detail ¢elniho Stitku a zamérovace na rumunském stroji
(sbirka C. Bujora)

A nice detail of a windshield and gunsight on a Rumanian
machine (C. Bujor Collection)

kabiny méla moZnost vyskového sefizeni pomoci stavéciho
vietene. Pilotni sedadlobylo vybavenostandardnimi étyfbodovymi
upinacimi pasy, pficemZ konce ramennich popruhil, protaZené
otvory v sedacce, se pfipeviiovaly k vlastni konstrukei trupu.
Sedadlo je uzptisobeno k pouZiti padiaku sedactho typu. Jednou ze
zvldstnosti v pilotni kabiné byla velmi kratka fidici paka podéIného
a pii¢ného fizenl typu KG-14. Peddly smérového fizeni a brzd
standardniho typu Gerdte-Nr. 8-3715 A-2. Zcela vpfedu se nachdzel
ohfiva¢ vzduchu. Hmotnost pfedniho dilu trupu ¢inila 469 kg.

Stfedni ¢ast s centropldnem a motorovymi gondolami md ny-
tovanou poloskofepinovou konstrukei ze slitin lehkych kovii a je
spojena Srouby s pfedni pancéfovou vanou. Tvofily ji nosniky,
Clyti pfepdazky, z nichZ prvni byla §ikmd, a podélniky vyztuZeny
nosny potah. Hornimi nosniky probihaly vystfelné kanaly kandni
MG 151/20. Stfedni &st trupu obsahovala nadrZ tlakového oleje
pro olejovy tlakovy systém, vybusnou naloZ na levé strané trupu
a samosvornou palivovou nadrZ mezi pfepdZkami 1 a 3. Tato na-
drz méla na bocich ochranné Sestimilimetrové pancéfové platy.
Dile se v této ¢asti trupu nachazely kanony MG 151/20, tlakové
lihve pro nabijeni kulometi MG 17 a na tfeti pfepaZce pracovni
vilec vztlakovych klapek. Na dné trupu mezi tfeti a Ctvrtou
pfepazkou byl umistén zdsobnik na prazdné nabojové pisy
kanénit MG 151/20, v horni &asti pak byl uloZen akumuldtor.

Pancéfovand sedacka pilota

Pilot armored seat

A noteworthy feature of the cockpit was the KG 14 control stick,
which was very short. The rudder-cum-brakes pedals were of the
usual German 8-3715 A-2 cast light alloy type.

The cockpit was heated by a petrol-burning heater, located in the
extreme nose. The complete forward fuselage section weighed
469 kilogrammes.

The fuselage centre section of riveted semi-monocoque light-
alloy structure was united with the wing inner sections and the
engine nacelles. It was attached to the forward fuselage section by
bolts, and consisted of longerons, four bulkheads (the first one
slanted), and stringer-reinforced stressed skin. The upper tubular
longerons served also as the blast tubes for the MG 151/20
cannon. The centre fuselage section also housed the pressure tank
for the hydraulic (pressure oil) system, located between bulk-
heads nos. 1 and 2, an explosive charge on the port fuselage side,
a self-sealing fuel tank was located between bulkheads nos. 1 and
3. This tank was also protected from the sides with a 6mm armour
plate. The fuselage centre section housed also the MG 151/20
guns and the compressed-air-bottles for charging the MG 17 guns.
On the bulkhead no. 3 the flap-actuating cylinder was attached,
while in the fuselage bottom, between bulkheads nos. 3 and 4 the
spent MG 151/20 gun belts were collected. The accumulator was
located in the upper fuselage between the bulkheads nos. 3 and 4.
The gun breeches were covered by bulged butterfly covers.

The wing inner sections were of two-spar semimonocoque con-
struction, with an auxiliary spar in the leading edge attached to the
armoured cockpit tub. The wing inner sections, port and star-
board, consisted of four main and two intermediate ribs. They

1.  Ohfivag vzduchu (od vyr. éisla 0331)/air heater (from W. Nr. 0331)

2. Ohifivaé vzduchu (do vyr. &isla 0300)/air heater (up to and including the
W. Nr. 0331)

3 Zaméfovaé Revi 12/C gunsight

4 Niddri oleje pro hydraulicky systém/hydraulic system oil tank

5. Destrukéni naloZ/destruction charge

6. Kulomet MG 17 machine gun

7 Lahev stlateného vzduchu pro MG 17 charging compressed air bottle

8. Palivovad nidrZ 200 | fuel tank

9.  Pracovni vilec pro pfistavaci klapky/flap actuator

10, Kandn MG 151 cannon

11. Krabice na prazdné pisy MG 151 spent belt collecting box

12, Akumuldtor/battery

13, Radiopfistroj FuG 16Z radio set

14. Lékamiéka/first aid kit

15. Prostor pro zavazadla/baggage compartment

16. Mutterkompas/master compass

17. Elektricky pohon stavéni trimu kormidlafrudder trim tab electric actuator

18. Zasobnik pro MG 151 ammunition box

19, Souprava pro pieiiti (samopal MP 40, plynovad maska, pfilba)/survival kit
(MP 40 SMG, steel helmet, gas mask)

20. Palivovd nddrz 205 | fuel tank

21. Zisobnik pro MG 17 ammunition box

22. Hadeni motoryfengine fire extinguisher

23. Pracovni vilec podvozku/ ufe oleo leg

24. Olejova nddrZ mazani motoru/engine oil tank

Hs 129B-1/B-2
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Centroplan dvounosnikové poloskofepinové konstrukce s pomoc-
nym nosnikem v ndb&#né &dsti pfipojenym k pancéfové vané.
Centroplan se dile v kazdé své poloviné sklddal ze ¢tyf plnotésnych
advou pomocnych Zeber. V centroplanu byly umistény kulomety
MG 17 a zasobniky stfeliva jak pro kulomety, tak i pro kanény
MG 151/20. Centroplan mél na kaZdé strané mezi dvéma hl.
nosniky umisténu samosvornou palivovou nadrZ. V levé zadni
¢dsti centropldnu se nachazela schranka pro pfeZiti, obsahujici
samopal MP 40, ocelovou pfilbu a plynovou masku. Na 2. a 3.
Zebru centroplanu byla uchycena prutova motorova loZe a na
pfednim nosniku hlavni podvozkové nohy. V podvozkovych
Sachtich se nachdzely pracovni vilce hlavniho podvozku a hasici
pfistroje, mezi 3. a 4. Zebrem pak olejové nadrie. Hmotnost
stfedni ¢asti trupu s centroplanem bez motori a podvozku &inila
1063 kg. Hmotnost s centropldnem osazenym motory bez vrtuli
a s podvozkem ¢inila jiz 2666 kg.

Zadni Cdst s ocasnimi plochami nytované poloskofepinové
konstrukce ze slitin lehkych kovi. Tvofilo ji deset pfepaZek
a nosny potah vyztuZeny podélniky. Zadni &dst trupu obsahovala
mezi 3.a 4. pfepazkou radiostanici FuG 16Z, na levé strané
lékdrnicku, vpravo mezi 3. a 4. pfepazkou na vnitini strané krytu
palubni radiostanice se nachdzela palubni kniha a taska se

Levy bok a vnitini strana krytu radiostanice (sbirka M. Velka)

Port fuselage side and the inner face of the radio compartment
cover (M. Velek Collection)

schématy, matefsky kompas byl uchycen na 6. pfepiZce, na
pfepaZce ¢. 9 byla uchycena noha a tlumi¢ ostruhového kola. Na
konci trupu se nachdzelo zadni bilé polohové svétlo. Hmotnost
zadntho dilu trupu ¢inila 265 kg.
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carried the MG 17 guns and their ammunition magazines as well
as the magazines for the MG 151/20 cannon. The self-sealing
petrol tanks were located between the two wing main spars, both
port and starboard. Left rear inner wing contained also the
survival kit with an MP 40 submachine gun, a steel helmet and
a gas mask. The tubular engine bearers were attached to the 2th
and 3rd inner section rib, the undercarriage legs were hinged to
the front main spar there. The engine nacelles contained the
hydraulic actuators for the undercarriage retraction and the fire
extinguishers, while the oil tanks were located between third and
fourth inner wing rib. The weight of the fuselage centre section
with wing inner section and nacelles but without the engines and
the undercarriage was 1063 kilograms, the same with the engines
and the undercarriage but without airscrews weighed 2666 kilo-
grams.

The rear fuselage section with the empennage was a light alloy
riveted semimonocoque structure. It consisted of 10 bulkheads
and of stressed, stringer-reinforced skin. The FuG 16Z VHF radio
was housed in the rear fuselage between the frames nos. 3 and 4,
the first aid kit was located to port there, while the aircraft
logbook and a folder with technical schemes were stored on the
inside of the radio compartment door. The remote (master)
compass was attached to a bulkhead number 6, and the tailwheel
leg with its shock absorber was anchored to the frame number 9.
The white navigation tail light was carried on the extreme rear
fuselage. A glider towing hook could be installed at the extreme
rear fuselage.

The outer wings were built separately, port and starboard. They
were of twin-spar, semi-monocoque construction with auxiliary
spar in the nose, riveted and bolted from light-alloy profiles and

Pripojka pro stlaceny vzduch (sbirka M. Velka)
Pressurized air connection (M. Velek Collection)

Kryt radiostanice na pravém boku (sbirka M. Velka)
Transmitter cover on the starboard fuselage (M. Velek Collection)

Kiidlo se vyribélo jako oddélené poloviny, prava a leva.
Konstrukece kfidla byla nytovana dvounosnikova poloskofepina
s pomocnym nosnikem v nabéZné asti. Kazdou z jeho polovin
tvofilo Sest Zeber s pomocnymi vyztuhami ve sméru tétivy. Ctyfi
z téchto Zeber byly plnosténné. Hlavni nosniky prifezu “I" mély
na koncich kovani k pfipojeni pomoci ¢epii na kovani centroplanu.
Ve vnéjsi ¢asti kfidla byla vestavéna polohova svétlaato na levé
poloviné &ervené a na pravé poloviné zelené. Na pravé poloviné
byla instalovana Pitotova trubice; na levé poloviné mély také
nékteré letouny pfistavaci reflektor. U tohoto kfidla byla pouze
Stérbinova kfidélka, s na zemi nastavitelnymi vyvaZovacimi plogkami.
Na vnitini ¢dsti obou polovin kifidla se nachdzely hydraulicky
ovlidané vztlakové klapky. Hmotnost jedné poloviny vlastniho
kfidla byla 122 kg.

Ocasni plochy byly celokovové poloskofepinové konstrukce.
Stabilizitor jednonosnikové konstrukce s pomocnym nosnikem
v nabéZné Casti, se tfemi Zebry v kaZdé poloviné a s pomocnymi
vyztuhami ve sméru tétivy se vyrabél jako levi a prava polovina.
VkaZzdé poloviné byl umistén elektricky pohon stavéni vyvaZovaci
plosky. Vy$kova kormidla vzdjemné zamé&nitelnd, aerodynamicky
a hmotové vyvidZend. Kostra z lehkych slitin byla potaZena
plitnem a vybavena vyvaZovacimi ploskami elektricky stavi-
telnymi za letu. Hmotnost vy$kového kormidla ¢inila 64 kg.

Kylova plocha jednonosnikové konstrukce s pomocnym nosni-
kem vndbéZné Casti, se tfemi Zebry a s pomocnymi vyztuhami ve
sméru tétivy. Uvnitf vestavény elektricky servomotor stavéni
ovladal vyvaZovaci plosky.

Smérové kormidlo mélo také kovovou konstrukci s platénym
potahem. Také tato ovladaci plocha byla aerodynamicky i hmotové

sheet. Each half of the wing had 6 ribs and auxiliary chordwise
stringers. There were four main (solid) ribs. The I-section spars
were fitted with forgings at their ends, enabling them to be bolted
and pinned to the centre-section attachment lugs.

The trailing edge of the wing was occupied by hydraulically
actuated, metal-framed and fabric covered slotted flaps on the
inner sections and slotted ailerons of the same construction with
ground-adjustable trim tabs on the outer sections. Each outer
panel weighed 122 kg.

The navigation lights were attached to the wingtips, red light to
port and green to starboard.

The starboard outer wing carried the Pitot tube; in the port wing
of some machines there was a landing light.

The empennage was of all-metal semi-monocoque structure. The
horizontal stabilizer was built inright and left-hand halves. It had
single main spar and an auxiliary spar in the leading section.
There were three main ribs and interspaced auxiliary ribs with
chordwise stringers. There was an electric trim tab actuator
located in each stabilizer half.

The elevator was also built in two halves, both interchangeable
and aerodynamically and statically balanced. They consisted of
a built-up light alloy sheet metal frame covered with doped
fabric. The elevators were fitted with trim tabs electrically
actuated in flight. The weight of the elevator was 64 kg.

The vertical fin was of single-spar construction with auxiliary
nose spar. It had three ribs and the skin was stiffened by chordwise
stringers. The electric rudder trim tab actuator was located in the
fin.

The rudder was of sheet metal construction, and it was fabric-
covered. It was balanced both aerodynamically and statically, the
electric trim tab was actuated in flight from the tail fin.

The tailwheel undercarriage had single wheels. The main u/c legs
with their internal hydropneumatic springs and dampers were
attached to the front wing spars. The wheels with hydraulically
actuated drum brakes were carried on the cantilevered stub axles.
The complete ufc units retracted back to the rear of the engine

nacelles. The retracted wheels protruded partially from the na-
celles, offering a certain degree of protection in case of a belly
landing. The weight of a u/c leg with wheel was 125 kg. The non-
retractable tailwheel was fitted with a hydropneumatic shock
absorber. The complete tailwheel assembly weighed 18 kg. The
mainwheels were inflated on 405 kPa (4 atm) pressure, the
tailwheel was inflated to 354 kPa (3,5 atm).

The power unit consisted of two French air-cooled twin-row
fourteen-cylinder Gnoéme Rhdne 14M 04/05 radials. The number
04 denoted counter-clockwise turning engine (port), the number
05 denoted clockwise-turning engine (starboard). The maximum
take-off power was 515 kW (700 hp) at 152 kP (1,5 atm) manifold
pressure and 3030 rpm. Maximum continuous power was 485 kW
(660 hp) at 126,6 kPa (1,25 atm) of manifold pressure and 2750
RPM at 4025 metres. The weight of the engine complete with
accessories, engine bearers and cowling was 589 kg. The engines
were armoured with Smm steel plate.
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vyviZena a vybavena vyvaZovaci plofkou elektricky stavitelnou
za letu. Hmotnost smérového kormidla ¢inila 25 kg.

Podvozek ostruhového typu mél jednoducha kola. Hlavni podvozkové
nohy s olejopneumatickymi pruZicimi a tlumicimi jednotkami byly
zavéseny na pfednim nosniku kfidla. Ob& nohy nesly letmo uchycena
kola s hydraulicky ovladanymi bubnovymi brzdami. Podvozek se
zatahoval hydraulicky dozadni dsti motorovych gondol. Cast hlavniho
podvozkového kola zistavala po zataZeni nezakryta a vystupovala
z obrysu motorové gondoly. Timto zplisobem se zajistfovalaiochrana
pfed velkym poSkozenim v piipadé nouzového pfistani se zataZenym
podvozkem. Hmotnost podvozkové nohy s kolem &inila 125 kg.

NezataZitelnd ostruhabyla vybavenaolejopneumatickou pruZicia thumiei
jednotkou. Hmotnost ostruhy s kolem 18 kg. Pneumatiky hlavniho
podvozku se hustily na tlak 405 kPa (4 atm) a ostruhové kolo na 354
kPa (3,5 atm).

Pohonné jednotky tvofily dva vzduchem chlazené dvouhvézdicové
¢trndctivialce Gnome-Rhone 14M 04/05 francouzské vyroby.
JelikoZ motory mély opaény smysl otd&eni (smérem od trupu)
oznacoval se levy motor 05 a pravy 04. Vzletovy vykon kazdé
jednotky byl 514,5 kW (700 k) pfi plnicim tlaku 1,5 atm a 3030
ot/min., trvaly maximalni vykon 485,1 kW (660 k) pfi plnicim
tlaku 126,6 kPa (1,25 atm) a 2750 ot/min. ve vysce 4025 metri.
Hmotnost jednoho motoru s pfisluSenstvim, motorovym loZem
a kryty byla 589 kg. Obé pohonné jednotky chrdnil Smm pancif.

Motory Gnome-Rhone pohinély kovové tiilisté stavitelné vriule
o konstantnich otackach Ratier 1527/1528 o priiméru 2,6 m,
rovnéZ francouzské vyroby. Levotodivd vrtule byla oznacena
1527, pravotoCiva 1528. Vrtule se stavély elektricky vrozsahu 26
aZz 50 stupfit. Stavéni bylo bud manualni, nebo automatické.
Hmotnost vrtule ¢inila 94 kg.

Motorovy olej nesly dvé nadrZe o objemu 35 litrii u verze B-1
a o objemu 41 litri u nékterych strojii verze B-2. Pancéfované
chladice oleje se nachdzely na spodni strané centroplianu vné
motorovych gondol. PouZival se motorovy olej Aero Shell stfedni
kvality.
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Hlavni podvozkovd noha

Main undercarriage leg

Ostruhové kolo - Tailwheel

The engines drove French all-metal three-blade constant-speed
Ratier 1527/1528 airscrews of 2,6 m diameter, whose pitch was
adjusted electrically from 26 to 50 degrees. The pitch was set
either automatically or by a manual lever. The airscrews weighed
94 kg each.

The engine oil was contained in two tanks of 35 litre capacity (in
the B-1 version) and of 41 litre capacity (in some B-2 machines).
The armored oil-coolers were located on the underside of the
centre section, outside of the nacelles. The oil used was the Aero
Shell Medium grade.

The aircraft was equipped with three self-sealing main fuel tanks.
The upper fuselage tank is of 200 litres capacity, the centre-
section tanks were of 205 litres each. The fuel was the B 4 aviation
petrol of 87 octane number

The hydraulic system controlled the lowering and raising of
undercarriage and flaps.

The compressed-air system served for cocking the MG 17 guns.

The electric system used 24 Volts, supplied by a generator and
a battery. The system powered all the on-board instruments
and otlier equipment. Also the armament was controlled electri-
cally.

The instruments included a complete flight control and engine
control instruments suite. The peculiarity was the arrangement of
the instruments. While the flight instruments were located in the
cockpit on the instrument panel below the windshield, the engine
instruments were, because of lack of space in the cockpit, put into

Tfi palivové nadrze mély své misto nahofe v trupu — o objemu
200 litrd; a v centroplanu o objemu po 205 litrii. NdadrZe mély
ochranné samosvorné obaly. Jako palivo se pouZival letecky
benzin B 4.

Hydraulicka soustava zabezpelovala vysouvani a zatahovani
podvozku a vztlakovych klapek.

Pneumaticka soustava méla za kol nabijeni kulometi MG 17.

Elektrick4 soustava pracovalas napétim 24 V, které dodaval aku-
mulator a generator. Systém zaji§foval funkci palubnich pfistroji
a dal8i vystroje. Elektricky se také ovladala vyzbroj.

Piistrojové vybaveni obsahovalo kompletni sadu pfistroji pro
kontrolu letu a kontrolu chodu motorti. Zvlastnosti ale bylo jejich
umisténi. Zatimco pfistroje pro kontrolu letu byly standardné
umistény na palubni desce v pilotnim prostoru, pfistroje pro
kontrolu chodu motori byly z divodu nedostatku prostoru v kabiné
umistény na vnitinich strandch motorovych gondol. Umistény
byly pod sebou s vyjimkou otackomérii. Na levé motorové
gondole se nachazely tyto pfistroje: otaCkomeér, signalizace o stavu
zbytkového paliva, palivomér, teplomér oleje, tlakomér paliva
a oleje, tlakomér olejového systému. Na pravé gondole byly
stejné pfistroje s vyjimkou tlakoméru olejového systému.
Elektricky vyhfivana Pitotova trubice byla uchycena na nabézné
hrané pravého kiidla.

Radiovybaveni se vyvijelo a ménilo postupné s vyvojem typu.
Hs 129B byl vybaven radiostanici FuG 16ZY nebo ZE, ur¢enou
pro pfijem a vysilani mezi letounem a zemi i mezi letouny
navzajem. Jeji dratova anténa byla svedena z kylové plochy.
Letoun byl dale vybaven pfistroji FuG 17 a FuG 25. Pozdéjsi
verze byly vybaveny i radiopolokompasem s ramovou anténou
charakteristického kruhového tvaru na hibeté trupu.

Vyzbroj se skladala ze standardni pevné zabudované hlaviiové
vyzbroje, pfipadné sad pfidavné vyzbroje — Riistsdrze. Pevnou
standardni vyzbroj tvorily dva kulomety Rheinmetall Borsig
MG 17 raze 7,92 mm a dva kanony Mauser MG 151/20 raze 20
mm. Kulomety se ovlddaly elektricky, k nabijeni slouzil stlac¢eny
vzduch dodavany z tlakovych lahvi. Pro kazdou kulometnou
hlaven bylo neseno 500 naboji. Kandony MG 151/20 mély
elektrické ovladani i nabijeni a na kazdy pfipadalo 125 granatu.
K zamifeni na cil slouzil opticky reflexni zaméfova¢ Revi C 12/C.
Na levy bok krytu zaméfovace se montovaly plechové listy, které
pilotovi usnadfiovaly navedeni letounu do ttoku pod spravnym
dhlem. Zvlastnostibylo jeho umisténi. Zaméfovaé se nachazel vné
pilotni kabiny vpravo od podélné osy letounu tésné pied ¢elnim
stitkem kabiny. Divodem byl nedostatek prostoru v kabiné pilota.

the inside of engine nacelles in the pilots view. The facia were
grouped in a vertical row — only the RPM indicators were besides
the top instrument. The port nacelle housed the engine RPM
indicator, fuel-low warning, fuel gauge, oil temperature, fuel and
oil pressure, hydraulic system pressure. On the starboard na-
celle’s inner side there were the same instruments except for the
hydraulic system pressure gauge. The electrically heated Pitot
tube was attached to the starboard wing’s leading edge.

Radio equipment was gradually developed and changed with the
development of the aircraft. Hs 129B was equipped with the
FuG 16ZY or ZE set intended for receiving and transmitting
between the aircraft and the ground and between aircraft. Its wire
antenna was led from the fin. The Hs 129 was also equipped with
the FuG 17 and FuG 25 radios. The latter versions were equipped
with a direction-finding equipment with characteristic loop an-
tenna on the fuselage spine.

kanon MG 151/20 cannon

kulomet MG 17 machine gun
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The armament consisted of the standard fixed-gun outfit and of
optional additional armament sets - the Riistsdarze. The fixed
armament consisted of two Rheinmetall Borsig MG 17 machine
guns of 7,92mm calibre and of two Mauser MG 151/20 cannon of
20mm calibre. The machine guns were operated electrically, the
charging was pneumatic with compressed air supplied from
pressure bottles. The ammunition supply was 500 rpg. The MG
151/20 cannon were charged and fired electrically and their
ammunition supply was 125 rpg.

The armament was aimed using a Revi C 12/C reflex sight, the
75mm gun with ZFR 3 telescope. Steel blades, installed on the left
side of the Revi housing, helped the pilot to take the right angle
of dive during the attack. The unusual external location of the gun
sight, in front of the windshield, to the starboard of the centreline,
was caused by the lack of space inside of cockpit.

Konec trupu s vleénym zafizenim (vyskovka nent zakreslena)
Rear fuselage with the towing gear (elevator omirted)

Uprava konce trupu k zdstavbé viecného zafizeni pro kluzdky DFS 230 (od W. Nr. 0351)
Rear fuselage cone adapted for the DFS 230-glider towing gear (beginning with W. Nr. 0351 )

© Karel Placek

The radio access panel with cover of the tail cone
Dvirka k radiovému pristroji s krytem tainého zafizeni
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Technicka data

Hs 129B-0 Hs 129B-1 Hs 129B-2

Pohonna jednotka/Powerplant 2x  Gndbme et Rhoéne 14M - 04/05
Délka/Length [m] 9,75

Vy3ka/Height [m] 325

Rozpéti kfidla/Wingspan [m] 14,20

Rozpéti stabilizatory/Stabspan [m] 4,78

Nosna plocha/Wing area [m?] 29,00

Prazdna hmotnost/Empty Weight [kgl 3675 3661 3810
Norm. vzletovd hmotnost/T.0. Weight [kg) 3839 4057 4197

Max. vzletovad hm/Max. T.0, Weight [kg] 5000 5000 5250
Stoupavost ve 2000 m/Rate of Climb [m/s] - - 825"
Dolet/Range [km] 750 680"

Nékteré letové parametry Hs 129B-0 * Vykony letounu se 75% zasobou paliva, plnou zidsobou munice . LD \ ; -5 : . P et

Some Flight Performances Hs 129B-0 a se dvéma pumovymi zavésniky ETC 50

Némecky Hs 129B-2 s kandnem MK 101. Na piidi jsou vidét vyfuky benzinového topeni (ohfivace) (sbirka Constantin Bujor)
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Max. phipustn indik . v :
el o : : German Hs 129B-2 with a MK 101 cannon. On the forward nose the two exhaust stacks of petrol heater are visible (C. Bujor
Max, indicated airspeed kay/h 600 600 550 500 Collection)
permitted
:!E g’i;&‘mm e 0 2000 4000 6000 Rumunsky pilot a mechanici odpocivaji \J_{’)Vh'z,kom' svého svcffcm‘e, Tento Henschel Hs 129B-2 partFil do stavu jednotky Escadrila 41
T Tovdmi. mak Asalt (Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj). Jaro 1945, jiini Slovensko (sbirka D. Berndda)
'y u
Atkide i 3 The factory badge A Romanian pilot and ground crew enjoying a break close to their charge. This Henschel Hs 129B-2 belonged to the Escadrila 41
E‘Ian:;;'ldakpreswre atm/kPA | 1107112 Asalt of the Grupul 8 Asali/Picaj. Spring 1945, Southern Slovakia (D. Berndd collection)
Otatky motorl ot/min 2350 , 5
RPM RPM Vyroba/Production — Hs 129B-1, B-2, B-3 -
Spotieba palva 7
Fuel : Vh 284 .
S";::”:"“‘g; = Obdoby/Period 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944
nd ryc u = ST
. kmy/'h 355 Udaje v tabul latf letoun
Trve airspeed 56 006 ity gRlive v pit Skt Leden/January - 3 2 30
Celkovd doba letu h 21 malnim trvalém refimu chodu : -
Endurance hr, ; motord. Unor/February - 3 27 25
Celkova ulétnuta vzdalenost = The performances apply to anair- —
Range km 750 c:nh with 600 litres of fuel and Bfezen/March » 6 30 35
al maximum conlinuous power, T (D
. : . Duben/April - 31 33 35
Nékteré letové parametry Hs 129B-2 e -
Some Flight Performances Hs 129B-2 Avbta/May. - | - 18 3% A
Max. plipustnd indikovand Cerven/June = 18 40 27
rychiost - — —
Max. indicated airspeed knv'h 600 580 550 520 Cervenec/July - 20 40 18
permitted — —
Ve vyice Srpen/August - 24 40 3
At given altitude m 1000 2000 3000 4000 B
Vitha ot Zafi/September - 15 40 17
Ahitude i = 2000 PraisrEToTET i
S Rilen/October - 33 40 -
IMiC
p atm/kPA | 1,10/112 | 1,10/112 jev ati i
Manifold pressure ;Jri"fe 1;:?|UL°: ‘2,0:][ Listopad/November - 24 40 -
OtaZky motord ot/min litry paliva, pfi ma-
RPM RPM kY 2350 ;::m'ln;umlém:- Prosinec/December 1 24 24 -
Spotteba paliva imu chodu motord, 1
i Vh 310 330 se dvéma zavisnik
:.:al conmp;:;n il kménc; Celkem/Total 1 219 [ 414 225
utetnd rychlost letu MK 0L =
True airspeed ke 323 350 The performances ap- d 1
Celkova doba ety h ply toan aireraft with Celkovd produkce letount Hs 129 B-1, B-2 a B-3 dosahla
Endurance hr, L75 166 6:”“"“’ of fuel, poctu 859 kust.
Celkovd ulétnutd vzddlenost ;ur::: ;oril‘:l‘}ngo;; Tt 1 prod i f the Hs 129B-1. B-2 and B-3 hed
e Gi 565 570 P i e total production of the Hs -1, B-2 and B-3 reache
101 cannon. 859 machines. [P. Stachura]




Infanteriesturmabzeichen. Tento znak
nosily letouny bitevnich jednotek,
mimo Hs 129 se objevuje také na
Hs 123, Bf 109 a Fw 190. Emblém mél
znazornovat spolupraci bitevnich
letount s pozemnimi vojsky. Mnohé
Hs 129 mély tento znak umistén na
pridi letounu.

Infanteriesturmabzeichen (infantry
attack badge) was stencilled on the
aircraft of the attack units, in addition
to Hs 129s adorning also the Hs 123s,
Bf 109s and Fw 190s. It was to symbo-
lize the cooperation between the
attack aircraft and the ground troops.
On many Hs 129s was this badge
worn on the fuselage nose.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R 2 ,red T", Eastern front. Standard camoufla-
ge scheme of RLM 70/71/65 with yellow ID markings. Unit not positi-
vely identified.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R 2,"red F", 8./Sch.G. 1, Eastern front, summer
1943. This machine wore also the standard splinter scheme of RLM
70/71/65 camouflage colours with yellow Eastern front ID markings -
fuselage band and wing tip undersides. Three white silhouettes of
tanks denoted three ,Panzerabschiisse” - tank kills. The callsign
letters G+KZ were painted on the wing underside. This machine did
not have the antenna mast and the fuselage Balkenkreuz was redu-
ced to white outline only.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2, ,éer-
vene F*, 8./Sch. G. 1, vychodni
fronta, léeto 1943. Letoun je
opatfen standardnim natérem
barev RLM 70/71/65 a zlutymi
identifikaénimi prvky oznacuji-
cimi vychodni frontu - pas na
trupu a spodni strana koncu
kridel. TFi bilé siluety tanku na
smeérovce znazorfiuji, ze pilot
ma na svém konté jiz tFi
.Panzerabschiisse”. Pismena
volaciho kédu G + KZ byla
nastfikana na spodni strané
kridel. Letoun nema anténni
sloupek a z trupového kfize
zustal pouze bily lem bez cer-
ného stiedu.

Henschel Hs 129B-2/R2, ,cer-
vené T“, vychodni fronta.
Standardni kamuflazni schema
RLM 70/71/65 se zlutymi dopln-
ky. Jednotku se nepodarilo
jednoznaéné urcit.
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